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Homophobia  vs. 
Pride  in  Philly 

Intense  anti-gay  atmosphere ,  marked  by  a 
recent  series  of  vicious  actions ,  produces  a  City 
Council  vote  denying  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
Month 


By  Chris  Bull 

PHILADELPHIA  —  “Civil  rights  are 
one  thing,  now  they  [members  of  the  gay 
community]  are  trying  to  shove  it  down  my 
throat”  said  right-wing  Philadelphia  City 
Councilmember  Francis  Rafferty  in  a  1984 
Council  meeting,  provoking  hoots  and 
laughter  from  the  gallery.  For  the 
Philadelphia  lesbian  and  gay  community, 
however,  Rafferty  isn’t  funny  anymore.  In 
his  latest  attack  on  the  community,  Rafferty 
led  opposition  to  declaring  June  Gay  Pride 
Month  in  the  city,  saying  that  lesbians  and 
gay  men  have  “nothing  to  be  proud  of” 
because  they  are  responsible  for 
“spreading”  AIDS. 

Soon  after  Rafferty  made  his  inflam¬ 
matory  remarks,  Scott  Tucker,  a 
Philadelphia  gay  activist,  was  beaten  by  two 
men  who  began  their  attack  by  claiming, 
“We’re  for  Rafferty  and  we’re  for  the  ma¬ 
jority.”  Denise  Kulp  of  the  Philadelphia 
chapter  of  ACT  UP  accused  Rafferty  of  in¬ 
citing  the  attack  on  Tucker  and  other  acts  of 
violence  against  the  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity.  “It’s  irresponsible  of  him  to  express 
hateful  and  ignorant  ideas  about  the  com¬ 
munity  especially  in  the  midst  of  a  violent 
anti-lesbian  and  gay  atmosphere,”  said 
Kulp. 

A  spokesperson  for  Rafferty  denied  the 


charge.  “No  one  heard  the  comments  except 
Tucker,  and  it’s  no  coincidence  that  his  lover 
is  an  advocate  for  gay  victims  of  violence. 
Where  else  would  he  have  gotten  the  idea? 
We  don’t  even  know  if  he  was  really  beaten 
up.”  Asked  if  public  figures  ever  incite 
violence  against  minorities,  he  replied 
“Hey,  it’s  a  free  country.  Councilman  Raf¬ 
ferty  can  say  anything  he  wants.  The  real 
issue  anyway,  is  AIDS,  and  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  has  no  one  to  blame  for  that  but 
itself.” 

Tucker,  in  a  sarcastic  response  to  the 
aide’s  statements,  told  GCN  “Yeah,  my 
dedication  to  the  community  is  so  great  that 
1  always  use  my  head  as  a  football.  Even  the 
police  admit  that  I  was  attacked.  There  is 
photographic  evidence.  My  head  looked  like 
there  was  a  watermelon  growing  out  of  it.” 

Rafferty’s  recent  spewing  of  anti-lesbian 
and  gay  rhetoric  was  a  response  to  Mayor 
Wilson  Goode’s  declaration  of  June  as  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Pride  Month.  Rafferty  wrote 
an  angry  letter  to  Goode  accusing  him  of 
catering  to  the  lesbian  and  gay  community 
and  promoting  the  spread  of  AIDS.  On 
June  23  liberal  councilmember  Angel  Ortiz 
introduced  a  Gay  Pride  resolution  in  order 
to  allow  the  city  council  to  distance  itself 
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Biggest  Pride  ever  in  S.F. 


By  Miranda  Kolbe 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Condoms  and  can¬ 
dy  sailing  through  the  air;  feather  boas  rip¬ 
pling  in  the  breeze;  stilletto  heels  clicking  on 
the  pavement;  motorcycles  roaring; 
balloons,  flags,  streamers  and  cardboard 
signs;  leather  and  leotards;  dogs  for  PAWS 
and  horses  from  the  Rodeo  Association  all 
came  together  into  a  throng  of  270,000  to 
form  the  largest  San  Francisco  Gay 
Freedom  Day  Parade  in  history. 

San  Francisco’s  17th  Gay  Freedom  Day 
Parade,  held  on  Sunday,  June  26,  was  more 
somber  than  in  earlier  years,  as  the  day  was 
dominated  by  the  presence  of  people  with 
AIDS  (PWAs)  and  AIDS  support  organiza¬ 
tions.  SF  AIDS  Foundation,  Shanti  Project, 
the  Coming  Home  Hospice,  and  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  General  Hospital’s  Ward  8  were  just  a 
few  of  the  groups  represented.  These  groups 
consisted  almost  a  fourth  of  those  mar¬ 
ching,  and  were  a  concrete  sign  of  the 
changes  AIDS  has  brought  to  San  Francisco 
over  the  past  six  years.  The  theme  of  the 
day,  “rightfully  proud,”  was  echoed  by 
many  of  these  groups,  in  particular  PWAs 
who  made  an  effort  to  distinguish  them¬ 
selves  in  public  display  for  the  march. 

Led  by  a  massive  contingent  of  Dykes  on 
Bikes,  the  parade  got  off  to  a  ribald  start,  as 
women  in  leather  and  women  in  lace  sped  by 
promoting  their  versions  of  gender  bending 


S.F.  queers  for  miles 


for  a  day.  One  woman  in  a  pink  taffeta 
gown  inspired  cheers  from  the  crowd  as  she 
held  up  her  sign  that  said  “Fluff  Tough.” 

Mayor  Art  Agnos  followed  immediately 
behind  the  dykes,  with  his  wife,  children  and 
a  friend  who  has  AIDS  along  with  him. 
Agnos,  the  first  San  Francisco  Mayor  to 
ever  join  the  march,  echoed  the  feelings  of 
many  gay  men  and  lesbians  when  he  com¬ 
mented  on  his  participation:  “It’s  about 
time....” 

Continued  on  page  2 


AAC  lauds  Pres.  AIDS 
Commission  report 


Political  heavyweights  speak  at  Boston  rally  while  other 
AIDS  activists  criticize  the  report’s  findings 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

BOSTON  —  A  political  rally  held  by  the 
AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  drew  about 
200  people  to  the  JFK  Federal  Building  on 
June  24.  Called  to  demonstrate  support  for 
the  report  from  the  President’s  Commission 
on  AIDS,  the  noon  rally  featured  a  crowded 
platform  of  speakers  moderated  by  AAC’s 
Executive  Director  Larry  Kessler.  Some  par¬ 
ticipants  —  and  other  activists  who  chose 
not  to  attend  —  told  GCN  they  were  oppos¬ 
ed  to  expressing  support  for  the  long- 
overdue  Commission  report  which,  in  its 
preliminary  form,  included  exemptions  to 
confidentiality  of  HIV  antibody  test  results 
and  encouraged  states  to  set  up  contact¬ 
tracing  programs. 

Critics  also  questioned  why  a  rally  was 
held  in  response  to  a  preliminary  draft  of  the 
report,  when  the  final,  possibly  amended 
version,  had  yet  to  be  released.  The  Com¬ 
mission,  chaired  by  James  Watkins, 
delivered  its  final  recommendations  on  the 
day  of  the  rally  and  consulted  with  President 
Ronald  Reagan  on  June  27.  (An  analysis  of 
the  Commission’s  report  and  its  implica¬ 
tions  for  federal  AIDS  policy  will  appear  in 
an  upcoming  issue  of  GCN.) 

The  AAC’s  promotional  material  outlin¬ 
ed  that  the  rally  was  intended  not  as  an  en¬ 
dorsement  of  the  entire  report,  but  to  de¬ 
mand  “that  the  president  work  with  the 
United  States  Congress  to  implement  the 
major  policy  recommendations  of  the 
report.”  Explained  Kessler,  “The  silence 
from  the  White  House  has  been  deafening 
when  it  comes  to  AIDS.  It’s  time  that  the 
president  pay  attention  to  his  appointed 
Commission  on  AIDS  ...  time  for  him  and 
the  next  president  of  the  United  States  to 
heed  their  recommendations  to  end 
discrimination,  protect  confidentiality,  and 
provide  the  money  needed  for  education, 
research  and  care,  and  speed-up  drug 
treatments  and  drug  trials.” 

Added  Anne  Marie  Silvia,  AAC’s  educa¬ 


tion  director,  “We  stated  very  clearly  that 
there  were  some  things  to  be  criticized  in  the 
report,  but  we  focused  on  the  pieces  that  we 
have  been  advocating  all  along.” 

Silvia  also  said  the  AAC  hoped  the  power¬ 
ful  group  of  leaders  represented  at  the  rally 
would  send  a  strong  message  to  the  presi¬ 
dent  and  future  president  that  the  federal 
government  must  increase  its  commitment 
to  fighting  the  AIDS  epidemic.  Countered 
Steve  L’Heureux  of  ACT  UP/Boston,  “For 
the  most  part,  the  rally  line-up  looks  like  a 
group  of  speakers  we  would  be  protesting.” 

The  rally  program  included  opening 
remarks  by  Kessler,  followed  by  speeches 
from  Ted  Kennedy,  Jr.  (on  behalf  of  his 
father  Sen.  Edward  Kennedy),  John 
Dukakis  (on  behalf  of  his  father  Gov. 
Michael  Dukakis),  State  Public  Health 
Commissioner  Deborah  Prothrow-Stith, 
George  Lamb,  Deputy  Commissioner  of  Ci¬ 
ty  Hospitals,  Joe  LaVallee  of  ACT 
UP/Boston  and  PWAs  Elizabeth  Ramos 
and  Patrick  Grace.  Folk  singer  Patty  Larkin 
kicked  off  the  event,  as  the  crowd  of  largely 
buttoned-down  participants  held  up  signs 
reading  “Public  Health  not  Politics”  and 
“Fund  Explicit  Education.”  The  courteous 
gathering  was  a  marked  contrast  to  the  more 
frequent  political  demonstrations  staged  by 
other  local  groups,  notably  the  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Defense  Committee  (GLDC),  MASS 
ACT  OUT  and  ACT  UP/Boston,  which 
tend  toward  louder  protest  and  more 
creative  theatrics. 

Kessler  began  the  program  by  citing  his 
anger,  disappointment,  embarrassment  and 
sadness  over  the  federal  government’s  lax 
response  to  the  AIDS  crisis.  Aiming  harsh 
criticism  at  Reagan,  Kessler  said,  “We  want 
you  to  stop  saying  ‘No’  and  start  saying  ‘1 
want  to  know.’  That  step,  Mr.  President,  is 
seven  years  overdue.”  He  saluted  Commis¬ 
sion  Chair  Watkins  and  applauded  the 
Continued  on  page  6 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“The  report  [of  the  Presidential  Commis¬ 
sion  on  AIDS]  embraces  the  major  concepts 
my  Administration  laid  out  over  a  year  ago: 
to  be  compassionate  toward  victims  of  the 
disease;  to  care  for  them  with  dignity  and 
kindness  and,  at  the  same  time  to  inform 
and  educate  our  citizens  so  that  we  can  pre¬ 
vent  the  further  spread  of  the  disease.’’ 

—  Ronald  Reagan,  upon  receiving 
the  final  report  of  the  commission.  White 
House  aides  were  quoted  in  the  New  York 
Times  as  saying  the  “low  key"  reception  of 
the  report  reflects  concern  at  the  White 
House  over  “certain  portions  of  the  report, 
especially  its  call  for  federal  antidiscrimina¬ 
tion  action.  ”  Analysis  of  the  report  and  its 
implications  for  U.S.  AIDS  policy  will  ap¬ 
pear  in  an  upcoming  issue  of  GCN. 

National  BWMT 
convention  kicks  off 

BOSTON  —  The  eighth  annual  conven¬ 
tion  of  the  National  Association  of  Black 
and  White  Men  Together  (BWMT)  will  get 
underway  July  4.  Hosted  by  Men  of  All  Col¬ 
ors  Together/Boston  (MACT),  the  five-day 
conference  will  include  a  multitude  of 
workshops,  presentations  and  festivities. 

Workshop  topics  include  AIDS  issues,  in¬ 
terracial  dating,  work  with  prisoners, 


BWMT/Boston,  1986 


families,  and  “survival  and  involvement  in 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community”  for  Black 
men,  Hispanic  men  and  women  of  color. 

Some  of  the  entertainment  events  include 
concerts,  a  banquet  and  a  costume  ball. 
Tours  of  Boston  for  out-of-towners  will  in¬ 
clude  a  walk  on  the  Black  Freedom  Trail. 
See  this  week’s  Calendar  for  details  about 
various  conference  events. 

Registration  for  the  workshops  and 
events,  most  of  which  will  be  held  at 
Boston’s  Park  Plaza  Hotel,  costs  $80  for 
non-members.  It  is  also  possible  to  attend 
workshops  only  —  for  $10  per  day.  To  make 
a  reservation,  or  for  more  information,  call 
(617)  636-2305. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Injunction  granted 
against  Boston  gay 
basher 

BOSTON  —  A  West  Newton  man  accus¬ 
ed  of  physically  assaulting  a  gay  man  in  the 
Back  Bay  neighborhood  was  issued  a 
preliminary  injunction  on  June  21.  The 
court  order  bars  Thomas  Ryan,  Jr.  from 
further  “assaulting,  threatening,  in¬ 
timidating,  or  harassing  James  Brinning  or 
any  other  resident  or  visitor  to  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  because  of  that  person’s  sexual 
orientation,  or  the  sexual  orientation  of  the 
person  with  them.” 

Ryan  is  being  prosecuted  by  the  office  of 
Attorney  General  James  Shannon  for 
allegedly  verbally  harassing  and  then  pun¬ 
ching  and  kicking  Brinning  as  he  walked 
home  from  a  gay  bar  on  April  9.  Bystanders 
eventually  assisted  Brinning,  who  was 
treated  at  New  England  Medical  Center  for 
a  broken  nose,  multiple  bruises  and  other  in¬ 
juries  to  his  face,  eyes  and  mouth  sustained 
during  the  attack. 

The  preliminary  injunction  against  Ryan 
—  ordered  by  Suffolk  Superior  Court  Judge 
Herbert  Abrams  —  was  secured  under  the 
state  Civil  Rights  Act  which  Shannon’s  of- 
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fice  says  protects  one’s  right  to  walk  the 
public  streets  free  from  harassment  on 
grounds  of  sexual  orientation.  This  court 
decision  marks  the  second  time  in 
Massachusetts  that  the  Civil  Rights  Act  has 
been  invoked  in  a  civil  case  involving 
discrimination  against  people  who  are 
perceived  to  be  gay  men  or  lesbians. 

□  Elizabeth  Pincus 

Boston  needle 
program  nixed 

BOSTON  —  A  clean  needle  exchange 
program  intended  for  the  city  of  Boston  was 
defeated  on  June  27  by  a  state  legislative 
panel.  By  a  10-5  vote,  the  joint  Health  Care 
Committee  rejected  a  home-rule  petition  for 
a  trial  distribution  of  needles  and  syringes  to 
drug  users.  The  proposal  —  based  on 
models  in  Europe  and  Australia  that  have 
demonstrated  success  at  stemming  the  AIDS 
epidemic  —  has  been  fraught  with  con¬ 
troversy  since  first  it  was  considered  in 
Massachusetts  last  year.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  15, 
No.  41.) 

The  needle  exchange  program,  backed  by 
Mayor  Raymond  Flynn,  was  approved  by 
the  city  council  on  April  27.  However,  the 
program  needed  state  approval  because  it 
requires  that  Boston  be  exempted  from  a 
state  law  prohibiting  the  distribution  or 
possession  of  syringes  without  a  prescrip¬ 
tion.  The  proposal  —  which  is  opposed  by 
Gov.  Michael  Dukakis  and  State  Health 
Commissioner  Deborah  Prothrow-Stith  — 
may  be  reintroduced  in  the  next  legislative 
session.  Flynn  told  the  Boston  Globe  he 
would  “go  back  to  the  drawing  board  and 
try  to  put  this  legislation  over  the  top  in  the 
fall  when  there  is  a  more  calm  political  en¬ 
vironment.” 

Other  cities  with  high  incidences  of  AIDS 
and  ARC  among  IV  drug  users,  including 
New  York  and  San  Francisco,  have  begun  to 
consider  clean  needle  exchange  proposals. 
Boston  was  the  first  to  receive  city  council 
approval  for  a  program. 

□  Elizabeth  Pincus 


Prisoner  bites  back 

ST.  GABRIEL,  La.  —  A  guard  at  the 
Hunt  Correction  Center  here  faces  charges 
of  criminal  malfeasance  for  sexually  abusing 
a  prisoner  after  his  penis  was  “partially 
detached”  when  he  forced  the  prisoner  to 
perform  oral  sex.  The  prisoner,  James 
Maness,  is  also  planning  to  file  a  civil  suit 
against  the  guard  and  the  prison. 

According  to  reports  in  the  Baton  Rouge 
Morning  Advocate,  the  guard,  James  Scales 
Jr.,  attempted  to  cover  up  his  abuse  of 
Maness  by  claiming  the  prisoner  assaulted 
him  with  a  knife.  His  story  was  disputed  by 
another  guard  who  told  investigators  Scales 
asked  to  borrow  his  knife  when  he  noticed 
Scales  was  bleeding  from  the  groin  area. 

Sherriff  Freddie  Pitre,  an  investigator  in 
the  case,  told  the  Morning  Advocate  that  a 
prison  SWAT  team  carrying  a  shield  and 
riot  batons  pinned  Maness  to  the  wall  of  his 
cell  and  beat  him  after  the  incident.  Pitre 
also  said  a  search  of  the  cell  revealed  no 
weapon. 

Maness’s  lawyer,  Henry  Walker,  told 
GCN  that  the  case  against  the  prison  is 
especially  strong  since  Maness  had  filed 
written  complaints  about  Scales’  previous 
abuses  —  but  they  had  been  ignored  by 
prison  officials. 

Scales  was  hospitalized  for  several  days 
after  the  bite,  and  is  currently  out  of  bail. 

Maness  has  been  transferred  to  another 
prison,  where  he  has  been  placed  in  isola¬ 
tion.  Walker  said  that  Maness  told  him  he 
has  not  received  any  medical  attention  for 
the  injuries  he  received  in  the  beating. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 
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from  Rafferty’s  letter.  The  strategy 
backfired,  however,  when  the  Council  voted 
11  to  5  to  table  the  resolution,  effectively 
killing  it. 

The  anti-Pride  actions  and  the  attack  on 
Tucker  followed  months  of  anti-lesbian  and 
gay  activity  in  the  state,  explained  Rita  Ad- 
dessa,  executive  director  of  the  Philadelphia 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Task  Force.  She  recounted 
that  on  December  14,  Anthony  Milano,  a 
gay  man,  was  brutally  murdered  by  two  men 
who  were  recently  sentenced  to  death  for  the 
killing.  One  month  later,  she  said, 
Womanspace,  a  lesbian  community  center, 
was  torched  by  arsonists. 

Addessa  further  explained  that  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Gov.  Robert  Casey  has  refused  for 
months  to  meet  with  the  Task  Force  and  has 
budgeted  only  $350,000  to  combat  AIDS  in 
the  state.  She  also  noted  that  a  recent  Task 
Force  study  on  violence  found  that  “les¬ 
bians  are  nine  times  and  gay  men  12  times 
more  likely  to  be  physically  attacked  than 
the  average  Philadelphian.” 

Fighting  back 

The  climate  of  homophobic  violence  in 
the  city  and  state  makes  Rafferty’s  actions 
particularly  intolerable,  said  Addessa.  “We 
have  had  enough.  We  are  fighting  back.  We 
cannot  allow  this  atmosphere  to  continue. 
Lesbian  women  and  gay  men  are  not  afraid 
to  stand  up  against  Rafferty’s  bullying  and 
the  Council’s  spinelessness....” 

ACT  UP  and  the  Task  Force  organized  a 
series  of  civil  disobedience  actions,  rallies 
and  demonstrations  in  an  unprecedented 
show  of  unity  and  activism  in  the  communi¬ 
ty.  Nearly  200  lesbians  and  gay  men  sang 
and  chanted  in  the  City  Council  gallery  dur¬ 
ing  and  after  the  vote  to  deny  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Pride  Month.  (Counter-demonstrators 
chanted  “Kill  A  Queer  For  Christ,”  while 
Rafferty  waved  the  American  flag.) 

Two  days  later,  on  June  25,  ACT  UP 
blocked  Monument  Road  to  protest  an  ap¬ 
pearance  by  Casey  at  the  Adams  Mark 
Hotel  to  talk  about  his  AIDS  policy.  Four 
women  and  six  men  were  arrested.  Accor¬ 
ding  to  Tucker,  within  days  of  the 
demonstration  Casey  raised  his  AIDS 
budget  to  $2  million  to  avoid  further  embar¬ 
rassment  on  the  issue. 

Over  1500  lesbians  and  gay  men  rallied  on 
June  28  to  protest  Rafferty’s  “vicious  attack 
on  the  community  and  the  council  members 
who  have  asked  for  our  votes  in  the  past  and 
have  now  betrayed  us.”  Adessa  said  the 
event  organized  by  the  Task  Force,  was  “a 
tribute  to  the  power  and  pride  of  our  com¬ 
munity  that  we  can  show  up  in  such 
numbers.”  □  filed  from  Boston 
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The  largest  group  of  the  day  was  “Living 
Sober”;  one  of  the  funniest  was  “Gays 
Against  Golf.”  The  anti-golf  queers  walked 
along  within  a  massive  turf,  and  shouted 
slogans  such  as  “Down  with  golf  balls.” 
Soccer  widows  joined  in  with  their  own  anti¬ 
sports  motif,  urging  the  boys  to  come  home. 

Children  of  gay  men  and  lesbians,  and 
gay  and  lesbian  grandparents  walked  side  by 
side  down  the  mile  and  a  half  long  parade 
route.  Following  them  were  people  of  color 
contingents,  including  Black  and  White 
Men  Together,  Pacific  Island  Gays  and  Les¬ 
bians,  and  Native  American  gay  men  and 
lesbians. 

Political  groups  were  also  well  represen¬ 
ted,  particularly  anti-interventionists,  as 
would  be  expected  after  San  Francisco’s  re¬ 
cent  massive  gay  and  lesbian  demonstra¬ 
tions  against  U.S.  troop  movement  in  Hon¬ 
duras. 

There  was  considerable  controversy  prior 
to  the  march,  however,  over  the  Pride  Com¬ 
mittee’s  initial  refusal  to  allow  the  participa¬ 
tion  of  the  North  American  Man-Boy  Love 
Association  (NAMBLA)  and  the  exclusion 
of  Uhuru  House,  a  Black  nationalist 
organization.  See  next  week’s  GCN  for  fur¬ 
ther  coverage  of  this  and  the  civil  disobe¬ 
dience  held  June  27  at  the  federal  building  in 
San  Francisco  which  houses  offices  of  the 
Food  and  Drug  Administration.  Thirty-two 
PWAs,  PWARCs  and  their  supporters  were 
arrested  as  they  demanded  declaration  of  a 
national  health  care  emergency  and  access 
to  all  promising  AIDS/ARC  treatments. 

There  was  remarkably  little  negative  reac¬ 
tion  to  the  march  aside  from  a  group  of 
three  men  standing  on  the  corner  of  Market 
Street  holding  up  signs  compelling 
sodomites  to  repent.  It  seemed  likely  that 
the  270,000  participants  were  “rightfully 
proud”  to  refuse.  □ 
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PWA  contingent  in  N.Y.  parade 


Hartford 
Pride:  good 
things  come 
in  ‘small’ 
packages 

By  Christopher  Wittke 

HARTFORD,  Conn.  —  “Gay  and  Great 
in  ’88”  was  the  theme  of  this  year’s  Connec¬ 
ticut  Lesbian/Gay  Pride  Festival  held  June 
25.  And  although  the  spirited  crowd  of 
about  a  thousand  lesbians  and  gay  men 
would  be  considered  small  by  “big  city” 
standards,  Hartford’s  Pride  day  was  a  re¬ 
sounding  success  on  nearly  every  level. 


The  proceedings  began  with  a  rally  at  the 
State  Capitol  building  at  11  a.m.  Patty 
Deak,  of  the  Greater  New  Haven  Disability 
Rights’  Activists,  and  Carol  Meyer,  of  the 
Connecticut  Coalition  of  Citizens  with 
Disabilities,  spoke  of  feeling  disenfranchis¬ 
ed  as  disabled  lesbians  in  the  world  of  the 
able  as  well  as  within  the  lesbian/gay  com¬ 
munity.  Eugenio  Caro,  a  Hartford  City 
Councilperson  delivered  an  impassioned 
speech  drawing  parallels  between  les¬ 
bian/gay  liberation  and  Puerto  Rican  in¬ 
dependence.  Caro  vowed  to  continue 
“fighting  for  your  issues”  within  the  city 
government. 

Roberto  Negron  introduced  himself  as  a 
member  of  “Latinos  y  Latinas  Contra 
SIDA,  which  for  those  of  you  who  don’t 
have  the  pleasure  of  understanding  our 
beautiful  language  means  ‘Latinos  and 
Latinas  Against  AIDS.”’  Negron  detailed 
the  arduous  process  of  starting  a  Latino 
AIDS  organization,  only  to  be  told  by  the 
federal  government  that  the  feds  were  better 
equipped  to  reach  the  Latino  community. 

Continued  on  page  1 5 


Small  but  spirited  Pride 
march  in  Chicago 


By  Michael  C.  Botkin 

CHICAGO  —  This  year’s  Chicago 
gay/lesbian  Pride  parade  was  one  of  the 
smallest  in  recent  history.  Most  of  the  con¬ 
tingents  marching  were  smaller  than  last 
year’s,  and  less  than  3,000  people  attended 
the  rally  —  far  less  than  half  the  number  pre¬ 
sent  in  1987.  As  a  final  disappointment,  ac¬ 
ting  Mayor  Eugene  Sawyer,  who  had  ac¬ 
cepted  an  invitation  to  speak  at  the  rally, 
failed  to  show  up  or  even  to  send  his  regrets. 
It  appears  that  Chicago’s  gay  and  lesbian 
community  has  lost  some  of  the  momentum 
it  developed  over  the  last  few  years. 

Despite  the  small  turnout,  the  parade 
reflected  the  continuing  politicization  of 
Chicago’s  gay  community.  More  elected  of¬ 
ficials  were  present  than  ever  before,  and  for 
the  first  time  there  were  several  A1DS- 
related  contingents,  including  Chicago  For 
AIDS  Rights  (C-FAR),  Stop  AIDS 
Chicago,  AIDS  Alternative  Health  Project, 
and  the  Chicago  NAMES  Project.  1987  was 
the  year  that  AIDS  really  made  its  presence 
felt  in  Chicago,  and  the  number  of  people 
with  AIDS  in  this  city  doubled  from  700  as 
of  last  June  to  over  1,400  currently.  The 
AIDS  contingents,  taken  together,  were  the 
largest  component  of  this  year’s  parade. 

The  rally  was  addressed  briefly  by  Peggy 
Baker,  the  Mayor’s  liasion  to  the  gay  com¬ 
munity,  by  Miriam  Ben  Shalom,  “the 
army’s  only  active-service  lesbian,”  and  by 
Lee  Bush  of  the  Fairness  Fund.  Various 
local  gay  and  lesbian  choruses  then  perform¬ 
ed  for  about  an  hour,  until  some  people  in 
the  crowd  began  to  chant  “Where’s  the 
mayor?”  When  Richard  Pfeiffer  of  the 
Chicago  Pride  Committee  told  the  crowd 
that  Sawyer  wasn’t  coming,  he  was 
answered  with  boos  and  hisses.  Although 
some  more  music  followed  his  announce¬ 
ment,  most  people  left  soon  thereafter. 

Several  factors  contributed  to  the  low 
turnout.  Last  year  there  was  considerable 
anger  over  the  close  defeat  of  the  city  gay 
rights  bill,  combined  with  the  excitement 
about  openly  gay  candidate  Ron  Sable’s 
very  close  race  for  alderman  of  the  heavily 


gay  44th  Ward.  Many  gay  men  and  lesbians 
had  also  looked  forward  last  year  to  hearing 
Mayor  Harold  Washington  speak.  It  was 
Washington’s  third  annual  address  at  Pride 
and  the  last  before  his  death. 


Chicago  Pride  marchers 


Washington’s  death  earlier  this  year 
doomed  any  chance  the  gay  rights  bill,  now 
labeled  Chapter  199,  has  for  passage  in  the 
forseeable  future.  While  Washington  led  a 
broad,  progressive  coalition  of  Blacks  and 
white  liberals  who  supported  gay  rights,  his 
replacement,  acting  Mayor  Sawyer,  is  sup¬ 
ported  by  a  much  smaller  group  of  conser¬ 
vative  Black  aldermen.  Although  Sawyer 
has  pledged  to  support  Chapter  199,  it  is 
unlikely  that  he  has  the  “clout”  to  push  it 
through  or  the  will  to  use  what  clout  he  does 
possess.  Chicago’s  gay  community  remains 
better  organized  than  ever  before,  but  to 
judge  from  this  year’s  parade,  for  now  it  is 
putting  its  energy  into  the  AIDS  crisis  rather 
than  traditional  political  action.  □ 


Big  Pride  in  the  Big 
Apple 


By  Christopher  Wittke 

NEW  YORK  —  Over  100,000  gay  men 
and  lesbians  marched  their  way  through 
New  York  City  on  June  26  for  the  19th  an¬ 
niversary  celebration  of  the  Stonewall  upris¬ 
ing  —  a.k.a.  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day. 
Floats  and  banners  and  spirited  contingents 
represented  the  diversity  of  people  within 
New  York’s  queer  community  and  other 
communities  in  the  East. 

Sunday’s  parade  and  Greenwich  Village 
festival  capped  a  month-long  celebration  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  in  the  Big  Apple.  On 
Saturday,  Central  Park  was  the  scene  of  the 
massive  unveiling  of  the  New  York  panels  of 
the  NAMES  Project  Quilt.  Featured 
speakers  and  performers  at  the  ceremony  in¬ 
cluded  Black  lesbian  poet/activist  Jewelle 
Gomez,  singer/songwriter/long-time  AIDS 


of  the  loudest  groups  of  the  march.  They 
angrily  shouted  “They  say  get  back  we  say 
Fight  back,”  and  countless  other  slogans 
characteristic  of  their  particular  brand  of 
AIDS  activism.  But  even  the  hundreds  of 
ACT  UPpers  fell  silent,  along  with  everyone 
else  on  the  three-mile  stretch  of  parade 
route,  for  a  few  moments  at  2:30  p.m.  to 
memorialize  those  who  have  died  of  AIDS. 
The  silence  was  punctuated  by  the  release  of 
10,000  balloons  in  front  of  the  New  York 
Public  Library,  which  were  joined  by  hun¬ 
dreds  of  others  released  by  marchers. 

A  variety  of  creative  floats  moved  along 
the  route,  including  those  representing  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  Services 
Center,  and  Lesbian  and  Gay  Catholics  — 
whose  float  depicted  a  large  dragon/serpent 


The  Quilt  in  Central  Park 


survivor  Michael  Callen,  Black  gay  activist 
George  Bellinger,  Jr.,  poet  Judy  Grahn,  the 
off-Broadway  cast  of  Ten  Percent  Review 
and  many  others.  Among  the  panels 
displayed  was  a  section  of  27  submitted  in 
memory  of  residents  of  Bailey  House,  New 
York’s  first  hospice  for  people  with  AIDS 
(PWAs). 

Outrageous  lesbians,  ornate  drag  queens, 
elaborate  floats,  and  leather-clad  S/M  ac¬ 
tivists  all  had  their  place  in  this  most  diverse 
celebration  of  Queer  Pride.  Hundreds  of 
organizations  were  represented  from  D.C.’s 
mummer-like  Different  Drummers  to  ACT 
UP/New  York,  whose  visually  stunning 
display  indicted  everyone  from  Phyllis 
Schlafly  to  Mike  “There’s  no  such  thing  as 
safe  sex”  Dukakis  with  posters  of  large 
facial  shots  with  the  word  “GUILTY” 
stamped  across. 

A  large  and  racially-diverse  bunch,  the 
men  and  women  of  ACT  UP  comprised  one 


manipulating  marionette  puppets  of  the 
pope  and  John  Cardinal  O’Connor  in  its 
claws,  while  a  rodent  standing  on  its  tail 
wore  a  sign  which  said  “Cardinal 
RATzenberger.”  Lesbian  and  gay  Catholics 
marched  along  side  the  float,  attached  to  the 
dragon  and  tied  together  with  lengths  of 
chain. 

The  sense  of  political  militancy  which 
seemed  to  gain  a  foothold  at  the  March  on 
Washington  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  in 
October,  1987,  was  in  evidence  throughout 
the  entire  day.  The  New  York  Heritage  of 
Pride  Committee  adopted  the  national 
theme  “Rightfully  Proud”  for  this  year’s 
activities,  but  they  affixed  the  statement 
“  —  and  Fighting  On.”  The  sense  of  urgen¬ 
cy  that  united  the  thousands  of  gay  men  and 
lesbians  of  all  colors  under  the  banner  of 
“Pride”  gave  one  reason  to  believe  that  the 
fight  is  turning  out  to  be  a  good  one.  □ 


Quilt 

highlights 

Baltimore 

Pride 

By  Carol  Ehrlich 

BALTIMORE  —  One  of  the  major 
components  of  Baltimore’s  Pride  week 
celebration  was  the  display  of  the  NAMES 
Project  Quilt.  From  Friday  to  Sunday,  June 
10-12,  over  300  quilt  panels  were  displayed 
in  the  Baltimore  Museum  of  Art  and  at  near¬ 
by  Johns  Hopkins  University.  The  panels, 
many  commemorating  local  people  who 
died  of  AIDS,  were  viewed  by  an  estimated 
30,000  people. 

Three  days  of  events  highlighted  the 
presence  of  the  Quilt.  On  Friday  there  was  a 
prayer  service  and  gospel  choir,  followed  by 
an  appearance  by  Mayor  Kurt  Schmoke. 
Schmoke,  Baltimore’s  first  Black  elected 
mayor,  proclaimed  the  weekend  NAMES 
Quilt  Days  and  announced  the  formation  of 
a  Baltimore  City  AIDS  Coordinating  Coun¬ 
cil. 

GAY  COMMUNITY  Nl 


On  Saturday,  a  5K  AIDS  Walk  drew  more 
that  1,000  walkers  and  raised  more  than 
$60,000.  The  money  will  be  donated  to 
seven  local  AIDS  support  groups,  all  of 
which  cooperated  in  bringing  the  Quilt  to 
Baltimore.  Saturday  evening  featured  a 
candlelight  vigil  and  performances  by  the 
New  Wave  Singers,  a  local  gay  and  lesbian 
choral  group,  and  by  Suede,  a  popular  les¬ 
bian  singer. 

On  Sunday,  Quilt  events  were  interspers¬ 
ed  with  the  annual  Pride  Day  celebration. 
At  noon,  the  Gay  Pride  Parade  stepped  off 
and  marched  up  Maryland  Avenue  to 
Wyman  Park  Dell,  adjacent  to  the  Art 
Museum.  At  the  head  of  the  parade  were 
members  of  the  Baltimore  Justice  Cam¬ 
paign,  the  local  multiracial  coalition  that 
had  successfully  pressured  the  City  Council 
to  extend  civil  rights  protection  to  the  city’s 
lesbian  and  gay  residents  a  few  weeks 
earlier.  Bystanders  reserved  their  loudest 
cheers  for  the  Justice  Campaign  marchers, 
identifiable  by  their  T-shirts  bearing  the 
Campaign’s  logo  —  the  scales  of  justice 
resting  on  a  pink  triangle. 

Between  2,000  and  3,000  people  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  Pride  Day  festival  in  the  dell. 
Across  the  street  at  the  Art  Museum, 
members  of  the  local  NAMES  Project  read 
the  names  of  people  memorialized  on  the 
quilt  panels;  the  solemn  ceremony  was 
followed  by  a  balloon  release.  The  festival 
ended  with  a  performance  by  the  Baltimore 
Men’s  Chorus.  □ 

:ws  □  JULY  3-9,  1988  □  PAGE  3 


lee  Snider/ Photo  Image* 


COMMUNITY  VOICES 


Still  unable  to  obtain 
aerosolized  pentamidine 

Dear  GCN: 

I  would  like  to  clarify  a  statement  1  was 
quoted  as  making  in  your  article  on  aerosol 
pentamidine.  While  most  of  the  quote  was 
correct,  I  was  quoted  as  saying  no  one  in 
Boston  is  having  difficulty  obtaining  aerosol 
pentamidine.  This  is  not  true.  For  a  variety 
of  reasons  some  people  have  still  been 
unable  to  obtain  this  drug  for  either  pro¬ 
phylaxis  or  treatment.  1  never  meant  to  imp¬ 
ly  that  everyone  who  wants  aerosol  pen¬ 
tamidine  has  access  to  it,  and  am  sorry  I  was 
misunderstood. 

Sincerely, 
Laurie  Novick 
Advocacy  Coordinator 
AIDS  Action  Committee 
Boston,  Mass. 


Kellogg’s:  we  won’t  be  buying 
your  product 

Dear  GCN: 

I  read  with  some  interest  your  June  12 
front  page  story  on  racism  in  the  Houston 
bar  Mary’s.  I  was  particularly  struck  by 
Houston  activist  Linda  Morales’  comment: 
“If  I,  as  a  lesbian  Latina  activist,  am  told 
not  to  boycott,  then  let’s  have  a  Kellogg’s 
breakfast  party  and  a  Coors  beer  bust  with 
grapes.” 

1  highlighted  this  quote,  clipped  the  arti¬ 
cle  and  sent  it  to  C.  E.  La  Mothe,  Chief  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Officer,  Kellogg’s,  1  Kellogg 
Square,  Battle  Creek,  MI  49106,  along  with 
these  observations: 

“Like  Anita  Bryant  and  Coors  Beer, 
Kellogg’s  is  quickly  becoming  an  interna¬ 
tional  by-word  for  bigotry  among  gay  men 
and  lesbians  —  even  in  Texas! 

“There’s  also  a  rather  bitter  joke  making 
the  rounds,  about  your  ‘new  slogan:’ 
Kellogg ’s  —  Death  to  You  Each  Morning! 

“Is  this  really  an  image  you  wish  to 
cultivate  for  your  company?  Long  after  the 
Nut’n  Honey  ad  has  stopped  running,  the 
bitterness  will  go  on,  and  we  won ’t  be  buy¬ 
ing  your  products. 

“We  won’t  forget.” 

Steve  Saylor 
San  Francisco,  Calif. 


I  ain’t  even  one  of  those 
women  always  protesting 
something 

Dear  GCN: 

To  the  staff  and  patrons  at  Mary’s,  the 
racist  gay  bar  in  Houston,  Texas,  a  small 
joke  to  test  your  sense  of  humor  (with 
thanks  to  Dos  Lesbos): 

“What  do  you  call  400  racist  gay  men  at 
the  bottom  of  the  sea?” 

“I  don’t  know,  what  do  you  call  400  racist 
gay  men  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea?” 

“A  start.” 

Ha  ha  ha  ha  ha  ha  ha  ha  ha  ha  ha.  What, 
not  laughing?  Well,  too  bad. 

I  sometimes  feel  a  great  urge  to  reason 
with  the  unreasonable  and  point  out  the 
mistakes  they  are  making  but  I’m  both  too 
tired  and  too  angry  to  explain  to  you  why  I 
“do  not  have  a  sense  of  humor  anymore.” 
Oh  mercy  and  1  ain’t  even  one  of  those 
women  always  protesting  something. 

Strength  to  Amiga  and  sister  groups. 

And  as  many  a  very  funny  (but  oh  so  bit¬ 
chy)  queen  likes  to  say: 

“Fuck  you,  Mary.” 

Sincerely, 
Larry  Roberts 
Ithaca,  N.Y. 


Surprised  reaction  to  “Lesbian 
Love  and  Sex  in  Japan’’ 

Dear  GCN: 

A  friend  sent  me  a  copy  of  the  article  titl¬ 
ed  “Lesbian  Love  and  Sex  in  Japan.”  At 
First,  my  reaction  was  surprise.  I  was  sur¬ 
prised  that,  even  though  only  one  percent  of 
Japanese  people  are  Christians,  you  hap¬ 
pened  to  interview  a  Catholic  Japanese  les¬ 
bian. 

I  was  also  surprised  that  there  was  ab¬ 
solutely  no  mention  of  the  Lesbian 
Weekends,  gatherings  of  lesbians  in  Japan 
once  every  two  months.  These  gatherings  in¬ 
clude  approximately  equal  numbers  of 


Japanese  lesbians  and  foreign  lesbians  who 
live  in  Japan.  At  the  most  recent  Lesbian 
Weekend,  in  early  May  in  Saitama  (near 
Tokyo),  there  were  about  50  lesbians  from 
eight  countries  (Australia,  Canada,  Japan, 
Mexico,  New  Zealand,  Thailand,  the  United 
Kingdom  and  the  United  States).  We  had 
workshops  on  various  topics  such  as  “What 
is  an  International  Lesbian?”  We  saw  a 
video  of  the  March  on  Washington,  we 
made  a  video  of  our  Weekend,  we  played 
softball  and  other  games,  and  we  had  some 
serious  fun. 

After  taking  another  look  at  your  article, 
I  decided  that  I  had  to  write  a  letter  to  the 
editor.  The  all-encompassing  title  “Lesbian 
Love  and  Sex  in  Japan”  is  totally  inap¬ 
propriate  for  an  interview  of  only  one  les¬ 
bian  from  Japan.  That  title  is  also  inap¬ 
propriate  for  an  article  that  hardly  mentions 
sex.  (Contrary  to  the  impression  given  in 
that  article,  my  impression  —  after  living  in 
Japan  for  nine  months  —  is  that  there’s 
about  the  same  level  of  sexual  activity  per 
lesbian  in  Japan  as  in  the  United  States.) 
You  should  be  more  careful  when  choosing 
titles  for  articles. 

Also,  you  should  contact  an  organiza¬ 
tion’s  office  before  publishing  an  article  that 
purports  to  tell  all  about  that  organization. 
No  one  from  GCN  contacted  Regumi 
Studio  in  Tokyo.  A  foreign  lesbian  took  a 
copy  of  GCN' s  article  to  the  office.  Regumi 
members  were  upset  that  they  hadn’t  been 
contacted  by  GCN  and  that  the  article  gave 
an  inaccurate  account  of  Regumi  Studio. 
Would  you  have  been  so  careless  with  an  ar¬ 
ticle  about  an  American  organization? 

Joy  Hopton 
Amagasaki  City,  Hyogo  Prefecture 

Japan 


Hay  says  we  want  to  kill 
ourselves 

Dear  GCN: 

First  of  all,  cheers  to  Sarah  Schulman  for 
her  excellent  observations  concerning  the 
Left  and  homosexuality. 

Secondly,  a  few  words  about  Louise  Hay. 
In  Yoga  Journal  (July,  1987)  she  says  that 
“They  (gays)  have  created  a  culture  that 
places  tremendous  emphasis  in  youth  and 
beauty....  Only  the  body  counts....  It  is 
almost  better  to  die  than  to  get  old.  So  we 
have  created  a  disease  that  kills.” 

She  basically  says  that  we  want  to  kill 
ourselves.  It  amazes  me  that  any  gay  person 
could  be  attracted  to  such  a  philosophy,  ex¬ 
cept  a  self-hating  gay.  It  is  like  a  Jew  follow¬ 
ing  Hitler’s  philosophy,  and  feeling  that 
they  deserved  to  die  in  the  concentration 
camps. 

Sincerely, 

_  Marie  Stendahl 

Oakland,  Calif. 

Shoot,  we  could  give  him 
something  before  he  could  give 
us  something! 

Dear  GCN: 

I’d  like  to  address  the  subject  of  AIDS 
and  PWAs  behind  bars.  I’m  negative, 
though  some  people  here  assume  I’m 
positive  because  I’m  gay.  There  are  15  or  so 
people  in  my  unit  who  are  in  various  stages 
of  ARC.  One  happens  to  be  a  very  dear 
friend  of  mine.  His  name  is  Jimmy. 

Jim  recently  cut  his  thumb  very  badly  and 
has  been  through  surgery  since.  When  his 
blood  was  thrown  all  over  the  wall  and  sur¬ 
rounding  area  by  the  saw  that  he  was  using, 
he  told  everybody,  prisoners  and  guards 
alike,  to  stay  away  from  it  because  he  had 
AIDS.  Now,  here’s  where  it  gets  good  folks. 
The  administration  took  disciplinary  action 
against  Jim  for  ‘violating  policy’  by  telling 
everybody  to  stay  away  (‘starting  a  riot’?) 

The  fact  that  Jimmy  has  the  virus  spread 
like  wildfire.  The  reaction  was  “My  God, 
we’re  all  gonna  die!”  The  need  for  some 
serious  AIDS  education  was  never  clearer. 
The  prisoners  and  police  freaked  out  and 
became  vicious.  They  slipped  notes  under 
his  door  threatening  to  burn  him  out  (set  his 
cell  on  fire)  if  he  didn’t  put  himself  in  isola¬ 
tion. 

I’ve  known  Jimmy  and  that  he  was  HIV 
positive  for  years.  I  think  to  myself  if  there 
should  be  one  person  that  shouldn’t  have 
the  virus,  it  should  be  Jim  . . .  but  then  I 
think  of  the  thousands  of  people  who  are 
positive  and  who  have  that  special  person 
that  should  be  the  one  who  shouldn’t  have 
it. 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


A  call  to  Black  lesbian 
sisters 


Since  I’ve  associated  with  him,  others 
were  beginning  to  see  that  this  person  that 
they  had  been  treating  like  walking  death 
wasn’t  so  dangerous  after  all.  Shoot,  we 
could  give  him  something  before  he  could 
give  us  something! 

If  it  hadn’t  been  for  an  excellent  physi¬ 
cian,  he  would  be  isolated  right  now.  She 
went  to  the  Warden  and  talked  for  Jimmy. 
Unfortunately  she’s  going  into  private  prac¬ 
tice  soon  and  Jim  is  going  to  lose  his  ally. 

You,  the  people  who  read  GCN  could 
help,  just  by  being  there  with  your  letters 
and  articles.  By  the  way,  you  can  write  him 
(and  me,  if  you  like)  at:  Jimmy  Sweatt, 
17655-009,  PO  Box  1010,  Bastrop,  TX 
78602. 

Sincerely, 
Jery  Ragland 
17324-009 
PO  Box  1010 
Bastrop,  Texas  78602 

We  had  our  clothes  on,  and 
still  we’re  in  the  hole! 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  appealing  to  you  for  some  assistance 
with  my  situation  that  is  at  hand.  I  am  Gay 
and  I’m  having  a  relationship  with  another 
woman  here.  My  woman  and  I  are  being 
discriminated  against  and  harassed.  Both  of 
us  have  been  told  by  their  inside  court  inside 
this  institution  that  if  we  keep  our  relation¬ 
ship  it  would  cause  us  trouble. 

The  both  of  us  are  now  in  the  hole  [isola¬ 
tion  cells]  for  60  days!  I  know  other  inmates 
that  was  caught  in  a  room  together  and  was 
only  given  3  days.  Also  I  know  of  inmates 
being  caught  in  the  bed  and  there  was 
nothing  done  but  a  room  change. 

We  got  caught  ‘out  of  place’  together  and 
with  our  clothes  on  and  we  still  got  time  in 
the  hole!  Now  tell  me  what  you  think.  This 
has  caused  a  great  deal  of  mental  anguish 
upon  myself  and  my  mate.  There  is  much 
more  at  hand.  And  the  two  of  us  would  like 
to  file  a  class  action  suit  against  this 
discrimination  (against  REAL  relation¬ 
ships).  But  neither  of  us  can  afford  an  at¬ 
torney.  Could  you  guide  me  in  the  right 
direction?  If  you  need  more  input,  let  me 
know. 

Respectfully, 
Emma  Jackson 
18653 

1479  Collins  Ave. 
Marysville,  Ohio  43040 

Queers  united  to  attack  tall- 
ism 

Dear  GCN: 

As  long-time  readers  of  your  newspaper, 
we  the  undersigned  are  very  upset.  Con¬ 
sidering  you  all  purport  to  be  so  inclu¬ 
sionary  and  so  correct,  we  are  appalled  that 
you  have  never  addressed  an  issue  that  faces 
us  all,  the  issue  of  tall-ism  in  the  les/gay 
community. 

Although  we  have  been  somewhat 
heartened  by  your  occasional  dealings  with 
looksism  as  it  deals  with  fat-hating,  we,  an 
informal  goup  of  South  Florida  short 
people,  are  deeply  offended  that  you  have 
never  addressed  short-hating  in  the  les/gay 
movement. 

How  many  times  have  we  been  over¬ 
looked  (literally)  for  leadership  positions  in 
lesbian  and  gay  organizations  for  other, 
taller,  people?  How  often  will  we  be  ridicul¬ 
ed  for  our  “failure”  to  live  “up”  to 
heterosexist,  patriarchal,  tall-ist  standards? 
How  often  will  we  have  to  be  called 
“Napoleonic”  for  attempting  to  participate 
in  the  decision-making  process  in  our  own 
community?  How  long  will  we  have  to  wait 
for  GCN,  “For  fifteen  years,  the  lesbian 
and  gay  weekly,”  to  confront  this 
community-wide  menace? 

Shame  on  you  GCN  for  continuing  to  ig¬ 
nore  this  problem! 

Sincerely, 

Society  of  Queers  United  to  Attack  Tall-ism 

(SQUAT) 
Catheryn  Jannidaughter  and 
Mark  Alvarez,  co-chairs, 
Rosa  Ortiz  Pavon 
Felix  Jackson 


by  Terri  L.  Jewell 

Despite  the  many  Feminist  treatises  and 
perspectives  written  during  the  past  decade 
by  Black  Lesbians  concerning  issues  that 
keep  Sisters  separated,  a  conscious  “skin 
condition”  still  pervades  us.  Though  this 
topic  has  been  discussed  fervently  in  many 
arenas,  treatment  has  been  cursory  in  that 
we  Black  Lesbians  are  reluctant  to  face  the 
nitty-gritty  of  our  personal  vulnerability 
when  dealing  with  this  particular  issue. 

This  piece  is  in  response  to  “casual  con¬ 
versations”  addressed  to  a  light-skinned 
Black  Lesbian  friend  of  mine  by  darker- 
skinned  Black  Lesbians  at  a  “Women  of 
Color  Dance.”  The  lighter-skinned  dyke 
was  asked  by  one  darker-skinned  newcomer 
to  the  community  whether  she  was  Cape 
Verdean  Portuguese  or  not.  When  the  light 
Sister  said  no,  the  darker  Sister  insisted  that 
she  MUST  be  Portuguese  “or  something” 
to  be  so  fair-skinned  and  still  have  the 
“grade”  of  hair  (coarser  than  expected  by 
this  woman)  that  she  had. 

During  a  later  “casual”  conversation, 
this  same  light-skinned  Lesbian  was  ad¬ 
dressed  by  an  intoxicated  and  darker- 
skinned  friend  as  a  “half-breed”  and  a 
“redbone.” 

The  darker  Sisters  seemed  to  have  no  idea 
of  the  pain  they  had  inflicted.  And  as  a 
result,  the  light-skinned  Sister  silently 

It  is  important  that  we  begin 
to  really  listen  to  how  we 
speak  and  refer  to  other 
Black  Sisters,  to  how  we 
critically  judge  by  color 
before  we  give  ourselves  the 
precious  chance  to  learn  what 
miracles  we  all  are. 

withdrew  from  them.  I  was  alarmed  by  the 
ease  with  which  the  darker-skinned  dykes 
essentially  excluded  my  friend  from  being 
Black  by  emphasizing  her  light  skin  color. 
All  four  of  us  were  in  our  30s.  When  I  at¬ 
tempted  to  explain  to  the  dark-skinned 
dykes  that  they  had  hurt  the  light-skinned 
Sister  with  their  labels,  they  each  denied  any 
malicious  intention. 

Unfortunate  occurrences  such  as  these  are 
commonplace.  Admittedly,  oppressive 
forces  surrounding  standards  of  beauty  and 
acceptability  are  at  work  and  continue  to 
wear  Black  women  out.  Nevertheless,  we 
must  stop  using  this  as  a  convenient  excuse 
to  avoid  the  extraordinarily  difficult  work  of 
setting  ourselves  free.  Unlike  white  people, 
who  refer  to  distinctions  among  themselves 
by  hair  and  eye  color,  we  do  indeed  use  our 
many  skin  colors  as  an  initial  reference 
point.  This  is  of  no  consequence  until  we 
begin  to  attach  malignant  judgements  and 
prejudiced  perceptions  to  our  own  diversity. 

We  Black  Lesbians  are  all  too  aware  of 
one  another’s  miseries: 

“Who  does  that  high-yellow  bitch  think 
she  is?  Too  pretty  to  talk  to  me?” 

“I  am  the  darkest  one  in  my  family  and  I 
was  always  made  to  feel  ugly  and  apart  from 
my  lighter  sisters.” 

“I  see  my  fair  skin  as  the  mark  of  the  slave 
master  and  I  am  very  ashamed  of  that.” 

“She  was  a  beautiful  woman  but  too  dark 
for  my  tastes.” 

“I  feel  more  comfortable  with  white  Les¬ 
bians.  With  my  light  skin,  I  do  not  stand  out 
as  much  as  I  do  with  other  Black  Lesbians.” 

“When  I  go  to  the  women’s  bars,  only  the 
other  dark-skinned  dykes  ask  me  to  dance. 
We  are  usually  relieved  we  can  accept  one 
another  long  enough  to  enjoy  dancing 
together.” 

These  comments  and  a  wide  variety  of 
others  on  the  same  theme  indicate  that  we 
Black  Lesbians  carry  some  level  of  self- 
loathing  that  may  never  leave  us  unless  we 
undertake  some  serious  self-examination 
and  honest  sharing.  We  bring  these  negative 
perceptions  into  our  relationships  with  one 
another,  living  them  out  in  acts  of  emotional 
and  sexual  game-playing,  and  “can¬ 
nibalism”  in  which  we  consume  the  ones  we 
claim  to  love  most  in  instances  of  treachery, 
gossip  and  deceit. 

It  is  important  that  we  begin  to  really 


listen  to  how  we  speak  and  refer  to  other 
Black  Sisters,  to  how  we  critically  judge  by 
color  before  we  give  ourselves  the  precious 
chance  to  learn  what  miracles  we  all  are.  We 
must  cease  addressing  our  skins  first  as 
others  outside  our  culture  do  and  strive 
toward  self-understanding  and  self-love. 
This  can  be  quickly  gained  if  we  only  take  a 
step  toward  that  goal  on  our  own. 
we  must  make  totems 
how  else  can  the  spirits  feel  us 
how  else  can  they  know  we  must  reach 
for  them  in  ourselves/our  spirits 
roam  the  skies  the  soil  &  the  seas 
not  unlike  other  deities/we  require 
homage  sacrifice  &  offerings 
those  things  we  must  give  ourselves.... 

—  from  “Box  and  Pole”  by  Ntozake 
Shange 

As  Black  Lesbians,  we  must  begin  a  hard 
journey  toward  ourselves.  The  excuses  of 
the  past  grow  weaker  for  us  as  the  present 
time  advances.  We  cannot  afford  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  dance  into  the  fires  of  misconcep¬ 
tion  and  psychic  self-mutilation.  White  Les¬ 
bians  cannot  carry  us.  All  that  is  required  of 
white  Lesbians  is  their  recognition  that  we 
are  also  dykes  but  of  a  culture  and  spirit  dif¬ 
ferent  from  their  own. 

All  that  is  required  of  us  as  Black  Les¬ 
bians  is  the  recognition  that  a  Black  dyke 
with  very,  very  light  skin  is  STILL  BLACK 
and  belongs  among  us,  and  a  Black  dyke 
with  very,  very  dark  skin  is  STILL  BLACK 
and  also  belongs  among  us.  We  must  stop 
waging  war  against  ourselves.  There  are  too 
few  warriors  among  us  and  too  few  lovers. 
We  do  not  have  the  numbers  to  be  so 
careless  with  our  own. 

Terri  Jewell  lives  in  Lansing,  Mich. 

Black 

lesbian  and 
gay  writers 
have  always 
been  here 

We  are  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  writers 
who  are  taking  the  opportunity  of  The  Se¬ 
cond  National  Black  Writers  Conference  to 
go  on  record.  We  are  well  aware  that  despite 
our  commitment  to  exploring  gender  roles 
and  to  challenging  sexual,  racial,  and  class 
oppression,  work  that  has  been  essential  to 
transforming  the  practice  of  African 
American  literature  in  this  era,  the  Black 
literary  establishment  systematically 

...the  Black  liberation 
struggle  is  imperiled  by 
homophobic  exclusion  and 
emotional,  physical,  and 
sexual  violence  aimed  at 
those  of  us  who  are  Lesbian 
and  Gay. 

chooses  to  exclude  us  from  the  range  of  its 
activities.  These  include  participation  in 
conferences,  invitations  to  submit  work  to 
journals  and  anthologies,  serious  and  non¬ 
homophobic  criticism  of  our  writing, 
positive  depictions  of  Lesbian  and  Gay 
characters,  inclusion  in  Black  studies  course 
curricula,  and  all  levels  of  formal  and  infor¬ 
mal  mentoring  and  support.  If  we  are 
sometimes  included  in  token  numbers,  it  is 
often  amid  heterosexist  protest  and 
homophobic  attacks.  Because  we  function 
with  integrity,  refuse  to  be  closeted,  and  ad¬ 
dress  Lesbian  and  Gay  oppression  as  a 
political  issue,  our  lives  and  work  are  made 
invisible. 

In  spite  of  efforts  to  ghettoize  and  exclude 
us,  we  are  part  of  a  long  and  proud  Black 


Lesbian  and  Gay  literary  tradition.  The 
Harlem  Renaissance  could  not  have  occur¬ 
red  if  it  had  not  been  for  its  Black  Gay  par¬ 
ticipants,  among  them:  Countee  Cullen, 
Langston  Hughes,  Wallace  Thurman,  Alain 
Locke,  and  R.  Bruce  Nugent.  Historically, 
Black  Lesbian  writers  have  been  less  easily 
identifiable,  but  recent  research  has 
documented  that  Alice  Dunbar  Nelson, 
Angelina  Weld  Grimke,  and  Lorraine 
Hansberry  are  also  members  of  this  tradi¬ 
tion.  James  Baldwin,  undoubtedly  the  best 
known  African  American  writer,  gave  us 
many  positive  depictions  of  Gay  male  rela¬ 
tionships  including  those  between  Black 
men.  Baldwin  opened  up  new  literary  ter¬ 
ritory  for  an  entire  generation  and  served  as 
a  special  role  model  for  those  of  us  who  are 
Lesbian  and  Gay.  Yet,  since  his  death  in 
December,  1987,  there  has  been  a  concerted 
effort  to  ignore  the  fact  that  he  was 
homosexual.  The  acknowledgement  of  our 
work  as  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  writers 
necessitates  a  major  revision  of  a  currently 
homophobic  and  inaccurate  Black  literary 
history. 

Black  Lesbians  and  Gay  men  have  always 
been  here,  as  contributing  family  members 
in  this  country  and  before  that  in  the 
Motherland  of  Africa;  but,  we  have  been 
frequently  attacked  as  traitors  to  the  race. 
Our  existence  is  not  what  threatens  the 
future  of  the  race:  instead  the  Black  libera¬ 
tion  struggle  is  imperiled  by  homophobic  ex¬ 
clusion  and  emotional,  physical,  and  sexual 
violence  aimed  at  those  of  us  who  are  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay.  Yet,  we  are  alive,  well,  and 
living  with  dignity,  carrying  out  the 
challenge  of  our  difficult  and  much  needed 
work. 


Joseph  Beam 
Becky  Birtha 
Julie  Blackwomon 
Cheryl  Clarke 
Anita  Cornwell 
Doris  Davenport 
Alexis  DeVeaux 
Jewelle  Gomez 
Craig  G.  Harris 
Essex  Hemphill 


Isaac  Jackson 
Cary  Alan  Johnson 
Audre  Lorde 
Pat  Parker 
Michelle  Parkerson 
Philip  Robinson 
Assotto  Saint 
Barbara  Smith 
Lamont  Steptoe 
Evelyn  C.  White 


This  statement  was  read  by  Barbara  Smith, 
cofounder  of  Kitchen  Table:  Women  of 
Color  Press,  and  Joseph  Beam,  editor  of  In 
The  Life:  A  Black  Gay  Anthology  during 
the  final  ceremony  of  the  Second  National 
Black  Writers  Conference,  March  24,  1988, 
held  at  Medgar  Evers  College  in  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y. 


“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  ef¬ 
fort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for 
the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send 
your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us,  and 
to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership.  Submissions 
must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE-SPACED,  AND 
NO  LONGER  THAN  FIVE  PAGES.  Send  to: 
Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA  02116. 


GCN  welcomes  all  letters  to  the  editor  ex¬ 
cept  personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  let¬ 
ters  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  The  opinions  expressed  here 
are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not  intended 
to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  member¬ 
ship.  Letters  must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE¬ 
SPACED  AND  NO  LONGER  THAN  THREE 
PAGES.  Send  to:  Community  Voices,  GCN, 
62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 


Correction 


Cindy  Rizzo  was  incorrectly  identified  as  a  board 
member  of  the  now-defunct  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Counseling  Services  (GLCS)  in  GCN,  Vol.  15,  No. 
48.  Rizzo  was  not  on  the  board  of  GLCS. 
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Pride  stirs 
political 
activism  in 
Oregon 

By  Harold  Moore  and  Jay  Brown 

PORTLAND,  Ore.  —  A  week-long  series 
of  Pride  events  here  included  a  demonstra¬ 
tion  against  a  right-wing  religious  group  that 
threatens  the  gay  and  lesbian  community. 
On  Sunday,  June  19,  the  day  after  the  Pride 
march  and  rally,  Queers  United  Against 
Closets  (QUAC)  held  a  two  hour  demon¬ 
stration  on  the  street  surrounding  Hinson 
Memorial  Baptist  Church,  a  conservative 
congregation  located  in  southeast 
Portland’s  gay  and  lesbian  neighborhood. 
QUAC  targeted  Hinson  Memorial  —  which 
sponsors  Homosexuals  Anonymous  and 
teaches  that  homosexuality  is  a  sin  —  as  a 
symbol  of  religious  opression  against  gay 
men  and  lesbians. 

About  100  lesbians  and  gay  men  marched 
and  chanted  pro-gay  slogans  in  the  first 
political  protest  against  the  religious  right  in 


Portland’s  history.  A  similar  demonstration 
is  planned  for  June  30  against  The  Orego¬ 
nian,  Oregon’s  only  statewide  daily 
newspaper.  The  newspaper  failed  to  report 
that  the  lesbian  and  gay  Pride  march  and 
rally  drew  more  than  5000  participants,  the 
largest  number  since  gay  pride  celebrations 
began  15  years  ago.  In  addition,  during  the 
week  following  Pride,  The  Oregonian 
published  an  anti-gay  column  by  Steve 
Duin. 

But  demonstrations  and  rallies  were  not 
the  only  events  that  buoyed  the  spirits  of  gay 
and  lesbian  Oregonians.  Portland  was  the 
site  of  Oregon’s  first  gay  and  lesbian  film 
festival;  comics  Tom  Amiano  and  Karen 
Ripley  joined  the  Portland  Lesbian  Choir  in 
a  delightful  concert;  and  community  mem¬ 
bers  also  attended  the  Stonewall  Run,  the 
Portland  Rose  Bowl  Tournament  (bowling), 
Soberfaire,  the  Lesbian  Art  Movement 
show,  a  special  showing  of  the  film  The 
Times  of  Harvey  Milk  —  sponsored  by  the 
employees  of  US  West  and  Pacific  Nor¬ 
thwest  Bell  —  and  Pride  at  the  Atrium,  a 
dance  party  for  the  community  sponsored 
by  the  Lesbian  Community  Project. 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Pide  Week  also  marked 
the  beginning  of  Portland’s  first  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  television  news  show.  Dubbed  Slightly 
Bent  News  by  participants,  the  half-hour 
program  was  produced  by  members  of  Port¬ 
land’s  gay  and  lesbian  press.  □ 


Oregonian  queers  protest  religious  homophobes 


Lack  of  AIDS  funding 
prompts  first  statewide 
Pride  in  North  Carolina 


By  Janelle  Lavelle 

RALEIGH,  N.C.  —  Over  2000  lesbians, 
gay  men,  and  their  supporters  joined  hands 
in  front  of  the  North  Carolina  State  Capitol 
and  were  led  by  a  veteran  female  imper¬ 
sonator  in  a  chorus  of  “Stand  By  Me”  at  the 
first  state-wide  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
March  and  Rally  on  Saturday,  June  25. 

Danny  Leonard,  who  has  been  perform¬ 
ing  as  Brandy  Alexander  for  25  years, 
prefaced  the  song  with  a  call  to  state 
authorities  to  release  AIDS  prevention  and 
education  money  allocated  to  the  state  by 
the  Centers  for  Disease  Control  (CDC). 
Over  $300,000  has  been  impounded  by  the 
state’s  Secretary  of  Human  Resources, 
David  Flaherty,  until  guidelines  for  expen¬ 
ditures  can  be  developed  that  “do  not  of¬ 
fend  the  majority  of  the  community’s 
citizens,”  Flaherty  says.  His  proposed  plans 
require  the  review  of  all  materials  printed 
with  CDC  money  by  citizen’s  boards,  and 
approval  of  all  AIDS  programs  by  the  coun¬ 
ty  health  departments. 

Leonard,  a  resident  of  Jacksonville, 
N.C.,  has  raised  over  $350,000  for  AIDS 
causes  throughout  the  state.  His  perfor¬ 
mance,  in  which  he  switched  from  a  baseball 
cap  to  a  fluffy  blond  wig  as  the  song  altered 
between  male  and  female  voices,  was  the 
emotional  highlight  of  the  day’s  activities. 
Marchers  included  people  from  Virginia  and 
those  from  North  Carolina’s  southernmost 
areas. 

The  keynote  speaker  was  Nan  Hunter, 
staff  counsel  and  director  of  the  National 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force  of  the 


American  Civil  Liberties  Union.  She 
challenged  the  state’s  majority  Southern 
Baptist  community  to  “come  back  to  what’s 
best  in  your  own  tradition,”  because 
“buried  there  are  very  important  ideas  of 
truth  and  justice.”  She  said  that  gay  people 
are  a  moral  force  of  compassion,  and  that 
non-gay  people  “are  [themselves]  a  high- 
risk  group  —  at  high  risk  for  bigotry.” 

Jill  Duvall  of  the  Durham,  N.C. -based 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Health  Project  called  292 
randomly-selected  march  participants 
stage,  and  said  that  each  person  represented 
a  North  Carolinian  who  had  died  of  AIDS. 
She,  like  other  speakers,  referred  to 
Durham  gay  activist  Scott  Hustead,  who 
died  of  AIDS  June  13. 

Suede,  a  Baltimore  musician,  was  also  a 
featured  performer.  She  ended  the  rally  with 
a  moving  rendition  of  John  Calvi’s  song, 
“The  Ones  Who  Aren’t  Here”  —  a  plea  to 
remember  those  who  are  still  too  fearful  to 
be  publicly  identified  with  the  lesbian  and 
gay  movement. 

The  few  hecklers  along  the  march  route 
shouted  religious  condemnations  at  the  par¬ 
ticipants.  Police  intervened  at  least  once  to 
keep  the  ministers  away  from  the  march 
line.  One  man  dragged  a  huge  cross,  resting 
on  a  towel  on  his  shoulder,  along  a  large 
portion  of  the  parade  route,  eventually  join¬ 
ing  one  of  the  preachers  to  shout  Bible 
verses  at  the  marchers.  “Someone  should  go 
and  remind  that  guy,”  commented  one  par¬ 
ticipant,  “that  Jesus  didn’t  get  to  use  a 
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D.C.  guys  at  Pride 


Upbeat  songs  and 
political  parodies  in  D.C. 

By  Patsy  Lynch 

WASHINGTON  —  This  year’s  Gay  Pride 
celebration  was  a  festive,  slightly  more 
political  event  that  the  last  few  Prides  in 
Washington,  D.C.  To  the  sounds  of  tooting 
horns  and  cries  of  “Gay  Rights  Now!”  The 
Pride  March  on  June  19  wound  its  way  from 
the  historic  Malcom  X  Park,  past  the  largely 
gay-inhabited  Dupont  Circle  neighborhood 
and  into  the  parade  fields  where  a  crowd  of 
about  10,000  people  gathered.  Unlike  Pride 
marches  of  the  past  few  years,  this  parade 
was  marked  with  up-beat  songs  and  political 
parodies. 

Floats  dominated  the  parade,  ranging 
from  those  sponsored  by  local  bars  to  the 
winning  float  which  parodied  the  Hardwick 


decision  upholding  Georgia’s  sodomy  law. 
Other  groups,  including  the  Gay  Men’s 
Chorus,  entertained  the  crowds  with  rendi¬ 
tions  of  “Where  the  Boys  Are”  and  “That’s 
What  Friends  Are  For.”  One  big  crowd 
pleaser  came  from  a  small  but  vocal  group 
of  women  carrying  the  Gay  Women’s  Alter¬ 
native  banner  and  singing  “Oh  When  the 
Dykes  Come  Marchin’  In.” 

The  crowds  were  entertained  throughout 
the  afternoon  by  a  variety  of  artists.  Comics 
and  choruses  joked  and  sang,  and  the  crowd 
seemed  happy  and  rather  intimate.  The  hot 
t-shirt  of  the  festival  was  the  National  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Task  Force  shirt  with 
“sodomy”  boldly  printed  on  it.  □ 


AAC 

Continued  from  page  I 

retired  admiral’s  “leadership,  objectivity, 
compassion  and  commitment  to  fairness 
and  common  sense.” 

Kennedy  expressed  slightly  confused  sen¬ 
timent.  First  he  said  he  attended  the  rally  for 
a  “simple  reason  —  we  all  believe  in  saving 
lives.  Why  that  has  to  be  so  complicated  I 
just  don’t  know.”  But  later  Kennedy  refer¬ 
red  to  AIDS  as  complex,  and  praised  the 
Commission  for  taking  the  time  to  carefully 
study  the  issues.  John  Dukakis  followed  by 
reading  a  statement  from  his  presidential 
candidate  father  about  Michael  Dukakis’ 
pride  in  the  Massachusetts  response  to 
AIDS.  He  ended  his  speech  with  an  appeal 
to  “marshalling  our  resources  like'we  would 
to  fight  any  foreign  invader.” 

Speaker  after  speaker  slammed  Reagan 
and  called  for  throwing  his  administration 
out  of  the  White  House  come  November. 
These  sentiments,  coupled  with  the  large 
presence  of  state  Democratic  heavyweights, 
began  to  give  the  event  the  feel  of  a  Dukakis 
campaign  rally.  As  the  program  progressed, 
the  speeches  shifted  towards  a  more  con¬ 
crete  discussion  of  AIDS  and  the  Commis¬ 
sion  recommendations.  For  example,  Lamb 
mentioned  the  report’s  failure  to  address 
clean  needle  exchange,  a  proposed  method 
to  help  stem  the  increasing  incidence  of 
AIDS  among  IV  drug  users,  their  families 
and  offspring.  Lamb  —  who  helped  plan 
Boston’s  recently-stalled  clean  needle  pro¬ 
posal  —  spoke  after  Prothrow-Stith,  who 
did  not  mention  her  staunch  opposition  to 
needle  exchange  in  her  peppy,  celebratory 
speech. 

The  rally  took  an  even  more  critical  and 
provocative  bent  toward  the  end  of  the 
speeches.  ACT  UP/Boston’s  LaVallee  was 
introduced  by  Kessler,  who  praised  ACT 
UP  for  its  role  as  a  critical,  rabble-rousing 
organization.  LaVallee,  after  explaining 
that  ACT  UP/Boston  did  not  support  the 
rally  or  endorse  the  Commission  report, 
chastised  the  Commission  for  its 
“venomous  hypocrisy.”  He  described  a 
number  of  the  report’s  shortcomings  and 
blasted  the  Commission  for  watering  down 
its  description  of  AIDS  —  calling  it  a 
“crisis”  instead  of  an  “emergency.” 

Some  members  of  ACT  UP/Boston 
distributed  a  flyer  further  detailing  the 
group’s  criticism  of  the  Commission  report. 
While  calling  its  anti-discrimination  recom¬ 
mendations  strong,  ACT  UP/Boston  said 
the  report  was  long-overdue  and  that 
“much  of  its  language  reflects  value-laden 
assumptions  that  fuel  the  very 
discriminatory  attitudes  it  would  seem  to 
oppose.  For  example,  the  identification  of 
‘promiscuous  sexual  activity’  as  unsafe,  and 


the  identification  of  monogamy  as  inherent¬ 
ly  safe,  is  false  and  highly  dangerous. 
Monogamous  sex  is  not  ‘safe’  sex.” 

ACT  UP/Boston  named  other  examples 
of  what  the  group  called  “sex-negative  (even 
sex-hysterical)  assertions”  in  the  report.  The 
group  also  criticized  the  report’s  failure  to 
recommend  confidentiality  for  all  people 
tested  for  HIV  antibodies  (i.e.  prisoners  and 
others  who  are  not  protected)  and  its  lack  of 
provision  for  an  explicit,  gay-affirmative 
national  standard  for  AIDS  education 
materials. 

The  speeches  of  two  people  living  with 
AIDS  closed  the  rally.  Ramos  spoke  briefly, 
describing  her  mistreatment  at  the  hands  of 
the  medical  establishment.  Grace,  an  elo¬ 
quent  gay  activist  from  Provincetown, 
Mass.,  introduced  his  remarks  by  quipping, 
“There  are  so  many  sons  here,  I  almost  wish 
I  had  my  father  up  here  with  me.” 

Grace  both  thanked  the  Commission  for 
finally  breaking  the  federal  government’s 
“legacy  of  shameful  silence,”  and  criticized 
the  unconscionable  delay.  He  stressed  the 
importance  of  remembering  past  horrors: 
“There  have  been  almost  35,000  AIDS- 
related  deaths  in  our  country  alone  and  we 
have  been  aware  of  AIDS  —  first  as  GRID 
(Gay  Related  Immune  Deficiency),  HTLV, 
HTLV  III,  now  HIV?  —  since  1981.  Seven 
years  —  why  the  silence?” 

Grace  also  outlined  a  number  of  specific 
current  concerns,  including:  the 
unavailability  of  aerosolized  pentamidine,  a 
promising  treatment  for  pneumocystis 
carinii  pneumonia  (PCP),  the  increasing  in¬ 
cidence  of  anti-gay  violence  motivated  by 
AIDS-related  hatred  and  the  dearth  of  ex¬ 
plicit  AIDS  educational  materials. 
“Watkins  recommends  ‘implementation  of 
a  comprehensive  health  education  cur¬ 
riculum  ...  to  be  in  place  by  the  year  2000,’” 
Grace  said.  “The  year  2000  is  too  late.  AIDS 
education  should  be  in  place  now.” 

Some  skeptical  activists  criticized  the  ral¬ 
ly’s  focus,  noting  that  the  AAC  has  never 
before  organized  a  political  street  action.  “I 
think  the  AAC  is  engaged  in  a  public  rela¬ 
tions  venture,  not  political  activism,”  said 
Steven  Busby  of  ACT  UP/Boston.  “Here 
they  are,  supporting  the  Presidential  Com¬ 
mission  on  AIDS  rather  than  criticizing  its 
glaring  shortcomings.” 

Silvia  claimed  that  activism  has  always 
been  on  the  agenda  of  AAC.  She  said, 
“[The  rally]  was  a  part  of  our  philosophy 
and  activities  to  raise  awareness  and  to  en¬ 
sure  that  people  are  informed.  That’s  one 
way  we  play  a  role  in  fighting  the  AIDS 
epidemic.” 

Sylvia  added,  “AIDS  Action  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  talk  with  and  work  with  people  to 
anticipate  and  prepare  for  Reagan’s 
response  to  the  Commission  report.”  □ 
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Taking  our  tales  where 
the  folks  are 


An  interview  with  Cary  Alan  Johnson,  managing  editor 
of  Other  Countries,  the  new  Black  gay  journal 


Cary  Alan  Johnson 


By  Craig  G.  Harris 

ary  Alan  Johnson  is  the  managing 
editor  of  Other  Countries,  a  new 
Black  gay  journal  (see  review,  GCN, 
Vol.  15,  No.  45).  He  is  also  a  founding 
member  of  the  Black  and  gay  Other  Coun¬ 
tries  writers’  workshop  in  New  York.  It  is 
important  to  Johnson  that  people  know  he 
is  a  native  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  that 
Africa  figures  into  his  life  very  strongly.  His 
work  with  Amnesty  International  has  allow¬ 
ed  him  to  achieve  his  goal  of  human  rights 
activism  in  Francophone  Africa.  This  inter¬ 
view  was  conducted  in  May  in  Washington, 
D.  C.,  two  days  before  Johnson  departed  for 
an  1 1 -week  stay  in  Dakar,  Senegal. 

Craig:  The  journal  is  related  to,  but  not  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  a  product  of  the  Other  Coun¬ 
tries  writers’  workshop.  Would  you  explain 
how  the  two  are  autonomous  and  how  they 
are  connected? 

Cary:  As  you  read  in  Daniel  [Garrett] ’s  essay 
on  the  emergence  of  the  journal,  [in  Other 
Countries],  there  was  quite  a  bit  of  discus¬ 
sion  over  whether  the  workshop  should  be 
the  producer  of  a  journal  like  this.  There 
were  some  people  who  felt  that  we  were  not 
professional  writers  and  did  not  want  to 
take  on  what  people  saw  as  a  professional 
endeavor.  There  were  others  who  felt  very 
strongly  that  we  needed  to  chronicle  what 
was  happening  in  the  workshop  and  in  our 
lives  —  in  our  collective  lives  as  Black  gay 
men.  So,  to  come  to  some  compromise  over 
that  issue,  we  decided  that  we  would  pro¬ 
duce  a  journal,  that  those  who  were  in¬ 
terested  would  work  on  it,  that  it  would 
have  Other  Countries'  name,  but  that  we 
would  make  no  formal  commitment  either 
to  publish  work  that  came  out  of  the 
workshop,  or  to  be  seen  as  a  product  of  the 
workshop.  The  [journal  and  the  workshop] 
would  basically  be  separate  entities. 

Craig:  At  your  recent  reading  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  Donald  Woods  describ¬ 
ed  the  collective  as  “taking  our  tales  where 
the  folks  are.”  In  that  case,  the  folks  were  at 
a  Black  gay  neighborhood  bar.  In  New 
York,  Other  Countries  writers  and  guest  ar¬ 
tists  read  at  the  popular  disco  Tracks.  Tell 
me,  where  else  have  you  taken  your  stories, 
and  what  are  your  plans  for  upcoming 
readings  and  performances? 

Cary:  I  want  to  say  that  [what  Woods 
described]  did  not  begin  with  Other  Coun¬ 
tries.  The  Blackheart  Collective,  which 
functioned,  as  the  name  stated,  more  collec¬ 
tively  than  Other  Countries  does,  and  was 
the  first  organization  of  Black  gay  writers 
that  we  knew  about,  had  the  same  sort  of 
goals.  The  goal  was  to  not  just  put  our  work 
out  into  the  Village,  or  the  Upper  West  Side, 
or  in  these  safe  gay  neighborhoods.  We  were 
committed  to  putting  our  work  out  not  only 
for  the  gay  community,  but  to  the  Black 
community  as  a  whole,  and  to  the  Black  gay 
community  specifically. 

So  even  back  in  the  early  ’80s,  we  made  a 
point  of  doing  performances  in  what  for  gay 
men  were  non-traditional  spaces,  including 
a  reading  we  did  at  the  Harlem  State  Office 
Building.  On  the  day  before  Gay  Pride  Day 
we  performed  at  the  Brooklyn  Muse,  which 
is  this  space  on  Nostrand  Avenue  in  Crown 
Heights.  It  was  kind  of  challenging  for  us 
because  we  didn’t  know  what  to  expect. 
Here  we  were,  openly  gay  men  performing 
in  our  own  community.  We  didn’t  get  a 
good  response  to  that  reading.  Not  too 
many  people  came,  but  it  was  the  first  time 
that  we  were  performing  out  at  those  spaces. 

Now  Other  Countries  is  trying  to  do  the 
same  thing  by  performing  in  Black  bars.  I’m 
including  the  Midtown  43  in  New  York, 
Nob  Hill  here  [in  D.C.]...  because  that’s 
where  people  are  and  that’s  where  we  want 
to  reach  them.  We  don’t  just  want  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  reach  the  “intellectual,”  college- 
educated  Black  men.  We  want  to  reach  out 
to  people  who  would  not  normally  be  in¬ 
terested  in  this  kind  of  work,  or  who  we 
wouldn’t  think  would  be  interested. 

In  addition,  we’ve  recently  been  granted 
some  funds  to  distribute  the  book  to  people 
with  AIDS,  and  young  gay  people,  many  of 
w'hom  will  be  Black  and  people  of  color. 
Craig:  In  his  essay  in  Other  Countries, 
Daniel  Garrett  speaks  of  the  creation  of  a 
Black  gay  aesthetic,  yet  my  sense  from 
reading  the  journal  was  that  the  con¬ 
tributors  —  mostly  from  New  York  City  and 
other  major  urban  centers  —  offer  an  ex¬ 
tremely  sophisticated  and  well-traveled 
perspective.  How  representative  would  you 
say  these  voices  are,  and  how  will  this  im¬ 
pact  on  the  formation  of  a  Black  gay 
aesthetic? 

Cary:  The  men  represented  in  the  book,  as 
well  as  the  men  in  the  Other  Countries 
workshop,  are  not  as  diverse  as  I  would  like 


to  see.  My  sense  is  that  most  of  us  are 
college-educated,  have  done  some  traveling, 
and  bring  those  perspectives  to  our  work. 
What  I’ve  been  finding  is  that  there  are 
brothers  out  there  who  are  writing,  and  who 
want  to  write,  who  we’re  just  not  reaching. 
When  we  do  something  in  a  bar,  if  we  can  at¬ 
tract  some  people  to  come  to  the  next 
workshop,  then  that’s  part  of  the  success  we 
want  to  achieve. 

I  recently  ran  across  a  manuscript  by  a 
guy  who  is  basically  a  hustler.  He  has  been 
to  college.  He’s  been  in  and  out  of  jail.  The 
manuscript  is  a  piece  of  a  novel.  It’s  a  story 
about  these  homeboys  in  the  ghetto  and  a 
couple  of  them  get  arrested  and  they  go  to 
prison.  It’s  about  their  experiences  in 
prison,  and  their  relationships,  both  sexual 
and  non-sexual,  and  the  writing  is  raw. 
There  are  lots  of  grammatical  mistakes  —  in 
terms  of  traditional  English  grammar  —  but 
it’s  fresh!  I  mean,  some  of  the  turns  of 
phrase  are  incredible.  This  is  somebody  we 
would  never  reach  if  we  didn’t  get  out  and 
try  to  make  those  inroads. 

Though  many  of  us  may  have  been  reared 
by,  or  have  moved  through  our  educational 
or  professional  goals  into  the  “middle 
class,”  whatever  that  means  for  Black  peo¬ 
ple,  I  think  that  we  are  not  removed  from 
what’s  happening  politically,  economically, 
and  socially  in  the  Black  community.  And  I 
think  that  many  of  us  make  a  point  of  conti¬ 
nuing  to  live  in  Black  communities  as  a 
choice,  because  some  of  us  may  be  in  a  state 
economically  where  we  don’t  have  to.  I 
think  there’s  a  difference  between  [our 
situation  and]  what  [James]  Baldwin  may 
have  experienced  in  his  heyday,  when  the 
thing  to  do  when  he  wanted  to  go  abroad 
was  to  go  to  Paris,  or  to  Europe.  Today  it  is 
more  important  for  us  to  go  to  Brazil  or  to 
Africa  and  to  make  those  connections.  I 
think  we  are  defining  ourselves  much  more 
in  a  Black  context,  or  maybe  an  interna¬ 
tionalist  context,  but  it’s  a  Black  context. 

Some  of  the  discussing  and  educating 


we’ve  done  in  the  workshop  has  been 
around  issues  that  are  central  to  us  as  a  peo¬ 
ple.  We’ve  discussed  the  role  of  Black 
women  in  the  community,  and  how  we 
relate  to  Black  women,  Caribbean  people 
and  the  conflicts  which  arise  between  Carib¬ 
bean  people  and  southern-rooted  Black 
Americans.  In  terms  of  a  Black  gay  aesthetic 
developing,  the  workshop  has  been  a  sort  of 
petri  dish,  a  fermenting  ground  for  that,  but 
it’s  been  only  one.  The  community  is  larger 
than  us  and  we  stay  in  close  contact  with  the 
community.  I’m  talking  about  contacts  that 
we  have  with  Joe  [Beam]  in  Philadelphia, 
contacts  that  we  have  with  you,  having  had 
Essex  [Hemphill]  at  workshops  and  having 
had  him  perform  with  us,  and  making  a 
point  to  go  hear  him  when  he  reads.  The 
aesthetic  develops,  I  think,  through  this  sort 
of  cross  germination,  and  borrowing  peo¬ 
ple’s  images  —  sexual  outlaw  images. 

I  think  even  the  styles  in  which  we  per¬ 
form  and  read  our  work  have  changed  over 
the  course  of  the  last  few  years.  I  remember 
in  the  Blackheart  Collective  we  were  still 
borrowing  our  style  from  the  white  writers 
we  were  hearing  at  the  time,  you  know, 
always  going  up  at  the  end  of  the  sentence. 
Now  we’re  borrowing  from  each  other  and 
learning  that  we  have  to  develop  our  own 
style,  and  that  style  is  Black,  it’s  forthright, 
it  borrows  more  from  the  tradition  of  Amiri 
Baraka  [a.k.a.  LeRoi  Jones]  —  taking 
words  off  the  paper  and  using  them  as  talk¬ 
ing  statements,  things  that  we  put  our  bodies 
in,  testimonies. 

But  I  also  think  it’s  very  dangerous  to  get 
into  talking  about  a  Black  gay  aesthetic, 
because  I  don’t  really  know  what  that 
means.  I  sit  down  and  I  write,  or  something 
jumps  to  me  on  the  bus  and  I  write  it  down. 
My  own  thing  is  influenced  by  Nikki 
Giovanni,  and  the  records  I’ve  heard  of  her, 
and  the  times  I’ve  heard  her  read.  I’m  talk¬ 
ing  about  when  I  was  really  just  a  kid  and 
just  being  exposed  to  poetry,  in  terms  of 
style  and  presentation.  So  if  an  aesthetic  is 


developing,  for  me,  at  least,  it’s  developing 
unconsciously. 

What  scares  me  about  the  term  aesthetic  is 
that  it  seems  like  there’s  a  definition  and 
some  people  fall  into  it  and  some  people  fall 
out  of  it.  I  want  us  to  be  open  enough  to  not 
reject  work  because  it’s  in  a  different  for¬ 
mat,  or  because  [of  what]  it’s  speaking 
about.  I’ll  give  you  an  example.  This 
brother  had  brought  a  poem  into  class,  and 
it  was  a  little  story  about  this  woman,  this 
hot  Black  woman  who  liked  to  go  out  and 
find  herself  fine  niggers.  People  were  like, 
“Why  are  you  bringing  this  into  the 
workshop?  First  of  all  it  rhymes,  and 
secondly  what  does  this  have  to  do  with  our 
Black  gay  context?”  But  the  brother  was 
honest.  He  was  coming  there  with  his  work 
and  he  wanted  to  share  it  and  he  wanted 
feedback.  That  relates  to  the  whole  question 
of  “What  is  Black  gay  literature?”  Is  it 
literature  written  by  Black  gays?  Is  it 
literature  which  has  a  theme  that  is  clearly 
Black  and  gay?  These  are  questions  that  I 
think  we’re  still  answering,  but  I  hope  that 
we  remain  open  and  flexible  on  them. 
Craig:  Other  Countries’  production  coor¬ 
dinator,  Colin  Robinson,  once  said,  “There 
are  not  enough  of  us  who  are  visible  and 
vocal  to  enjoy  the  luxury  of  streamlining  our 
efforts.  Our  writers  must  be  political  ac¬ 
tivists,  and  our  political  activists  must  be 
writers.”  Similarly,  in  a  recent  personal  cor¬ 
respondence,  poet  Essex  Hemphill  jeered, 
“I  couldn’t  write  nature  poems  if  I  wanted. 
The  last  time  I  saw  a  deer  it  was  caged  in  a 
zoo  and  I  was  11  years-old.  I  write  about 
what  I  know.” 

What  role  do  you  see  Black  gay  literature 
and  other  art  forms  taking  in  the  Black  les- 
bian/gay  movement?  How  would  you  com¬ 
pare  that  role  to  Black  lesbian  literature? 
Cary:  I  need  to  respond  to  that  with  a  ques¬ 
tion  I’m  still  trying  to  answer.  What  is  the 
Black  gay  movement?  I  guess  when  I  think 
of  the  Black  gay  movement,  I  think  of  the 
demonstrations  we  have  organized.  The  one 
that  pops  into  my  head  is  the  demonstration 
at  Blue’s  [a  Times  Square  bar  patronized  by 
Black  gay  men]  against  the  raid.  I  think  of 
our  growing  presence  at  the  gay  marches  in 
cities  around  the  country.  Then  I  start  think¬ 
ing  about  efforts  that  have  been  made  by  ar¬ 
tists,  our  purposeful  decisions  to  bring  our 
art  into  Black  communities,  and  help  people 
share  ideas  through  the  arts  by  making  the 
arts  accessible. 

I  know  that  a  lot  of  times,  the  people  I’ve 
c  seen  in  writing  workshops  and  at  readings, 
|  and  at  painting  exhibitions,  are  the  same 
^  people  I  see  marching  behind  banners  at 
1  Gay  Pride  Day,  and  at  conferences  which 
u  are  more  political  in  nature.  I  think  that  as 
artists,  we’re  out  there  already.  The  step  bet¬ 
ween  [signing  our  names  to  our  work]  and 
coming  out  to  a  demonstration  or  taking  a 
stand  at  a  meeting  with  the  Black  United 
Front  is  a  short  [one.]  , 

Those  of  us  who  are  non-fiction  writers 
and  those  of  us  who  are  becoming  more  in¬ 
terested  in  non-fiction  writing  are  going  to 
be  playing  an  increasing  role  —  I’m  talking 
about  work  that  you  have  done  in  terms  of 
writing  about  the  politics  within  our  com¬ 
munities,  or  that  Joe  [Beam]  has  done  —  in 
the  development  of  more  avenues  for  jour¬ 
nalism  in  publications  like  Other  Countries 
or  Black/Out.  This  is  going  to  mean  a  larger 
role  for  artists.  I  basically  feel  we’re  at  the 
forefront  of  the  Black  gay  movement  and 
we’re  the  people  who  chronicle  this  move¬ 
ment. 

There’s  also  a  lot  more  playwrighting 
happening.  Realistic  drama,  and  other 
forms.  Once  these  plays  start  to  be  produced 
more,  that  will  be  another  way  for  people  to 
have  a  chance  to  see  what  we’re  talking 
about,  rather  than  read  it.  A  lot  of  people 
shy  away  from  the  written  word,  or  feel  that 
they  can’t  deal  with  it  for  one  reason  or 
another.  But  once  we  start  producing  plays 
that  talk  about  this  movement,  and  talk 
about  what  we  feel  just  as  people  —  fuck  the 
movement  —  but  just  how  we  are,  what  we 
think  about  AIDS,  what  we  think  about  our 
relationships,  what  we  think  about  our 
mothers  and  fathers....  Once  we  get  that 
work  onto  stages  and  out  on  the  streets, 
that’s  going  to  make  us  participants  and 
movers  even  more. 

Craig:  You  still  haven’t  talked  about  com¬ 
parisons  to  Black  lesbian  literature. 

Cary:  They  were  there  when  we  weren’t. 
We’ve  learned  a  lot  from  them.  When  we 
first  decided  to  do  Other  Countries,  I  sat 
down  for  about  three  hours  with  Betty 
Powell  who  has  been  very  involved  in  Black 
women’s  publishing.  I  put  out  to  her  what 
we  wanted  to  do,  and  said,  “Betty,  how  do 
we  do  it?”  Not  that  I  was  coming  at  it  from 
Continued  on  page  10 
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You’re  in  Russia,  and  Moscow  has 
been  burned.  The  Grande  Armee  is 
hopeless,  heartless,  and  all  frostbitten.  You 
have  lost  faith  in  the  leader  you’ve  loved 
with  the  passion  ordinarily  reserved  for 
God;  your  disappointed  eyes  now  see  the  lit¬ 
tle  man  as  a  monster  —  insatiable,  un¬ 
daunted  by  the  number  of  his  soldiers  dead, 
madly  convinced  of  victory.  Now  — 
wouldn’t  you  desert?  Even  if  it  meant 
betraying  Bonaparte  himself? 

Henri,  the  hapless  hero  of  Jeanette 
Winterson’s  third  novel,  The  Passion, 
decides  to  make  the  break.  At  this  crucial 
juncture  midway  through  the  book  he  meets 
Villanelle,  the  red-haired  Venetian  woman 
who’s  the  other  half  of  the  story.  As  the  two 
of  them  walk  across  Russia  accompanied  by 
their  friend  Patrick,  the  drunk  and  defrock¬ 
ed  Irish  priest,  they  exchange  stories  of  pas¬ 
sion,  endure  adventure  and  disguise,  and 
swap  notions  of  why  men  go  to  war.  By  the 
time  they  arrive  in  Venice,  Henri  and 
Villanelle  love  each  other  deeply.  If  Henri 
feels  the  passion  of  a  lover  while  Villanelle 
feels  a  sister’s  devotion,  that  is  simply  the 
luck  of  the  draw.  “You  play,  you  win,  you 
lose.  You  play.”  Passion  is  always  a  gamble. 

Winterson’s  fantastic  and  ambitious  story 
will  amaze  readers  new  to  her  writing  and 


Jeanette  Winterston 


enthrall  those  familiar  with  her  first  novel, 
Oranges  Are  Not  the  Only  Fruit.  (Her  se¬ 
cond,  Boating  for  Beginners,  has  not  been 
published  in  this  country.)  Born  in  Lan¬ 
cashire  in  the  North  of  England  and  living 
now  in  London,  Winterson  won  a 
prestigious  award  in  Britain  for  Oranges..., 
the  raw  and  wild  story  of  a  Northern  girl 
raised  by  an  evangelical  mother  to  become  a 
missionary.  The  girl’s  destiny  is  thwarted  by 
her  unseemly  (and  most  certainly  sinful) 
passion  for  other  girls.  Handling  essentially 
autobiographical  material,  Winterson’s 
touch  was  confident,  her  voice  tart,  wry, 
and  very  funny.  The  wonder  of  The  Passion 
is  that  Winterson  can  bring  this  contem¬ 
porary  voice  to  Bonaparte’s  camp  in  the 
fields  of  Europe  and  through  the  labyrin¬ 
thine  canals  of  conquered  Venice.  Read  The 
Passion  —  you’ll  never  think  of  war  or  love 
or  Bonparte  in  the  same  way  again. 

As  in  Oranges...,  the  heart  of  this  novel  is 
the  complex  relationship  between  love  and 
faith  —  the  questions  explored  against  the 
backdrop  of  the  gory  battlefield  and  the 
dark  chamber  of  the  Venetian  Casino  where 
Villanelle  works.  At  the  end  of  Oranges..., 
the  narrator  mourns  the  loss  of  God  insofar 
as  it  represents  the  loss  of  an  absolute  love: 

I  don’t  even  know  if  God  exists,  but  1  do 
know  if  God  is  your  emotional  role  model, 
very  few  relationships  will  match  up  to 
it....  I  thought  once  it  had  become  possi¬ 
ble,  and  that  glimpse  has  set  me  wander¬ 
ing.. 

Winte.so'ft  picks  up  the  search  in  The  Pas¬ 
sion,  where  both  Henri  and  Villanelle  are 


seeking  a  love  of  this  dimension,  having 
abandoned  God  as  a  possible  source  of  it. 
Henri,  whose  mother  wanted  him  to  be  a 
priest,  explains  early  on: 

I  haye  shouted  at  God  and  the  Virgin,  but 
they  have  not  shouted  back  and  I’m  not  in¬ 
terested  in  the  still  small  voice.  Surely  a 
god  can  meet  passion  with  passion?  [My 
mother]  says  he  can.  Then  he  should. 

Villanelle,  on  the  other  hand,  merely  says 
wistfully,  when  dismayed  by  the  strength  of 
her  earthly  passion,  “If  I  were  a  little  dif¬ 
ferent  I  might  turn  passion  into  something 
holy  and  then  I  would  sleep  again.”  As  it  is, 
both  characters  are  rooted  in  their  search  for 
the  ultimate  human  passion. 

Neither  proves  successful  exactly,  but  a 
great  story  unfolds  in  the  process.  Henri’s 
misfortune  is  to  fall  first  for  an  Emperor, 
whose  greatest  passion  is  for  victory  (a  pas¬ 
sion  that  can  never  be  satisfied,  as  Henri 
comes  to  learn  —  there  is  always  another 
victory  to  be  had,  another  enemy  to  be  con¬ 
quered);  and  second  for  Villanelle,  a  woman 
who  can  never  return  the  feeling.  Villanelle 
opens  the  world  for  Henri:  she  teaches  him 
about  himself,  shows  him  how  to  make  love, 
opens  him  to  the  ever-changing  city  of 
Venice.  But  her  heart  has  already  been  lost 
when  she  meets  him,  and  a  heart  is 
something  you  can  only  gamble  away  once. 

Villanelle,  whose  repertoire  includes  the 
ability  to  walk  on  water  and  a  fondness  for 
dressing  up  as  a  young  man,  has  lost  her 
heart  to  a  woman,  which,  as  she  says  to 
Henri,  “you  will  admit  is  not  the  usual 
thing.”  While  the  nine-day  passion  between 
Villanelle  and  this  woman  is  the  only  con¬ 
summated,  whole  passion  in  the  novel,  it 
meets  the  same  thwarted  end  as  Henri’s 
unlucky  loves  because  (and  this  perhaps  is 
the  usual  thing)  the  lover’s  husband  is  in  the 
way.  Neither  Villanelle  nor  Henri  is  one  for 
a  compromise:  they  both  seek  passion  in  its 
fullest,  most  demanding  expression,  and 
would  rather  live  without  it  altogether  than 
suffer  the  loss  of  its  integrity.  As  Villanelle 
says  stubbornly,  “There  is  no  sense  in  loving 
someone  you  can  never  wake  up  to  except  by 
chance.”  She  refuses  to  hide  her  love  in 
snatched  meetings  or  rare  nights  together. 

If  this  sounds  like  another  tragic  novel 
about  the  impossibility  of  lesbian  love,  I  can 
only  suggest  that  you  have  faith  in  the 
powers  of  Jeanette  Winterson,  as  Henri 
must  have  faith  in  the  miracles  of  Villanelle 
and  Villanelle  must  have  faith  in  Henri’s 
ability  to  (literally)  recapture  her  heart  from 
1  her  lover’s  mansion.  Winterson’s  hope  in 
this  novel  is  to  cast  the  problems  of  lesbian 
passion  in  the  general  light  of  the  perils  of 
passion  itself,  whether  passion  for  God, 
man,  or  woman.  Readers  expecting  a  novel 
with  the  more  exclusively  lesbian  focus  of 
Oranges...  will  be  disappointed.  The  thinly 
veiled  bitterness  in  the  first  novel  about  the 
necessity  of  choosing  between  God  and  pas¬ 
sion,  family  and  sanity,  is  all  but  absent 
here,  its  expression  only  hinted  at  in 
peripheral  passages  on  tolerance,  or  on  life 
in  the  small  French  village  of  Henri’s  home. 
The  narrator  in  the  first  novel  was  still  hop¬ 
ing,  perhaps  vainly,  to  find  a  way  to  resolve 
the  painful  question  of  her  divided  loyalties, 
to  understand  the  meaning  of  her  choice  to 
be  a  lesbian.  Neither  Villanelle  nor  Henri  is 
as  anxious  to  reach  resolution;  both  meet 
the  dealings  of  their  fates  with  equanimity. 

This  openendedness  allows  Winterson 
more  room  to  play  with  language  and  ideas. 
The  element  of  fantasy,  which  appeared  at 
abrupt  intervals  in  Oranges...,  is  woven 
smoothly  throughout  The  Passion,  taking 
the  story  in  wondrous  turns  through  the 
unexpected.  Philsophical  samplings  on  the 
nature  of  happiness,  of  childhood,  of  the 
differences  between  men  and  women,  are 
scattered  through  the  text  like  colorful 
bookmarks.  And  the  language  itself  has  an 
unfamiliar  clarity  wonderful  to  read.  Rich 
with  fantasy  and  splendor  and  humor,  The 
Passion  is,  in  fact,  not  unlike  Villanelle’s 
description  of  romance: 

[It  is]  an  explosion  of  dreams  and  desire 
that  can  find  no  outlet  in  everyday  life. 
Only  a  drama  will  do  and  while  the 
fireworks  last  the  sky  is  a  different 
color.  □ 
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In  1987,  LoPresti  joined  a 
22-15  majority  in  barring  gays 
from  foster  parenthood. 
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Qualified  by  16  Years  of 
Experience. . . 

Elect 

Joseph  A. 

Ligotti 

Clerk 

Supreme  Judicial  Court 
( Suffolk  County) 


PAID  FOR  BY  THE  COMMITTEE 
TO  ELECT  JOSEPH  A.  LIGOTTI 
CLERK,  SUPREME  COURT 
JUDICIAL  COURT 
884  SHIRLEY  STREET, 
WINTHROP,  MA  02152 


Just  for  US  ... 

The  first  woman  to  woman  connection! 
By  women.  For  women.  All  women. 


You  can  . . . 

•  Have  group 
conversations  with  up 
to  7  other  women. 

•  Talk  woman  to  woman, 
one  to  one. 

•  Leave  messages  on  our 
bulletin  board. 


Discuss  . . . 

•  relationships 

•  friendships 

•  careers 

•  families 

•  anything 

. . .  with  other  women 


1-900-999-8700 

For  women  18  and  over  only. 

95  cents  the  first  minute,  45  cents  each  additional  minute. 


Common  Lives/Lesbian  Lives 


Stories,  journals,  graphics,  essays,  humor,  poetry, 
autobiography,  and  more  .  .  . 

The  experiences  and  ideas  of  common  Lesbians. 


a  lesbian 
quarterly 


We  print  the  work  of  Lesbians  who  have  been 
kept  invisible  and  silent. 


Single  issue:  $4.00 
One  Year:  $12.00 


Mention  you  saw  our  ad  when 
you  subscribe  and  get  §2  FREE! 


Common  Lives 
P.O.  Box  1553 
Iowa  City,  IA  52244 


New 


W9RDS 


A  WOMEN'S 
BOOKSTORE 

186  Hampshire  Street 
Inman  Square 
Cambridge  MA  02139 
(617)876  5310 


10  6 Toes  Wed  Fri  Sat  10  9Thurs  12  6Sun 


Books  •  Journals  •  feminist  Presses  ■  Records&Topes  ■  Cards  ■  Posters  •  Calendars  ■  T-Shirts  •  Non-Sexist  Childrens  hr 


267-3010 


GLAD -DAY 

BOOKSHOP 


LESBIAN  &  GAY  LITERATURE 


NEW  ENGLAND’S 
COMPREHENSIVE 
LESBIAN/GAY 
BOOKSELLERS 
M-SAT  9:30am  TO  11pm 
SUN  12noon  TO  9pm 


NEW  LOCATION  AND  EXTENDED  HOURS 

673  BOYLSTON  STREET  •  2nd  FLOOR 

ACROSS  FROM  THE  BOSTON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  ENTRANCE 


The  Center  for  Popular  Economics 

10th  Annual  Summer  Institute 

THE  SUMMER  INSTITUTE  FOR  POPULAR  ECONOMICS  is  a  week-long  intensive 
program  in  economics  for  people  who  are  actively  working  for  social  change.  No  matter 
what  issues  you  are  working  on,  popular  economics  training  will  make  you  and  your 
work  more  effective. 

NO  PREVIOUS  ECONOMICS  TRAINING  NECESSARY 


“I  had  a  feeling  that  I 
wouldn’t  be  able  to  partici¬ 
pate,  but  it  wasn ’t  that  com¬ 
plicated.  They  didn 't  lose 
me  for  a  minute.” 

— member,  ARISE — 
a  welfare  rights  group 

“Very  impressed  with  the 
amount  of  information  pre¬ 
sented,  the  quality  of  the 
analysis,  and  your  ability  to 
make  it  comprehensible.” 
— Director,  Center  for 
Third  World 
Organizing 


After  1  returned  from  your  Institute  we  held  a  staff  retreat  where  /  led  a  section  on  the 
economy  and  its  impact  on  our  members.  Without  the  Summer  Institute  this  would  not 
have  been  possible.” 

Member,  Hotel  and  Restaurant  Employees  and  Bartenders’  Union 

SUMMER  INSTITUTE  1988  runs  from  July  30— August  5.  Cost,  including  room  and 
board,  tuition,  and  recreational  facilities,  is  $300-$500  depending  on  income.  Scholar¬ 
ships  and  daycare  available.  People  of  color  particularly  encouraged  to  apply.  Deadline 
for  application  is  July  15. 

Write  to  THE  CENTER  FOR  POPULAR  ECONOMICS  *  Box  785L  *  Amherst,  MA  01004 


Rita  Mae  Brown’s 
amusing  writer’s 
manual 


Beginning  costs,  class  issues  in  writing  and  more 


Starting  from  Scratch,  A 
Different  Kind  of  Writers 
Manual 

Rita  Mae  Brown 

Bantam  Books,  New  York,  1 988 
$16.95  hardbound,  254  pp. 


Reviewed  by  Carrie  Dearborn 

book  about  a  serious  subject  like 
writing  by  a  comic  novelist?  Rita 
Mae  Brown’s  new  writing  manual 
had  to  be  worth  reviewing.  Of  course,  like 
most  artists,  she  dislikes  reviewers  a  lot.  I 
hope  she  means  professional  ones,  not  the 
part-time  critics  who  backed  into  it,  like  me. 

Someone  has  to  write  these  things,  and  I 
think  we  always  hope  to  be  able  to  give  a 
good  review.  For  one  thing,  good  reviews 
are  easier  to  write.  For  another,  writing  a 
book  is  a  hard  thing  to  do,  and  anyone  who 
does  it  deserves  a  lot  of  respect. 

I  also  approach  reviewing  from  the  point 
of  view  of  being  disabled  —  my  own  first 
novel  was  interrupted  by  a  coma.  Because 
this  book  is  hardcovered,  I  knew  I’d  have  to 
read  it  laying  down  so  I  could  use  my  book¬ 
stand.  The  print,  however,  was  large  enough 
to  read.  I  could  have  waited  for  the  book  to 
be  taped,  but  that  can  take  six  months.  As  I 
later  found  out,  Starting  from  Scratch  may 
not  be  taped  by  Women’s  Braille  Press. 

In  the  intro,  Brown  warns  us  that  her 
temperament  spilled  over  into  the  book. 
This  is  definitely  true  —  she’ll  range  from 
statements  like,  “What  is  there  to  life  but 
people?”  to  “As  a  woman,  I  find  it  very  em¬ 
barrassing  to  be  in  a  meeting  and  realize  I’m 
the  only  one  in  the  room  with  balls.”  (Give 
her  credit,  later  she  refers  to  having  ovaries 
—  the  equivalent  of  having  balls.) 

But  something  about  her  temperament  or 
attitude  may  be  hard  to  take.  I  consistently 
heard  from  readers  under  30  years  of  age 
that  Brown  gives  off  an  air  of  being  able  to 
“have  it  all.”  Personally,  I  think  Brown’s 
attitude  —  whatever  it  is  —  may  come  from 
being  a  lesbian  in  her  forties  in  a  straight 
male-dominated  business.  She  may  have 
had  to  fight  different  battles  than  the  ones 
we  fight  today. 

Starting  from  Scratch  is  not,  however, 
about  a  lesbian  in  publishing.  Not  the  way 
people  may  hope.  Brown  gets  through  the 
book  using  the  words  lesbian  and  gay  very 
minimally  and  only  discusses  the  issues  af¬ 
fecting  women  writers  in  part  of  one 
chapter.  Neither  does  Brown  address  racial 
and  religious  issues  in  writing. 

The  topics  that  are  covered  include  begin¬ 
ning  costs,  class  issues  in  writing,  taking  care 
of  your  body,  various  genres,  and  the  nitty- 
gritty  of  writing. 

While  reading  the  section  on  beginning 
costs,  1  could  think  of  how  glad  I  am 
that  I  was  a  young  writer  in  the  early  ‘70s. 
Ingenuity  in  the  face  of  poverty  was  ram¬ 
pant  then  —  I  just  set  up  a  desk  in  my 
bedroom  made  of  “borrowed”  milk  crates 
and  salvaged  plywood.  The  only  other 
things  I  needed  were  pen,  paper  and  access 
to  a  typewriter  and  copier;  and  when  I  had 
those  things,  I  was  in  heaven. 

As  far  as  class  politics  go,  Brown  notes 
that  “Class  hostility,  as  well  as  racial  hostili¬ 
ty  is  alive  and  well  in  America.  If  you  stay 
true  to  your  background,  there  are  poeple 
who  aren’t  going  to  read  you,  or  if  they  do, 
they’ll  attack  you.  Goes  with  the  territory. 
Get  tough.”  But  while  Brown  herself  seems 
to  have  come  from  a  working  class 
background,  she  tells  her  readers,  “Chances 
are  you  probably  started  out  in  the  middle 
classes...” 

Brown  devotes  one  chapter  to  the  idea 
that  “politics  seeks  to  conceal,  art  to 
reveal.”  She  notes,  however,  that  all  writers 
work  in  a  political  context,  whether  they 
recognize  it  or  not:  “A  worm  is  apolitical;  a 
human  being  is  not.”  All  the  same,  I  finish¬ 
ed  the  book  without  a  clear  idea  of  what 
Brown’s  political  beliefs  are.  I  have  such 
fanatical  ideas  about  the  private  lives  of 
writers  that  1  didn’t  even  try  to  guess  about 


that. 

The  book  does,  however,  contain  some 
startling  political  statements.  The  first 
remark  that  took  me  aback  was  “Character 
is  destiny.”  Well,  excuse  me,  1  seem  to 
remember  ’70s  feminists  objecting  to  the 
idea  that  “biology  is  destiny.”  But  perhaps 
Brown  means  an  author  has  to  keep 
characters  within  the  realm  of  logical 
speech.  Logical  destiny?  Sounds  boring  and 
neither  she  nor  I  is  very  good  at  it. 

In  another  startling  pronouncement,  she 
urges  writers  to  be  bisexual  and,  “if  you 
can’t  carry  out  the  act  physically,  then  at 
least  imaginatively.”  Supposedly,  this  will 
help  homosexual  writers  to  create  heterosex¬ 
ual  characters  and  vice  versa.  If  this  is  in¬ 
deed  necessary  for  a  writer,  then  a  whole  lot 
of  hets  need  to  try  homosexuality. 

Other  less  astounding  bits  of  advice  to 
younger  writers:  “Take  care  of  your  body.” 
This  makes  me  hesitate:  fat  and  disabled 
women  in  particular  may  feel  a  lot  of  pain 
on  that  one,  especially  as  Brown  seems  to 
advocate  being  underweight.  She’s  right,  of 
course,  that  writers  should  get  physical  exer¬ 
cise;  I  would  add  that  thin  women  shouldn’t 
stare  at  or  harass  fat  women  who  exercise 
and  that  the  body  is  far  more  capable  of 
physical  inactivity  than  one  would  think. 

The  chapter  on  money  handling  didn’t 
apply  to  my  circumstances  at  all,  but  it  looks 
like  it  would  be  helpful  for  some. 

She  includes  a  list  of  fun-sounding  exer¬ 
cises  for  teaching  writing  and  promotes  the 
idea  of  a  “Literary  Conservatory.”  She  also 
urges  potential  writers  to  attend  college.  I 
disagree  —  1  got  my  B.A.  from  a  non- 
traditional  school.  When  faced  with  a  tradi¬ 
tional  university,  I  lasted  about  two  months 
and  had  an  advanced  case  of  culture  and 
class  shock.  Also,  as  one  of  the  people  who 
helped  design  women’s  studioes  majors.  I’ve 
seen  what  happens  to  bold  originators  and 
creative  courses.  I’d  hate  to  see  what  would 
be  done  to  institutionalize  writing. 

There’s  even  —  brave  woman  —  a  reading 
list,  which  turns  out  to  be  fairly  Waspy  and 
shy  on  Harlem  Renaissance  and  Eastern  and 
Spanish-language  writers.  Sometimes  she’ll 
tell  you  the  authors  write  “homoerotic” 
material,  and  enough  gay  and  lesbian 
writers  are  presented,  but  the  blurbs  are  in¬ 
consistent.  Why  doesn’t  she  mention  that 
Phyllis  Wheatley  was  the  first  published 
Black  American  poet? 

All  in  all,  the  reading  list  baffled  me  and 
some  friends.  Besides  the  inaccuracies,  some 
of  the  books  would  not  be  easily  available. 
There  are  plenty  of  Old  English  texts  in  the 
reading  list,  which  probably  seems  odd  or 
even  insulting  to  readers;  she  suggests 
reading  them  in  the  original.  I  know  it’s  an 
experience  to  hear  and  feel  the  sounds  of  7th 
century  Old  English,  to  play  with  words  in  a 
much  more  flexible  way  than  you  can  now, 
but  is  it  necessary? 

Oddly,  at  one  point  in  the  book,  she 
quotes  writer  Somerset  Maugham  saying, 
“There  are  three  rules  for  writing  a  novel. 
Unfortunately,  no  one  knows  what  they 
are.”  Brown’s  comment  is,  “Truer  words 
were  never  written.”  If  she  really  feels  this 
way,  she  just  contradicted  her  whole  book. 
Secretly,  I  hope  she’s  standing  in  the  next 
room  —  laughing  as  1  did  through  this 
whole  book  —  all  the  while  dumbfounding 
readers  and  critics  alike,  trying  to  get  us  to 
laugh  at  our  own  seriousness.  □ 
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“Because  our  *deix*  u  Black  Gay  men  has  been  costly.  I  relish  and  am  sus- 
tamed  by  the  new  and  old  voices  m  Other  Countries  I  breathe  more  deeply 
and  walk  with  more  pride  knowing  you  are  here  " 

Joseph  Beam 
editor  of  In  The  Life  A  Bloc*  Coy  Anthology 

“in  this  tune  erf  foreboding  dreams,  in  this  year  ol  the  deaths  ol  Bruce 
Nugent,  Bayard  Rustin,  and  James  Baldwin.  Other  Counmei  is  bom.  It  fills 
me  This  beautiful,  fitful  work  is  the  other  part  of  my  black  gay  self  I  am 
replenished  I  dance  I  long  for  more  Welcome,  Other  Counmei,  to  this 
'intimate  dimension'  of  living  Write  for  our  lives” 

Cheryl  Clarke 
author  of  Living  <u  a  Letbuin 

“  a  journal  packed  with  intelligence,  passion  and  talent  It's  black  and 
gay  and  hugely  exciting  stones,  interviews,  poetry,  plays  and  essays 
that  glimmer,  sail,  and  sing  ” 

Samuel  R.  Delany 

award-winning  science  fiction  author 

“The  Gay  Black  Man  .  in  this  anthology,  invites  the  rest  of  us  to  attend 
and  to  comprehend  and  to  defend  this  difficult,  courageous  birth  into  a  com¬ 
munity  of  succor  and  of  dreams 

I  am  inspired  by  this  developing  evidence  of  an  humane  and  pioneer  sur¬ 
vival” 

June  Jordan 


GDTHER  (COUNTRIES 


B  lacl{  Gay  Voices 


Cover  graphic  of  Other  Countries,  by  Terence  Taylor 


Talking 

Continued  from  page  7 

zero  experience;  like  I  said,  I  had  been  in¬ 
volved  in  Blackheart  as  had  a  number  of  the 
men,  but  we  were  taking  on  something 
larger  now.  Betty,  being  the  nurturing  kind 
of  figure  that  she  is,  gave  me  that  time,  gave 
me  much  emotional  support,  and  lots  of 
resources. 

We’ve  been  involved  in  discussions  with 
Kitchen  Table:  Women  of  Color  Press 
[Albany,  NY]  about  doing  readings  with 
them.  We’ve  had  real  positive  interaction 
with  the  Asian  lesbian  community,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  terms  of  demonstrations.  I  think 
we’ve  been  nurtured  by  women  and  have 
learned  from  some  of  their  mistakes  and 
successes. 

I  would  want  to  look  at  whether  there  was 
more  support  coming  from  the  lesbian  com¬ 
munity  as  a  whole  for  publishing  efforts 
than  there  was  coming  from  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  as  a  whole,  if  perhaps  there  were 
more  women’s  presses  or  resources  there 
that  allowed  Black  women  to  take  their  lead. 
But  I  don’t  know,  that’s  something  I’d  want 
to  look  at.  The  bottom  line  is  that  we’ve 
been  up  in  the  bars,  we’ve  been  up  in  the 
baths,  and  those  things  take  energy  and  they 
take  time.  You  can’t  spend  six  hours  in  the 
bath  house  and  then  come  home  and  write 
the  last  dissertation.  Which  is  a  shame 
because  those  six  hours  in  the  bath  house 
might  have  given  you  wonderful  material  to 
write  about.  But  we  did  not  make  that  same 
kind  of  translation.  We’ve  been  very  dick- 
oriented. 

So  anyway  here  we  are.  We  are  emerging. 

I  have  a  shelf  now  of  [Black  gay]  material, 
and  that’s  new.  Whether  we  learned  from 
sisters  who  were  at  the  forefront  of  these 
self-publishing  efforts,  we’re  doing  our  own 
thing  now  learning  from  them. 

I  know  a  lot  of  men  in  the  community, 
Black  gay  men,  who  have  looked  to  Black 
lesbian  literature  as  the  only  food  they  had.  I 
know  when  I  got  my  copy  of  Home  Girls  I 
was  like  through,  because  it  was  just 
wonderful,  and  I  had  to  find  myself  in  that 
because  there  was  nothing  comparable  hap¬ 
pening.  Though  In  the  Life  (a  Black  gay  an¬ 
thology,  ed.  Joe  Beam,  Alyson  Publ., 
Boston,  MA,  1986]  and  Home  Girls  [a  Black 
lesbian  anthology,  ed.  Barbara  Smith,  Kit¬ 
chen  Table:  Women  of  Color  Press,  NY, 
1983]  were  somewhat  around  the  same 
period  of  time,  there’s  been  so  much  more 
produced  by  Black  women.  Now,  that’s  not 
the  case  anymore.  We  have  a  large  number 
of  books  dealing  with  gay  Black  themes  that 
I  have  not  read  yet,  and  that’s  wonderful. 
Craig:  In  a  recent  article,  “The  Illegitimates 
of  Afro-American  Literature,’’  Ann  Allen 
Shockley  applauds  the  emergence  of  a  “neo- 
sexual  genre”  to  Afro-American  literature, 
but  notes  that  “regrettably,  too  many  of 
these  literary  works  are  being  disregarded  by 
the  august  body  of  Black  critics  and 
scholars,  as  well  as  some  writers  who  view 
the  works  with  disdain.”  Do  you  see  a 
greater  acceptance  of  lesbian/gay  Afro- 
American  literature  on  the  part  of  the  non¬ 
gay  Black  community,  its  leaders, 
academics,  and  general  readership? 

Cary:  In  terms  of  academics,  I’m  really  not 
the  person  to  respond  to  that  because  I’m 
not  a  literati  type  person.  I  don’t  even  know 
who  most  of  those  critics  she  was  talking 
about  are,  and  so  I  don’t  even  want  to  touch 
that.  In  terms  of  general  readership,  I  think 


that  our  audience  is  going  to  be  Black  gay 
men,  some  Black  gay  women,  some  white 
gays  and  a  few  progressive  straights  for 
some  time  to  come.  I  don’t  see  that  changing 
rapidly.  I  know  from  my  personal  ex¬ 
perience.  I’ve  been  working  on  [Other 
Countries ]  for  a  year  and  a  half  and  I  gave 
copies  of  it  to  my  mother  and  father,  and  my 
aunt  who  gave  me  money  to  help  see  it  pro¬ 
duced  and  they  haven’t  read  it  yet.  So  I 
think  people  may  be  supportive  in  different 
ways  but  are  going  to  be  afraid  to  open  it  up 
and  read  it.  Other  people  may  have  a  dif¬ 
ferent  perspective,  but  1  don’t  see  this  crack¬ 
ing  quickly.  With  the  backlash  of  anti-gay 
sentiment  that  has  come  out  of  the  health 
crisis,  I  don’t  see  our  work  as  being  widely 
accepted  real  quickly. 

That’s  not  to  say  we  need  to  stop  agitating 
for  that.  I  think  [Barbara  Smith  and]  Joe 
Beam’s  efforts  at  the  Black  Writers’  Con¬ 
ference  were  essential  and  need  to  be  sup¬ 
ported  and  multiplied  (see  GCN,  Vol.  15, 
No.  39).  I  think  we  need  to  take  every  op¬ 
portunity  to  read  to  straight  audiences  — 
particularly  Black  straight  audiences  —  and 
turn  them  out  by  reading  work  like  Essex’s 
“...I  place  my  ring  on  your  cock,”  you 
know,  whatever  it  takes.  We  need  to  merge 
that  with  work  that  is  accessible  to  them,  or 
that  they  feel  is  accessible  to  them. 

Craig:  You’ve  spent  three  years  living  and 
teaching  in  Zaire,  made  repeated  trips  to 
Africa  over  the  past  few  years,  and  you’re 
now  on  your  way  to  Dakar  for  the  summer. 
You’ve  written  about  the  Zanda  warriors 
and  adandara  women  of  Upper  Zaire,  and 
the  Mijikenda  of  East  Africa,  for  whom 
homosexuality  is  quite  common.  How  do 
our  brothers  and  sisters  in  these  other  coun¬ 
tries  identify  themselves  and  their  struggles? 
What  is  the  level  of  gay  consciousness? 
Cary:  I’m  scared  to  make  statements  about 
how  Africans  define  themselves,  or  how  a 
gay  African  would  define  himself,  or  what 
his  or  her  movement  would  consist  of 
because  I  feel  more  like  an  outsider  to  that. 
What  I  can  state  is  that  there  is  a  growing 
gay  African  population  in  the  cities  of  the 
continent. 

Craig:  Openly  gay? 

Cary:  Well,  openly  by  African  standards. 
You’re  not  for  a  long,  long  time,  if  ever,  go¬ 
ing  to  have  a  situation  where  people  can  feel 
free  to  march,  or  say  “I’m  gay;  1  want  my 
rights,”  or  have  an  open  association.  But 
that  may  not  be  the  route  that  gay  liberation 
in  Africa  goes.  It  may  be  more  of  a  quiet 
kind  of  acceptance,  or  that  Africans  won’t 
feel  that  same  need  for  legislative  and 
political  changes. 

But  I  haven’t  been  in  Africa  [for  an  ex¬ 
tended  period]  in  two  years  now.  I’m  very 
curious  to  see  how  things  have  changed,  par¬ 
ticular  with  the  high  rates  of  AIDS  infec¬ 
tion  in  those  countries  —  in  the  countries 
where  AIDS  is  prevalent  in  Africa.  Because 
I  know  it  will  have  had  an  effect  on  the  gay 
communities  in  that  this  disease  is  still 
stigmatized,  even  though  it’s  not  the  case  in 
Africa  of  a  gay  disease  —  it’s  not  the  case  in  the 
States  either,  but  certainly  the  prevalence  is 
higher  here  in  the  States.  I’m  curious  to  see 
if  the  repression  visited  on  gay  people  in 
those  countries  has  caused  people  to  say, 
“Fuck  it.  I’m  here,”  being  more  open,  or 
caused  people  to  go  more  under  cover.  If  I 
take  a  city  like  Nairobi  for  example,  there 
were  meeting  places,  there  were  cafes  that 
were  known  to  be  frequented  by  gay  people. 

But  1  wonder  why  I’m  feeling  so  uncom- 
Continued  on  page  12 
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Stop 


this  man  before 
he  writes  more 

Arthur  Frederick  Ide’s  feeble  Gomorrah 


Gomorrah  &  the  Rise  of 
Homophobia 


Arthur  Frederick  Ide 

The  Liberal  Press,  Colinas,  TX, 

$  5.95  paper,  1 14  pp. 


1985 


T 


Reviewed  by  Duncan  Mitchel 

o  begin  with,  I  want  to  assure  my 
readers  that  the  spleen  I  am  about  to 
vent  is  hard-earned:  I  read  Gomorrah 
&  the  Rise  of  Homophobia  from  first  page 
to  last.  Its  Iowa-born  author  claims  fluency 
in  “numerous  ancient  and  contemporary 
languages,”  but  unfortunately,  English  isn’t 
one  of  them: 

Such  homophobia  intensified  and  liqui¬ 
fied  into  a  sophmoric  slurry  that  sliced  at 
the  heart  of  human  dignity  slithered  out  of 
the  bowels  of  hell  when  the  cities  declined 
in  population,  strength,  importance  and 
power  as  seen  in  the  un-Christ-like  judge¬ 
ments  of  senile  church  synods  which  pro¬ 
mulgated  mephistophlean  mimographic 
mizmaze  of  intolerant  dogmas  as  if  the 
world  had  gone  mixogamous  and  could  not 
tolerate  a  surplus  of  males  [pp.  69f;  punc¬ 
tuation,  spelling,  syntax,  and  rhetoric  as  in 
the  original]. 

As  this  example  shows,  Gomorrah  &  the 
Rise  of  Homophobia  slithered  out  of  the 
bowels  of  hell  and  into  print  without  in¬ 
terference  from  copy  editors  or  proof¬ 
readers.  Similar  howlers  can  be  found  on 
nearly  every  page;  I  regret  that  I  lack  space 
to  quote  more  of  them.  (Wait,  I  can’t  resist 
this  one:  homosexuality  was  denounced  by 
“a  lunatic  fringe  within  the  Christian  com¬ 
monwealth  who  raised  their  parched  lips 
toward  the  ceasepool  or  censorship  spawn¬ 
ing  demigogues”  [p.  94])  Ide  should  be 
ashamed  of  himself  for  having  submitted  a 
manuscript  in  such  condition  to  a  publisher. 
But  so  should  The  Liberal  Press,  for  sending 
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this  gibberish  into  the  world. 

Ide’s  command  of  source  material  is  as 
feeble  as  his  command  of  style.  He  thinks, 
for  example,  that  the  early  Christian  tract 
The  Letter  of  Barnabas  “concluded  that 
homosexuality  (actually  child-molestation) 
occurred  when  a  man  ate  rabbit  (cf.  Lev. 
11:5)”  (p.  85).  But  Barnabas  is  allegorical 
interpretation  of  the  Mosaic  law:  the  author 
explains  that  the  dietary  laws  are  not  meant 
as  “a  literal  ban  on  eating,  and  Moses  was 
speaking  spiritually....  [When  Moses  forbids 
the  eating  of  swine,]  what  he  is  really  saying 
is,  ‘you  are  not  to  consort  with  the  class  of 
people  who  are  like  swine....’”  Among  other 
things,  he  also  says,  “You  are  not  to  eat  of 
the  hare,  by  which  he  means  you  are  not  to 
debauch  young  boys,  or  become  like  those 
who  do;  because  the  hare  grows  a  fresh 
orifice  in  its  backside  every  year...”  ( Bar¬ 
nabas,  ch.10,  translation  by  Maxwell 
Staniforth,  Early  Christian  Writings , 
Penguin,  1970).  Ide  refers  to  Barnabas  only 
in  passing,  but  his  carelessness  shows  that, 
fluent  in  ancient  languages  or  not,  he  has 
not  mastered  the  basic  Christian  primary 
sources. 

Ide  can  jump  whole  millennia  in  a  single 
sentence:  “This  aspect  did  not  diminish  as 
society  moved  away  from  the  empire,  for 
Bede  [673-735]  details  how  Pope  Gregory 
the  Great  [5407-604]  encountered  the 
beautiful  boys  for  sale  in  the  public  markets 
of  Rome,  and  was  entertained  at  the  courts 
of  Europe  through  the  time  of  James  VI  &  I 
[1556-1623]  who  confessed  his  own  love  for 
‘Stinky,’  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,”  (p.  89; 
I’ve  supplied  the  dates).  That  Gregory  the 
Great  was  a  long-lived  feller. 

More  serious  is  Ide’s  inability  to  develop  a 
sustained  argument.  In  the  first  chapter,  he 
declares  that  male  homosexual  acts  were 
prohibited  in  Leviticus  18:22  (not  17:22,  as 
he  says  on  page  2)  and  20:13  in  order  to 
“preserve  [the]  uniqueness”  of  the  ancient 
Jewish  “world”;  he  then  says  that  because 
the  “numbers”  of  “the  ancient  Jewish 
world  were  small  in  terms  of  general  popula¬ 
tion,  the  early  teachers  argued  against 
legitimizing  any  form  of  human  sexual 
behavior  that  would  not  chance  to  lead 
towards  procreation.... with  both  masturba¬ 
tion  and  coitus  inlerruptus  being  expressly 
forbidden,”  (p.l).  This  is,  at  best, 
speculative;  Leviticus  18:22  and  20:13  say 
nothing  about  procreation,  only  that  two 


males  who  lie  together  have  both  committed 
toevah.  And  it  is  false  that  masturbation 
and  coitus  inlerruptus  were  “expressly  for¬ 
bidden”  :  nothing  is  said  about  either  prac¬ 
tice  in  the  Mosaic  law.  An  agile  interpreter 
could  infer  a  prohibition  of  withdrawal 
from  the  story  of  Onan  (Genesis  38),  but  this 
is  not  the  same  as  an  express  prohibition. 

Ide  then  claims  that  the  Levitical  prohibi¬ 
tion  has  something  to  do  with  gender  roles. 
This  is  not  an  unreasonable  inference  from 
“you  shall  not  lie  with  a  male  as  with  a 
woman,”  (Lev.  18:22);  but  to  say  that  “The 
fact  that  homosexuals  in  the  Sister  Cities  of 
the  Plain. ..adopted  gender  stereotype 
roles... and  especially  enacted  the  roles  dur¬ 
ing  religious  rituals...”  (ibid.)  is  not  a  fact  at 
all.  We  know  nothing  about  the  sexual  or 
religious  practices  of  homosexuals  —  or  of 
heterosexuals  for  that  matter  —  in  Sodom 
and  Gomorrah,  since  the  only  information 
we  have  about  those  cities  (and  it  isn’t 
much)  comes  form  passages  in  the  Hebrew 
Bible  which  were  written  several  hundred 
years  after  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  were 
destroyed.  Why  people  who  were  “slowly 
coming  towards  strict  monotheism”  should 
have  been  “infuriated”  (ibid.)  by  the 
“gender  stereotype  roles”  adopted  in  cities 
which  had  been  ashes  for  most  of  a  millen- 
ium,  is  something  Ide  never  explains.  “Thus 
the  act  was  seen  as  a  form  of  idol 
worship....”  (ibid) 

But  ancient  Israel  shared  a  number  of 
religious  practices  with  idolatrous  cultures, 
among  them  animal  sacrifice  and  circum¬ 
cision;  what  was  different  about  male 
homosexuality,  in  or  out  of  a  ritual  context? 
“Being  a  suspicious  people  who  cultivated 
xenophobia  to  a  fine  art,  the  ancient  Jews 
were  convinced  that  if  a  heterosexual  was 
near  a  homosexual,  the  latter’s  sexual 
preference  and  affectional  proclivity  would 
some  how  [s/c]  either  rub  off  or  infect  the 
heterosexual  by  means  of  direct  or  indirect 
contact,”  (p.3);  since  Ide  has  no  evidence  to 
support  this  statement,  it  can  only  be 
regarded  as  abuse.  Ide  himself  is  indulging 
here  in  a  variety  of  xenopohbia  known  as 
anti-Semitism. 

The  book  does  not  deserve  detailed 
refutation;  I’ve  spent  so  much  time  on  it 
because  I’ve  seen  it  cited  in  other  publica¬ 
tions  as  if  it  were  a  serious  study.  My  review 
copy  will  take  its  place  on  my  shelf  next  to 
such  clown  princes  of  prose  and  clear 
reasoning  as  Jerry  Falwell  (Listen, 
America!),  John  Wesley  White  (The  Com¬ 
ing  World  Dictator),  and  Francis  Schaeffer 
(He  Is  There  and  He  Is  Not  Silent)  — 
reading  them  aloud  livens  up  parties.  Ide 
boasts  of  having  written  “over  200  books,” 
and  he  cites  himself  frequently  in  his  foot¬ 
notes.  Save  a  tree:  stop  this  man  before  he 
writes  more.D 


The  powerful 
that  wasn’t 


expose 


Arthur  Frederick  Ide  did  write  more 


Homosexuals  Anonymous 

Arthur  Frederick  Ide 

Tanglewuld  Press,  Garland,  TX,  1987 

$ 5.95  paper,  76  pp. 


Reviewed  by  John  Kyper 

This  is  a  very  disappointing  book.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  the  author  has  allowed 
his  pedantry  to  bury  what  could  have 
been  a  scathing  indictment  of  homophobia 
and  hypocrisy  among  “born  again”  fun¬ 
damentalists  and  similar  small-minded 
authoritarians  with  dirty  secrets  to  hide.  It  is 
a  powerful  theme  that  practically  cries  out 
for  well-crafted  expose,  on  the  order  of 
God’s  Bullies,  Perry  Deane  Young’s  1982 
analysis  of  the  religious  New  Right. 

Homosexuals  Anonymous  tells  the  story 
of  one  particularly  tormented  but  oppor¬ 
tunistic  individual,  whose  life  appears  to  be 
a  struggle  alternating  between  denial  of,  and 
submission  to,  his  most  natural  desires.  Col¬ 
in  Cook  was  born  in  England  during  World 
War  II  and,  by  his  own  account,  was  “led  to 
faith  in  Christ”  at  age  15.  He  became  a 
Seventh  Day  Adventist  minister  sometime  in 
the  late  1960s,  but  after  several  years  he  left 
the  pulpit  to  plunge  headlong  into  a  gay 
demi-monde  of  heavy  drinking,  compulsive 
cruising  and  anonymous  sex. 

Then  in  1978  he  “took”  a  wife,  had  a  son 


HOMOSEXUALS 

ANONYMOUS 

Arthur  Frederick  Ide 


and  pronounced  himself  “cured”  of  his 
homosexuality.  He  returned  to  the  ministry, 
convinced  he  had  a  mission.  True  to  his  rigid 
religious  background,  he  became  a  zealot, 
fiercely  attacking  what  he  had  been.  He 
Continued  on  page  12 
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The  Meeting  House 
236  Commercial  Street 
Provincetown,  MA 
July  15,  16,  17  8pm 
Ticket  Info:  487-9344,  487-4121 

Tickets  available  at  the  door  &  at  New  Words  Bookstore,  Cambridge 
Suggested  donation:  $12  at  door/$IO  in  advance 


Fred  Small  in  conceit 

Saturday,  August  20 


United  Brass  Quintet 

Saturday  july  30 


Lavender  Hearts 

Stones  &  Photographs  of 
Lesbian  Romance 
jenmfer  Justice  &  Susan  Wilson 
Friday  &  Saturday  July  8,  9 


Expose 


Continued  from  page  1 1 

fashioned  his  concepts  of  pseudo-science 
and  crackpot  psychobabble,  sanctimonious¬ 
ly  combining  lofty  exhortations  to  “love” 
the  homosexual  with  some  of  the  most  un¬ 
charitable  and  malevolent  condemnations 
imaginable. 

Cook  became  quite  prodigious  in  his  new 
calling:  with  another  “reformed  homosex¬ 
ual”  he  founded  the  Quest  Learning  Center 
in  Reading,  Pennsylvania,  a  place  where  he 
could  employ  his  contradictory  theories  in 
an  attempt  to  relieve  the  guilt-ridden  and 
gullible  of  their  “affliction”  —  and  no 
doubt  a  good  deal  of  their  money,  as  well. 
He  also  got  the  Seventh  Day  Adventist 
church  to  kick  in  over  $47,000  a  year. 

As  he  attracted  more  people,  he  began  to 
lecture  around  the  country  and  organize 
chapters  of  Homosexuals  Anonymous,  a 
fundamentalist-based  group  relying  heavily 
on  “faith  testimonials.”  HA  (the  initials 
seem  appropriate)  attempted  to  use  the  gay 
press  to  propagandize,  and  Ide  shows  it  had 
some  success  getting  into  the  gay  weekly 
This  Week  in  Texas,  at  least.  In  1985  he 
published  his  book  Homosexuality:  An 
Open  Door?  which  repeated  his  exaggerated 
claims  of  a  “cure.” 

His  policy  manual  recommended  that  the 
chapters  of  HA  send  at  least  10  percent  of 
their  weekly  collections  to  the  national 
organization  and  added,  “No  large  funds 
should  accumulate  at  the  local  chapter 
level.”  But  like  the  ex-Reverend  Jim  Bak- 
ker,  it  was  not  greed  but  good  old  fashioned 
lust  that  led  to  his  downfall.  Once  again, 
fundamentalism’s  incessant  search  for 
“born  again  ex-gay”  proselytes  was  to  meet 
with  bitter  disillusion. 

In  late  1986  Colin  Cook’s  house  of  cards 
abruptly  fell  apart.  Dr.  Ron  Lawson  of 
Queens  College  in  New  York  and  Seventh 
Day  Adventist  Kinship,  the  denomination’s 
organization  for  “gay  men  and  women  and 
their  friends,”  (who  are  not  seeking  a 
“cure”)  released  a  letter  detailing  the  results 
of  interviews  with  14  former  Quest  par¬ 
ticipants.  These  individuals  angrily  accused 
him  of  sexually  abusing  them,  manipulating 
them  and  “titillating  himself  at  their  ex¬ 
pense.”  Ironically,  the  “cure”  had 
backfired  and  as  a  result  all  of  them  ended 
up  affirming  their  gayness. 

In  reply  to  the  findings,  Cook  admitted  he 
had  engaged  in  “hugs  to  erection”  and 
“semi-nude/nude  massages”  with  males 
who  had  entrusted  themselves  to  his  peculiar 
“ministry.”  Twelve  of  the  14  charged  he 
had  urged  them  to  undergo  these  massages, 
and  nine  said  he  had  insisted  on  going  over 
the  details  of  their  sexual  fantasies  and  ex¬ 
periences.  He  had  also  invited  his  charges  to 
engage  in  mutual  masturbation  with  him. 

Cook  claimed  he  had  been  “deluded” 
and  said  he  had  attempted  to  excuse  his  ac¬ 
tions  as  “nurturing  or  desensitizing  that  had 
gotten  out  of  control  [sic].”  He  added,  “In 
this  1  now  see  I  was  rationalizing.  I  was  real¬ 
ly  involved  in  seduction.”  Rationalizing 
seemed  to  be  his  outfit’s  forte:  after  all  was 
said  and  done,  no  one  at  Quest  had  changed 
sexual  orientation,  and  no  one  knew  of 
anyone  who  had. 

Although  Cook  and  Co.  had  been 
thoroughly  discredited,  his  former 
associates  appealed  to  the  members  for  their 
prayers  and  continued  support  of  HA  and 
Quest.  Like  Jim  and  Tammy  Bakker,  he  had 
created  a  little  empire  that  was  too  lucrative 
to  lose.  (After  witnessing  such  blatant 
hypocrisy  and  manipulation,  it  is  no  wonder 
that  Fundamentalists  Anonymous  is  now 
experiencing  such  phenomenal  growth  —  as 
well  as  furious  condemnation  from  the  likes 
of  Jerry  Falwell.) 

Ide  notes  that  Colin  Cook’s  true  legacy  is 
twofold:  he  propagated  bigotry  and  self- 
hatred,  but  he  also  contributed  to  the 
development  of  gay  awareness  inside  his 
denomination,  especially  by  giving  a  boost 
to  the  organizing  of  Seventh  Day  Adventist 
Kinship. 

This  is  a  gripping  story,  but  I  wish  the 
author  had  told  it  more  skillfully.  Instead, 
we  are  treated  to  a  number  of  turgid  and 
long-winded  exegeses  of  the  many  Biblical 
pronouncements  commonly  used  to  con¬ 
demn  us,  and  of  the  equally  diverse 
psychological  theories  concerning  homosex¬ 
uality.  His  footnotes  take  up  as  much  space 
as  the  text  itself  in  this  slim  volume,  and  it  is 
annoying  to  find  a  number  of  untranslated 
citations  still  in  the  original  Greek. 

Ide  is  also  generally  too  defensive,  acting 
as  if  he  has  to  justify  homosexuality.  Yes, 
the  book  of  Leviticus  also  forbids  the  eating 


of  shellfish  and  the  wearing  of  garments  of 
more  than  one  kind  of  cloth,  and  it’s  true 
that  its  apparent  condemnation  of  homo¬ 
sexuality  amounts  to  a  false  interpretation. 
But  many  of  us  already  have  this  informa¬ 
tion  and  I  doubt  it  has  much  impact  on  the 
fundamentalists.  They  are,  unfortunately, 
not  very  amenable  to  logic,  especially  when 
the  contradictions  in  their  most  cherished 
beliefs  and  prejudices  are  exposed.  Nothing 
slams  as  loudly  as  a  closed  mind.  As  a 
bumper  sticker  I  once  saw  proclaimed: 
“The  Bible  —  God  said  it.  I  believe  it.  That 
ends  it.” 

Colin  Cook  was  not  the  first  homophobe 
to  be  caught  with  his  pants  down,  and  surely 
he  will  not  be  the  last.  In  1980  Robert 
Bauman  of  Maryland,  a  leading  New  Right 
congressman  and  opponent  of  gay  rights, 
had  his  political  career  destroyed  when  he 
was  arrested  just  before  the  election  for 
soliciting  a  male  prostitute.  God’s  Bullies 
documented  the  duplicitous  closetry  of 
Terry  Dolan,  operative  of  the  National  Con¬ 
servative  Political  Action  Committee.  And 
later,  when  Dolan  died  of  AIDS,  the  Right 
tried  to  cover  over  that  embarrassing  fact. 

Such  double-think  is  inevitable  to  all 
authoritarian  systems  that  insist  upon  seeing 
homosexuals  as  “other”  —  which  is  why  I 
find  the  pretentious  my-shit-don’t-stink  at¬ 
titude  of  columnists  like  George  Will  and 
Norman  Podhoretz  so  grossly  hypocritical. 
We  are,  literally,  everywhere,  in  every  fami¬ 
ly  and  organization.  This  fact  is  the  Achilles 
heel  of  the  “Moral  Majority,”  and 
something  that  gay  moderates,  their  liberal 
supporters  and  leftists  alike  have  been  too 
timid  to  face  because  of  its  implications.  But 
now  more  than  ever  before,  it’s  a  message 
we  need  to  spread.  □ 


Talking 

Continued  from  page  10 


fortable  talking  about  this.  One,  because 
I’m  on  my  way  back  to  the  continent  in  a 
professional  capacity.  Two,  I’m  scared  of 
creating  problems  for  people.  I’m  scared 
that  someone  may  read  this  article  and  that 
it  may  get  back  to  the  ambassador  of  Kenya, 
and  it  may  cause  more  problems  for  these 
people  than  the  good  it  would  do  to  help 
them  gain  some  exposure. 

One  of  my  main  projects  when  I  go  to 
Africa  this  summer  is  to  find  a  gay  African 
who  I  can  ask  all  these  questions  and  more, 
because  I’m  not  the  person  to  be  answering 
them.  Though  I  didn’t  say  anything  that  was 
untrue,  or  that  I  regret  saying,  quiet  as  it’s 
kept,  I’m  an  outsider  and  these  questions 
need  to  be  answered,  but  they  need  to  be 
answered  by  an  African. 

Craig:  With  the  emergence  of  the  Other 
Countries  journal,  you  have  not  only  added 
valuable  work  to  a  growing  body  of  Black 
gay  literature,  you  have  created  an  institu¬ 
tion.  At  your  last  reading  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  you  introduced  one  of  your  poems,  a 
narrative  about  New  York’s  defunct  Nickel 
Bar,  by  talking  about  the  various  institu¬ 
tions  we  have  lost  and  found  as  a  result  of 
the  age  of  AIDS.  As  a  community,  our  in¬ 
stitutions,  our  images,  and  our  ideals  are 
changing  constantly.  Do  you  see  these 
changes  as  positive,  and  how  so? 

Cary:  My  worse  reaction  is:  “No,  how  can 
you  see  any  of  this  as  positive?  It’s  been 
brought  about  by  our  deaths.  I  don’t  like 
change  that’s  forced  upon  me.”  But  that’s 
reactionary. 

I  don’t  know  anymore  what’s  rational 
and  what’s  true.  Yes,  there  have  been  some 
positive  changes.  We’ve  learned  to  look  at 
each  other  as  people  more  and  not  sexually 
objectify  as  much.  We’ve  been  forced, 
through  our  own  fear,  into  trying  to  sustain 
relationships  as  opposed  to  walking  away 
from  them.  The  rates  of  venereal  disease  in 
our  community  have  dropped  drastically. 
These  are  positive  things,  but  they’re  things 
that  were  brought  about  through  fear  and  a 
condition  that  we  had  no  choice  in.  I  don’t 
know  if  they’re  going  to  be  lasting  changes, 
or  if  we’re  going  to  develop  some  reaction  to 
having  been  forced  to  make  these  changes. 
My  sense  is  that  there  has  been  an  increase  in 
psychological  problems  in  our  community. 

I  don’t  think  that  the  baths  were  bad 
places.  I’ve  said  this  before.  I  think  that 
there  was  a  lot  of  community  happening  in 
them.  Perhaps  a  lot  of  the  interaction  was 
fucked  and  did  leave  some  people  feeling  us¬ 
ed.  I  just  wish  that  we  could  have  come  to 
some  of  these  changes  through  a  more 
evolutionary  process  as  opposed  to  this  fire 
effect  that  has  gone  through  us.  Ultimately, 
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Lee  Lynch  is 
back 

Dusty’s  Queen  of  Hearts 
Diner 

Lee  Lynch 

Naiad  Press,  Tallahassee,  FL,  1987 
58.95  paper,  230  pp. 


Reviewed  by  Jan  R.  Fielding 

Lee  Lynch  is  back  with  more  stories  of 
our  lives.  The  milieu  this  time  is  not 
easy-going  Greenwich  Village,  but  a 
small,  gritty  Connecticut  mill  town  in  1972. 
Lesbian/gay  liberation  has  not  yet  spread 
here,  and  “pride”  means  something  vaguely 
Republican.  In  this  setting  live  Dusty  Reilly 
and  Elly  Hunnicutt.  Dusty  is  tough  and  very 
butch,  having  spent  years  in  the  Navy; 
always  passing  for  straight,  she’s  confused 
and  torn  up  inside.  Elly  is  soft,  sweet,  a 
Southern  belle  with  a  fierce  pride  in  her 
lover,  ready  to  fight  for  both  of  them.  When 
Dusty  loses  her  factory  job  because  of 
homophobia,  they  buy  an  old  diner  and  try 
to  put  it,  and  their  lives,  in  order.  They  find 
friends,  who  help  to  keep  the  malevolent 
outside  forces  at  bay.  And  ultimately  they 
must  also  fight  through  mental  confusion 
and  inner  turmoil  to  find  strength  within 
themselves. 

The  “current-time”  chapters  alternate 
with  other  stories,  paticularly  those  telling 
of  Dusty’s  Navy  service.  She  describes  the 
rigidity  of  the  regulations,  and  the  paradox¬ 
ical  comfort  of  knowing  exactly  what  they 
were.  If  you  knew  the  rules,  you  could  out¬ 
wit  them  —  as  long  as  you  didn’t  get  caught. 
Gussie  and  Nan,  also  mentioned  in  Old 
Dyke  Tales,  represent  older  women,  who 
live  without  men  and  learn  to  enjoy  it.  Dusty 
and  Elly  themselves  are  introduced  in 
Toothpick  House,  and  a  chapter  from  this 
book,  “Dusty  Eats  Out,”  is  also  in  the  col¬ 
lection  Home  In  Your  Hands.  It’s  en¬ 
joyable,  but  certainly  not  necessary,  to  read 
the  earlier  books  first.  The  flow  of  the 
characters  through  the  books  and  stories  is 
true  to  life,  and  no  human  life  starts  and 


ends  within  one  book. 

Like  all  of  Lee  Lynch’s  books  and  stories, 
Dusty’s  Queen  of  Hearts  Diner  is  rich  with 
characterization  and  loving,  detailed 
descriptions.  The  lesbians  and  gay  men  are 
shown  to  be  proud,  vulnerable,  strong,  pas¬ 
sionate,  independent,  possessive,  righteous 
—  and  sometimes  dead  wrong.  They  are 
slightly  romanticized,  perhaps,  but  seem 
very  real.  The  antagonists,  however,  who 
appear  as  major  characters  for  the  first  time 
in  a  Lynch  work,  are  flat  and  one-dimension¬ 
al  —  not  quite  human.  The  homophobic 
priest  who  is  so  disliked  he  drives  his  own 
parishoners  away  —  could  he  have  not 
started  a  shelter  for  the  homeless  in  the 
church  basement?  The  gang  leader  —  who, 
given  real  responsibility,  does  a  “Henry  V” 


and  assumes  the  mantle  of  leadership  — 
why  doesn’t  he  show  some  redeeming 
qualities  before  his  abrupt  change?  Lee 
Lynch,  please  remember  that  villains  can 
often  be  the  most  interesting  characters  —  if 
they  are  fully  realized. 

This  is  the  only  caveat  for  an  otherwise 
dramatic,  engaging  novel.  If  it  is  less  suc¬ 
cessful  than  some  of  her  others,  that’s  to 
give  it  a  B  + ,  rather  than  an  A.  Real  life  too 
is  often  messy,  boring,  unromantic.  Fiction 
is  the  place  where  we  can  make  it  come  out 
the  way  it  should.  And  romantic  fiction  that 
is  good  literature,  such  as  Lynch  writes, 
should  be  treasured.  □ 

Detective 

bed 

comapanions 

The  Womansleuth  Anthology: 
Contemporary  Mystery 
Stories  by  Women 

Irene  Zahava,  ed. 

The  Crossing  Press,  Freedom,  CA  1 988 
S 8.95  paper,  177  pp. 

Reviewed  by  Liz  Galst 

I  love  a  mystery.  Let’s  face  it,  few  things  a 
girl  can  do  by  herself  are  more  fun  than 
propping  up  a  few  pillows  and  settling  in 
with  some  fictional  lesbian  sleuth.  Oh,  the 
hours  I  have  spent  in  bed  with  Kate 
Delafield,  Pam  Nilsen,  and  Sophie 
Horowitz!  Over  the  years  and  the  pages  we 
have  develped  a  complex  relationship,  me 
and  these  girl  detectives.  I’ve  come  to  count 
on  them  for  insight,  humor,  for  oh-so-many 
things.  Unfortunately,  their  creators  don’t 
put  out  fast  enough;  I’ve  been  getting  a  little 
bored  with  my  detective  bed-companions. 
You  can  only  read  The  Sophie  Horowitz 
Story  (by  Sarah  Shulman)  so  many  times! 

Sadly,  I’ve  had  to  look  outside  the  lesbian 
crime  novel  to  get  my  needs  met.  I’ve  been 
hoping  to  try  out  some  shorter  works,  since 
that’s  what’s  on  the  market.  So,  when  my 
editor  handed  me  a  copy  of  The  Woman- 
sleuth  Anthology:  Contemporary  Mystery 
Stories  by  Women,  I  was  thrilled,  breathless 
even.  Imagine,  12  different  mysteries,  12 
different  detectives! 

I  looked  forward  to  our  brief  literary  en¬ 
counters  on  the  subway,  in  parks,  in  stopped 
elevators  —  but  what  disappointment  these 
quick  reads  can  bring!  For  the  most  part,  the 
stories  in  the  Womansleuth  Anthology  are 
contrived  and  boring;  the  detectives  are  two- 
dimensional,  and  few  of  them  are  queer. 
Thank  god  for  Alice  B.  T oklas  and  Gertrude 
Stein  who  appear  here  in  Ellen  Dearmore’s 
“The  Adventure  of  the  Perpetual  Hus¬ 
bands,”  the  only  decent  story  in  the  collec¬ 
tion.  Anyway,  save  your  money  until  the 
author  comes  out  with  her  promised  collec¬ 
tion  of  short  mysteries  featuring  Gertrude 
and  Alice. 

Alas,  there  is  indeed  no  substitute  for  the 
complex  plot  and  character  development 
that  has  kept  me  enthralled  all  these 
years.  □ 


A  straight 
gay  male 
fantasy 

The  Mysteries  of  Pittsburgh 

Michael  Chabon 
William  Morrow,  NY,  1 988 
S  16.95  cloth,  297  pp. 


Waugh  wasn’t  really  a  supporter  of 
Fascism,  wasn’t  really  a  snob,  wasn't  really 
a  climber,  wasn’t  really  a  racist,  wasn’t  real¬ 
ly  a... you  name  it;  no  one  who  actually 
reads  Stannard’s  book  will  believe  this, 
however.  It’s  a  tendency  I’ve  noted  in 
numerous  biographies  of  late,  though  I  sup¬ 
pose  1  prefer  it  to  biographers  who  are  overt¬ 
ly  hostile  to  their  subjects,  in  which  cases  the 
charges  of  mopery,  dopery,  and  buggery 
proliferate.  It  appears  that  nobody  was  real¬ 
ly  anything,  at  least  nobody  who  amounted 
to  anything.  Click  your  heels  together  three 
times,  and  repeat  after  me:  There  is  no  such 
thing  as  a  bad  boy.  □ 


Reviewed  by  Walta  Borawski 

he  narrator  of  this  novel  is  Arthur 
Bechstein,  the  wimpy  son  of  a  Jewish 
gentleman  gangster.  Arthur  works  in 
a  bookstore;  he  is  annoyed  that  it  sells  the 
Cliff  Notes  to  Tristam  Shandy  but  not  the 
novel  itself;  this  is  as  interesting  as  he  or  his 
story  gets.  He  is  romantically  involved  with 
a  homophobic  young  woman  named  Phlox, 
and  a  blond  man  named  Arthur  who  passes 
himself  off  as  a  high-bred  WASP;  actually 
he  is  the  son  of  a  cleaning  woman.  Arthur 
and  Arthur  have  a  mutual  friend  named 
Cleveland,  who  is  a  small  time  hood  who 
wants  to  be  a  big  hood,  like  Arthur  Bech- 
stein’s  dad. 

Arthur  Bechstein  is  drawn  to  Phlox  for 
her  print  sun  dresses  and  her  penchant  for 
wearing  no  panties  and  willingness  to  have 
sex  at  her  place  of  business,  the  library, 
where  she  and  the  other  Arthur  are  em¬ 
ployed.  When  Arthur  and  Arthur  finally 
have  sex,  two-thirds  of  the  way  through  the 
book,  Arthur  Bechstein  wants  Arthur,  the 
self-styled  ruling-class  WASP,  to  fuck  him, 
which  he  does  with  salad  oil.  “It  hurt  a  great 
deal,  and  the  oil  was  cold  and  strange,  but 
when  he  said  that  he  had  finished,  I  did  not 
want  him  to  stop;  I  asked  him  not  to  stop, 
and  he  did  his  best,  but  then  I  started  to 
cry,”  writes  Arthur.  The  next  time  he  has 
sex  with  Phlox  he  fucks  her  up  the  ass.  They 
use  “cold  petroleum  jelly.” 

Although  Newsweek  included  Chabon  in 
a  wrap-up  on  gay  male  authors,  New  York 
magazine  gave  the  real  dish:  he  is  a  married 
heterosexual  in  his  early  twenties  living  on 
the  West  Coast.  Quel  suprise.  Anyone 
desirous  of  knowing  something  about  the 
sexual  fantasies  of  college  educated  white 
boys  is  advised  to  read  this  book,  but 
preferably  after  it  com£s  out  in  paperback 
and  realizes  its  true  potential:  something 
that  can  be  smeared  with  cold  suntan  oil  on 
a  trendy  stretch  of  beige  beach. 

Mean  Mr. 
Mustard 

Evelyn  Waugh:  the  Early 
Years,  1903-1939 

Martin  Stannard 

W.  W.  Norton  &  Co.,  Inc.,  NY,  1987 
$24.95  hardcover,  537  pp. 


Reviewed  by  Duncan  Mitchell 

hat  a  nasty  little  man  Evelyn 
Waugh  was:  a  social-climbing 
snob,  a  bullying  racist  anti- 
semitic  apologist  for  Roman  Catholicism,  a 
paranoid  master  of  English  prose.  He’s 
marginal  as  a  subject  for  review  in  a  gay 
paper:  the  usual  British  boys’  boarding- 
school  crushes,  followed  by  an  affair  at  Ox¬ 
ford  whose  emotional  warmth,  at  least,  en¬ 
dured  for  years.  But  that  seems  to  have  been 
the  extent  of  Waugh’s  sexual  involvement 
with  other  males;  if  Martin  Stannard’s 
forthcoming  sequel  to  his  account  of 
Waugh’s  first  36  years  tells  of  any  middle- 
aged  flirtations  with  choirboys,  I  don’t 
think  I  care  enough  to  read  it  and  find  out. 
Stannard  has  done  a  good  thorough  job,  but 
Waugh  is  one  twentieth-century  writer 
whose  work  is  more  interesting  than  his  life. 
His  early  novels,  especially,  are  wickedly 
funny,  brilliantly  written,  and  quite  relevant 
for  review  in  a  gay  paper,  though  their  gay 
characters  are  as  slimy  as  their  straight  ones. 
Brideshead  Revisited  is  the  literary  grand¬ 
dad  of  much  contemporary  gay  fiction  — 
Andrew  Holleran’s  influential  Dancer  from 
the  Dance  owes  Brideshead  an  immense 
debt  in  tone,  style,  characters,  and  Catholic 
ambience. 

Stannard  tries  to  make  excuses:  oh, 


panel  from  More  Dykes  to  Watch  Out  For 


Oh,  to  be  a 
dyke  to 
watch  out 
for 

More  Dykes  to  Watch  Out 
For 

Alison  Bechdel 

Firebrand  Books,  Ithaca,  NY,  1988. 
$7.95  paper,  $16.95  cloth,  104  pp. 


Reviewed  by  Nancy  De  Luca 

lison  Bechdel’s  latest  collection, 
More  Dykes  to  Watch  Out  For,  con¬ 
tains  the  further  (mis)adventures  of 
Mo,  the  angst-ridden  dyke  in  all  of  us; 
Clarice,  her  ex-lover  and  a  law  student; 
Lois,  her  ardently  non-monogamous 
coworker  at  Madwimmin  Books;  and  their 
friends. 

After  pages  of  panels  describing  our  worst 
music  festival  nightmares  (I  dreamed  all  my 
ex-lovers  were  there  and  had  formed  a  sup¬ 
port  group),  and  the  pain  of  experiencing  a 
crush  gone  unspoken,  we  settle  down  to  Mo 
and  her  community.  For  those  of  you  who 
have  been  faithful  readers  of  GCN,  you 
know  the  major  theme  is  Mo’s  quest  to  ter¬ 
minate  her  perpetual  state  of  non  self- 
imposed  celibacy.  Bechdel  has  included 
several  pages  of  “exclusive”  details  of  her 
first  night  with  Harriet.  Not  only  do  you  get 
to  see  them  “do  it,”  but  you  can  also  thrill 
to  Mo’s  innermost  thoughts  as  she  reveals 
the  erotic  significance  of  Wonder  Bread. 

More  Dykes  is  definitely  a  fun  gift  and 
perfect  for  the  bathroom  library.  □ 
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Alison  Bechdel 


JULY  BOC 


Talking 

Continued  from  page  12 

we  are  looking  at  each  other  and  looking  at 
ourselves  more,  and  that’s  positive.  But  it 
doesn’t  feel  good  to  me. 

Craig:  Where  will  Other  Countries  go  from 
here?  What  are  your  plans  for  the 
workshop?  For  upcoming  issues  of  the  jour¬ 
nal?  Where  can  we  expect  to  travel  next? 
Cary:  Through  this  arduous  process,  there 
have  been  times  when  we  all  wanted  to  say, 
“Fuck  it.  Once  we  get  this  issue  produced, 
I’m  going  on  to  project  X,  Y,  Z.  I’m  going 
to  finish  my  play,  I’m  going  to  move  to 
Brazil,  whatever.”  And  some  of  us  are  go¬ 
ing  to  do  that.  But,  the  book  is  there  and  the 
physical  reality  of  it  is,  how  did  Samuel 
Delaney  put  it  —  “hugely  exciting?”  So, 
Other  Countries  is  going  to  continue. 

We  do  not  know  when  the  second  issue  is 
going  to  be  produced,  and  I  would  be  lying 
to  say  a  month  or  a  year.  But  we’re  going  to 
make  back  [from  this  issue]  the  money  we 
spent  so  that  we  have  something  to  produce 
the  next  issue,  or  at  least  a  start  to  produce 
the  next  issue.  But  even  if  we  don’t  make 
money,  we’ve  got  a  name  now,  we’re  getting 
lots  of  good  press,  so  we’ve  got  a  nice  base 
to  start  off  on. 

We’re  going  to  branch  out  I  think.  The 
Other  Countries  organization,  as  a  whole, 
has  already  taken  over  a  smaller  periodical 
called  Pyramid  Poetry  Review  which  we’re 
going  to  be  producing  on  a  much  more 
regular  basis  than  Other  Countries  because 
it’s  smaller  and  easier  to  produce.  Donald 
[Woods]  has  talked  about  doing  some  recor¬ 
dings,  and  some  radio  work.  So  Other 
Countries  may  not  be  just  in  the  form  of  this 
book.  This  book  may  come  out  once  a  year, 
and  that’s  okay,  but  Other  Countries  as  an 
institution  —  and  I’m  glad  you  used  that 
word  because  that  is  our  goal  —  is  going  to 
continue  on  in  many  different  forms. 

We  have  a  board  of  directors  now  and 
they  ultimately  will  decide  what  the  next  step 
on  this  journey  is.  We’re  calling  ourselves 
Other  Countries  and  I  think  it’s  more  than 
just  a  name.  We  want  to  be  internationalists 
and  look  at  how  that  internationalist 
perspective  impacts  on  us  here  in  the  States. 

I  think  we  may  want  to  at  some  point  do 
focus  issues  on  particular  parts  of  the  world. 
I’d  like  to  see  us  get  more  overtly  political, 
maybe  having  more  non-fictional  work.  I’d 
like  to  see  us  exploring  inclusion  of  the  work 
of  women,  and  how  that  might  be  done.  Not 
having  a  token  woman  or  two,  but  how  we 
could  genuinely  incorporate  the  views  of 
women  into  our  work,  and  how  that  relates 
to  us  as  Black  gay  men.  And  that’s  a  real 
question  of  how  to  do  that  and  be  fair  and 
not  be  fucked  up  about  it. 

In  terms  of  the  distribution  of  the  book,  I 
think  we’d  like  to  get  the  book  to  Europe,  to 
Africa,  and  the  Caribbean. 

We’re  calling  ourselves  an  institution  but 
we’ve  been  around  for  going  on  two  years 
now  and  I  think  it’s  pretty  presumptuous  to 
call  yourself  an  institution  after  two  years. 
That  statement  that  we’re  an  institution  is 
more  a  dream,  a  goal.  We  want  to  bring  in 
new  voices,  not  just  have  New  York  writers 
featured,  but  broaden  it  nationally  and  in¬ 
ternationally.  We  want  to  experiment  with 
different  formats  of  the  book,  different 
sizes,  different  shapes.  Maybe  not  even  pro¬ 
ducing  it  in  the  form  of  a  book,  but  maybe 
pamphlets,  brochures.  And  we  want  to  ex¬ 
plore  different  audiences. 

The  thing  about  us  is  that  we’re  gay, 
okay?,  and  we’re  Black,  and  that  means  that 
what  we  do  has  to  be  totally  different,  and 
totally  right,  and  aesthetic.  We  want  to  take 
this  physical  thing  and  make  it  the  sharpest, 
crispest,  most  attractive,  most  erotic  kind  of 
thing  it  can  be.  That  means  that  people  can 
expect  something  very  exciting  coming  from 
the  men  of  Other  Countries.  □ 
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MOUNTAIN  CLUB 

An  outdoor  recreational  club 
sponsored  by  New  England  area 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  For  further 
information,  please  write. 

P.O.  Box  407g  Boston,  MA 

...  ,  ,  Our  10th  Year  Anniversary 

Michael  -  J  Kitty 

787-0428  '  282-6437 


Feminist  Gifts  &  Handcrafts  By  and  For  Women 


WOMENCRAFTS 

373  Commercial  St.  Box  190  Provincetown,  Ma.  02657 
(617)  487-2501 


VICTORIA  HOUSE 


THE  GUEST  HOUSE 

OPEN  YEAR  ROUND 
COMFORTABLE,  ATTRACTIVE  ROOMS 
WITH  PRIVATE  BATHS,  CABLE  COLOR 
TELEVISION  AND  REFRIGERATORS. 

X  X  X 

Your  Hosts 

Sue  Champeau  &  Bill  Wooley 


5  STANDISH  ST. 
PROVINCETOWN, 
MA  02657 
(617)  487-1319 


/ 

v 


9  Court  Street  P.O.  Box  483 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 

(617)  487-9005 

*  I  onagers 

Robert  “Rosie”  Coane 
David  Harris 


GAYELL0W  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973.  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc. .  etc. .  etc  .  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too') 

USA  &  CANADA  S10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas.  N  &  S. 
Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas,  Kentucky,  Louisiana, 
Mississippi.  Missouri,  New  Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto 
Rico,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut,  Delaware, 
District  ot  Columbia,  Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Ver¬ 
mont,  W  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station.  NY,  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential .  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope.  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books,  598  Yonge  St.,  Toronto,  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


Lady  Jane’s 
Inn 


Large  lovely  rooms 
Private  full  baths 
Separate  outside  entrances 
Free  parking 
Common  room  with  color  TV/VCR 
Steps  from  bay  beach 
Open  year  round 
Woman  owned  and  operated* 


K 

if? 


7  Central  Street 
Provincetown,  Ma.  02657 
617-487-3387 


discover  new  routes 


Wilderness  experiences  for  Women 
devoted  to: 

RECOVERY  •  EMPOWERMENT 
SPIRITUALITY 

sea  kayaking  •  canoeing  •  backpacking 
cross  country  skiing  •  winter  camping 
rafting  •  biking 

Custom  trips  and  more... 

Send  for  free  brochure 

new  routes,  inc. 

RR5,  Box  2030 J,  Brunswick.  ME  0401 1 
(207)  729-7900 


Since  the  beginning  of  time  there 
have  been  uncomerable  relation¬ 
ships:  Anthony  and  Cleopatra; 
Romeo  and  Juliet;  Batman  and 
Robin;  but  now  Duval  Street 
Proudly  announces  it’s 


Lobster  and  Stolie  Party 
Sunday,  July  3rd 
Prize  giveaway 


477  Yarmouth  Road,  Hyannis,  MA  •  Rte.  6  •  Exit  7  •  1.5  Miles  On  Right  •  (508)  775-9835 
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Bl  JDDFNBRGDKS 

BACK  BAY  BODKSMITH 

Boston's  onk  complete  bookstore. 

Boston’s  finest  selection  of 
current  and  backlist  titles,  fine 
and  rare  antiquarian  books, 
remainders,  out-of-print  books. 

753  Boylston  •  5364433 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
Individual,  Couple 
and  Group 
Counseling 


Call  247-4861 

Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance 
Accepted 


520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 


NOW  OPEN 

THF.  SPICE  IS  RIGHT 

Mass  Merchandise  Mart 

810  Lynnway,  Lynn,  Mass. 

Between  Bldg.  19  7/8  &  Bob 

Brest  Buick  -  Lynn  592-0760 

5  DAYS  A  WEEK 
Weds  10-6 
Thurs  &  Fri  10-9 
Sat  &  Sun  10-6 

f-Sez't 

B tmd  Crumb i 

GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON.  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  & 
Associates,  P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

Barbara  Macy,  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning  • 
Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relations  •  Discrimination  •  Probate 
of  Estates  •  Defense  of  Drunk 
Drivers  •  Business  Representation  • 
Relationship  agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Practice  of  Law  • 
Condominium  Conversion 

529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


You  Haven’t  Really 
Grown  Up 

if  you  worry  about  your  par¬ 
ents  constantly. .  .if  you  expect 
them  to  get  you  out  of  trou¬ 
ble...  if  you  let  their  opinions 
run  your  life. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 


South  End 
Counseling 

5%  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643 


Nusrat  Retina  speaking  on  panel 

Challenging  Asian 
stereotypes 

AMALGM  celebrates  ninth  birthday 


By  Karin  Aguilar-San  Juan 

et  the  stereotypes  be  laid  to  rest  — 
Asian  gay  men  and  lesbians  are  making 
our  presence  known,  and  are  challeng¬ 
ing  the  myths  of  Asian  gay  people  as 
passive,  subservient,  non-English  speaking 
objects  of  “exotica  erotica.” 

On  Saturday,  June  18,  AMALGM 
(Alliance  of  Massachusetts  Asian  Lesbians 
and  Gay  Men,  formerly  known  as 
BAGMAL)  sponsored  a  multi-dimensional 
celebration  of  the  gay  Asian  community. 
The  event,  dubbed  “Celebr Asian,”  was 
held  at  Emmanuel  Church  in  downtown 
Boston  and  was  attended  by  about  150  peo¬ 
ple,  approximately  20  percent  of  whom  were 
Asians. 

Each  time  a  gay  person  comes  out  to 
friends  or  family,  no  matter  how  “the 
news”  is  received,  the  gay  community  takes 
a  step  forward.  In  the  same  way,  “CelebrA- 
sian”  was  a  success  because  it  gave  the  les- 
bian/gay  community  an  opportunity  to 
witness  the  diversity  of  Asian  perspectives. 
In  a  world  where  the  term  “Asian”  is  often 
a  convenient  way  to  lump  together  an  amaz¬ 
ing  variety  of  cultures,  opportunities  like 
this  one  are  rare. 

“CelebrAsian”  was  also  a  landmark 
event  because  it  served  as  the  first  “coming 
out”  party  for  the  gay  Asian  community  in 
this  area,  taking  its  name  from  the  Canadian 
celebration  gay  Asians  held  in  Toronto  last 
year.  In  Toronto,  over  500  took  part  in  the 
festivities,  and  about  70  percent  of  the 
crowd  was  Asian. 

CelebrAsian  is  also  a  tribute  to  the  past  and 
future  of  the  organization  AMALGM.  Now 
nine  years  old,  AMALGM  began  in  1979 
when  a  group  of  four  Asians  got  together  at 
Glad  Day  Bookstore  (then  on  Bromfield 
Street)  under  the  name  BAGMAL.  Looking 
for  positive  role  models  for  Asians  who 
identify  as  gay  or  lesbian,  they  soon  realized 
they  were  their  own  role  models.  BAGMAL 
was  born  out  of  the  belief  that  we  as  gay 
Asians  can’t  rely  on  someone  else  to  tell  us 
how  to  cope  with  the  gay  Asian  experience. 

This  particular  evening  of  celebrating 
ourselves  unfolded  in  several  stages,  open¬ 
ing  with  a  slideshow  presentation  of  Asian 
lesbianism  followed  by  a  panel  discussion  on 
what  it  means  to  be  Asian  and  gay.  A  short, 
five-part  skit  showed  gay  Asians  confron¬ 
ting  stereotypically  ignorant  white  people, 
and  building  their  own  Asian  alliances. 
Finally,  when  the  floor  cleared,  AMALGM 
and  friends  danced  the  night  away. 

The  slideshow  bears  the  cumbersome,  but 
ever-so-accurate  title  “Asian  Lesbianism 
Past  and  Present:  A  global  survey  of  Asian 
lesbianism  with  implications  for  activist 
organizing.”  Put  together  by  June  Chan  of 
the  New  York-based  organization  Asian 
Lesbians  of  the  East  Coast  (ALOEC),  the 
slides  offer  a  glimpse  of  our  lesbian  past 
throughout  Asia,  particularly  in  India, 
Japan  and  China.  This  herstory,  traced  via 
Asian  art  and  artifacts,  involves  “sex- 
segregated  sisterhoods”  (where  everyone 
knows  women  did  it  together),  an  explicit 
depiction  of  the  dildo  trade  (and  they  say 
Asians  can’t  talk  about  sex!),  goddesses, 
and  modern-day  warrior  women  (especially 
intellectuals  and  feminists  who  may  also 
have  been  lesbians.) 

Having  narrated  the  show  for  several 
kinds  of  audiences  —  including  a  group  of 
prissy,  straight,  college-age  Asian  women 
I’ll  never  forget  —  I  know  not  everyone  in 
the  world  is  as  thrilled  with  the  slides  as  I 
am.  But,  somehow,  I  can’t  help  but  be  in¬ 


spired  by  photos  of  strong  Asian  dykes  — 
especially  the  one  of  poet  Kitty  Tsui  (pro¬ 
nounced  “Choi”)  flexing  her 
championship-material  muscles. 

Presenting  positive  images  of  gay  Asians 
is  one  way  to  challenge  the  negative  notions 
that  surround  Asian  people.  In  the  discus¬ 
sion  after  the  slideshow,  the  four  panelists 
reflected  on  the  difficulty  of  being  both  gay 
and  Asian  in  a  homophobic  and  racist  socie¬ 
ty.  One  important  aspect  of  our  lives  is  the 
diversity  of  the  Asian  population  in  the 
United  States,  which  ranges  from  foreign- 
born  and  non-English  speaking  Asians  to 
U.S.-born  and  English-speaking-only 
Asian-Americans.  John  Albert  Manzon, 
who  represented  AMALGM  in  a  speech  at 
Boston’s  pride  rally  a  week  earlier,  introduc¬ 
ed  himself  as  an  American-born  Filipino. 
He  said  his  struggle  to  identify  as  an  Asian 
person  has  its  roots  in  a  message  his  mother 
bolstered  him  with  as  a  child:  “You’re 
American,  show  them.” 

As  the  daughter  of  immigrant  Filipinos,  I 
received  a  message  similarly  designed  to 
create  Asian  over-achievement:  “You  can 
be  better  than  any  American.”  Interestingly 
enough,  I  discovered  upon  graduating  from 
an  elite  private  college  that,  by  donning  class 
privilege,  I  can  now  welcome  myself  into 
America  more  easily  than  can  the  average 
American.  So  it  appears  that,  in  rare  in¬ 
stances,  class  transcends  race.  But  for  the 
most  part,  the  notion  of  “successful” 
Asians  is  a  myth,  since  only  a  handful  of 
Asians  can  lay  claim  to  positions  of  prestige 
and  power,  or  to  the  high  incomes 
associated  with  them. 

While  U.S.-born  Asians  are  bicultural, 
other  Asians  are  also  biracial,  facing  unique 
challenges.  Part  of  coming  to  terms  with  a 
biracial  identity  involves  recognizing  that 
race  and  culture  go  deeper  than  our  skin. 
We  need  to  define  our  own  identities,  rather 
than  let  others  define  them  for  us.  As  Nadia 
Savage  remarked,  being  half-Chinese  makes 
her  all-white,  as  far  as  other  Chinese  are 
concerned.  On  the  other  hand,  being  only 
half-white  makes  her  a  person  of  color,  as 
far  as  white  society  is  concerned. 

Asians  whose  homeland  is  abroad  face  a 
variety  of  other  issues.  Nusrat  Retina  came 
from  Bangladesh  seven  years  ago.  The  im¬ 
pact  of  Islamic/Bengali  culture  on  sexuality 
and  sexual  politics  has  been  strong,  and  even 
though  the  feminist  movement  in 
Bangladesh  is  now  ten  years  old,  there  is  lit¬ 
tle  open  discussion  of  lesbianism.  Nusrat 
hopes  to  return  to  her  country  as  a  gay  ac¬ 
tivist  working  particularly  in  the  feminist 
movement. 

A  most  pervasive  stereotype  about  Asians 
is  that,  despite  our  sometimes  incredible  dif¬ 
ferences,  we’re  all  the  same  or,  at  the  very 
least,  we  have  an  awful  lot  in  common. 
Nusrat  commented  that  highly  educated 
feminists  sometimes  expect  her  to  represent 
the  whole  Indian  subcontinent.  So,  she  ex¬ 
plains,  she  can  find  herself  in  rather 
awkward  moments:  “If  you  say  to  me  ‘I 
love  Indian  food,’  what  does  that  mean? 
Am  I  supposed  to  cook  for  you?” 

The  short  skit  highlighted  some  of  the 
most  stereotyped  white  responses  to  Asians 
in  the  gay  community.  In  one  scene,  a  white 
lesbian  makes  several  racist  slips.  She  calls 
one  Asian  woman  “oriental”  and  comes  on 
to  her  all  in  the  same  breath  —  then  whines, 
“How  do  you  get  lesbians  of  color  to  attend 
rap  sessions  on  racism?”  In  another  scene, 
an  Asian  gay  man  approaches  a  white  man, 
only  to  be  cast  aside  for  a  “blond  hunk”  on 


the  other  side  of  the  room.  Indeed,  in  real 
life,  racism  and  ignorance  can  be  quite  bla¬ 
tant  and  offensive.  A  white  woman  once 
described  me  as  “pulling  race  attitude,”  as 
if  my  pointing  out  racism  made  it  my  issue, 
not  hers. 

The  fact  of  the  matter  is  that  Asian  gay 
men  and  lesbians  have  our  job  cut  out  for 
us.  As  AMALGM  activist  Chua  Siong-Huat 
declared,  gay  Asians  are  going  to  have  to 
change  society  before  we  can  integrate  into 
it.  “Celebrasian”  was  a  very  significant  step 
in  that  direction.”  □ 

North  Carolina 

Continued  from  page  6 
towel.” 

Over  60  groups,  businesses  and  in¬ 
dividuals  endorsed  the  march,  including  the 
Episcopal  Diocese  of  North  Carolina,  nine 
chapters  of  the  National  Organization  for 
Women,  and  the  War  Resisters  League 
Southeast. 

Other  speakers  at  the  rally  were  Michael 
Mauk  of  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Task  Force,  Raleigh  City  Council  member 
Mary  Nooe,  and  novelist  Armistead 
Maupin,  a  native  of  the  city.  Performers  in¬ 
cluded  local  musicians  J.  Breatt  &  Samis, 
The  Common  Woman  Chorus,  and  the 
English  Country  Dancers. 

Newspapers  and  television  stations  from 
throughout  the  state  covered  the  event,  the 
first  time  coverage  of  a  gay  and  lesbian 
march  has  been  generated  outside  the 
Raleigh/Durham  area. 

The  impetus  for  the  state-wide  march  was 
the  consideration  by  the  N.C.  General 
Assembly  of  appropriations  for  already- 
approved  bills  supporting  AIDS  prevention 
and  education.  David  Jones,  lobbyist  for 
the  N.C.  Coalition  of  AIDS  Service 
Organizations,  said  there  is  virtually  no 
hope  of  getting  funding  approval  before  the 
legislators  adjourn.  “They  are  sitting  on  it 
in  the  Appropriations  Committee,”  he  said 
adding,  “It’s  a  common  tactic:  they  pass  a 
bill  so  they  can  be  on  the  record  as  approv¬ 
ing  it,  then  bottle  it  in  Appropriations  and 
never  allocate  any  money  to  carry  it  out.” 
Rep.  Albert  S.  Lineberry  (D. -Guilford  Co.), 
a  sponsor  of  the  bill,  agreed,  saying  in  a  let¬ 
ter  that  “I  do  not  believe  that  AIDS  educa¬ 
tion  will  receive  any  funding  in  the  forth¬ 
coming  appropriations  bills.” 

Jones  said  the  funding  committee  has  not 
even  held  hearings  on  AIDS  money,  and 
probably  won’t  since  the  legislators  hope  to 
go  home  by  July  1.  □ 

Hartford 

Continued  from  page  3 

Also  speaking  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
Connecticut  Parents  and  Friends  of  Les¬ 
bians  and  Gays.  She  found  her  speech  inter¬ 
rupted  multiple  times  by  supportive  ova¬ 
tions  and  finally  admonished  the  crowd, 
“You’re  going  to  be  here  all  day  if  you  keep 
this  up!” 

Each  of  the  speakers  received  the  crowd’s 
rapt  attention  and  enthusiastic  response, 
but  none  energized  attendees  as  did  Na¬ 
tional  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force  Anti- 
Violence  Project  director  Kevin  Berrill.  The 
recent  murder  of  an  area  gay  man  by  two 
teenagers  has  galvanized  the  community  and 
probably  accounts  for  the  fact  that  this 
year’s  crowd  was  twice  as  large  as  last  year’s. 
Berrill,  a  transplanted  Connecticut  native 
attending  his  first  home  state  Pride,  was 
visibly  moved  as  he  discussed  feeling 
suicidal  as  a  17-year-old,  wanting  to  “snuff 
out”  the  part  of  him  that  made  him  dif¬ 
ferent.  The  process  of  learning  to  love  that 
difference,  and  to  be  able  to  return  to  Con¬ 
necticut  and  celebrate  that  difference  nearly 
brought  Berrill  to  tears.  He  led  the  crowd  in 
rousing  and  defiant  statements  of  pride,  and 
in  view  of  the  rising  incidents  of  anti-lesbian 
and  gay  hate  crimes,  finished  off  his  speech 
by  urging  the  crowd  to  repeat  the  refrain 
“We’re  mad  as  hell,  and  we’re  not  going  to 
take  it  anymore!” 

After  a  performance  by  the  Connecticut 
Gay  Men’s  Chorus,  the  racially  diverse  and 
jubilant  crowd  marched  through  downtown 
Hartford,  alternately  yelling  chants  in 
Spanish  and  English.  A  balloon  release  took 
place  when  the  marchers  returned  to  the 
Capitol  building,  and  the  festival  continued 
at  an  auditorium  at  Greater  Hartford  Com¬ 
munity  College  with  performances  by  Dos 
Lesbos  and  Hartford’s  own  drag  legend 
Mark  Edwards  doing  his  uncanny  Tina 
Turner  impersonation.  □ 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


PERSONALS 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

BRENDA 

You  must  have  some  interesting  ideas  about  In¬ 
dependence  Day.  I’ve  got  some  ideas  for  the  fireworks. 
—  Sis _ (49) 

SUMMER  ASSISTANCE 

Clean-cut  GM,  youthful  48,  good  mind  and  healthy 
body  (5'8”t  155  pounds)  needs  guy  with  good  body  and 
mind  as  comrade  and  assistant  around  old  private  Ver¬ 
mont  country  house.  Room  and  board  and  weekly  wage 
of  $200.  No  tension.  Ex-prisoner  or  desperate  guy 
welcome.  Write  GCN  Box  320. _ g) 

GWF  who  knows  no  other  gays,  desires  the  friendship 
of  a  GWF  30-50  and  a  support  group  in  the  Metro  West 
area.  If  you  too  enjoy  the  outdoors,  flicks,  talking, 
music,  fun,  please  write.  Box  445,  Needham,  Mass 

02194, _ (49) 

“LONELY’’ 

A  disabled  30  year  old  man  would  love  to  meet  &  have 
an  affair  with  I  or  2  gay  guys  in  their  20s’/30s\  Call 
Randy  876-8646  after  5  pm.  Be  discreet. _ (4) 

Mentally  handicapped  WLF  seeks  gay  man  or  lesbian 
for  long  term  caring  relationship.  Write  Joanne  M.  Ill 
Church  St.  #230B  Middletown.  CT  06457.  Please  help 
nte. _ (1) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


SERVICES 


COME  SPEND 
AN  OVERNIGHT 
AT 

ROSIE'S  PLACE 


v  L»_ 

Rosie’s  is  a  drop-in  center  and 
emergency  shelter  for  homeless 
women.  Rosie’s  needs  you  to 
help  create  a  quiet  and  peaceful 
overnight  space.  Volunteer  once 
a  month  or  more  through  the 
summer.  Call  Tamsin  at 
442-9322. 


hi  hunny 


(49) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


LESBIAN/GAY  TEENS 

New  support  group  forming  for  self-help  and  discussion. 
Weekly  meetings  facilitated  by  trained  volunteer.  Find 
strength  and  pride  in  being  who  you  are.  Free  of  charge,  call 
Project  Place  262-3740. _ (49) 

Lavender  Veterans  for  Peace 

Lavender  Veterans  for  Peace  is  a  national  organization  for 
gay /lesbian/bisexual  military  veterans  and  supporters,  for  the 
purposes  of  educating,  networking  and  identifying  ourselves; 
to  be  informed  of  issues  that  affect  us;  and  to  join  in  solidarity 
with  people  of  peace  around  the  world.  F.M.l.  or  to  be  placed 
on  the  L.V.P.  mailing  list,  contact;  Lavender  Veterans  for 
Peace,  650  Shrader  St.,  San  Francisco,  Calif.  94117  (1) 

DYKES,  DISABILITY  AND  STUFF 
Contributions  sought  for  this  start-up  networking  newsletter 
that  wishes  to  provide  fiction,  art,  poetry,  comics,  news, 
views,  and  reviews,  arts,  letters,  verse  and  controversy,  ideas, 
resources  and  friendship  possibilities.  Still  in  the  formative 
stages,  we  have  national  and  international  aspirations  to  net¬ 
work  among  women  with  an  interest  in  health,  ability,  visibili¬ 
ty  and  disability  (yes,  hidden  ones,  too!).  How  about  an  ASL 
interpreted,  wheel-chair  user  accessible,  special  needs 
welcome!  conference  for  US  in  1990?  Get  on  the  mailing  list... 
send  contributions  of  writings,  articles,  news,  money  etc  to: 
UPE,  PO  Box  6194,  Boston,  MA  021 14-6194. _ (49) 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Ongoing  support  group  for  lesbians  currently  or  formerly  ex¬ 
periencing  physical,  emotional  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  womyn 
partner.  Call  HA WC  744-6841  for  info  and  support. _ (3) 


L/G  Southerners 
in  New  England 

Are  your  interested  in  getting 
together  with  other  lesbians 
and  gay  men  to  talk/con¬ 
sole/compare  notes  about 
being  “that  way”  in  the 
South?  Write  to  GCN  Box 
321,  and  maybe  we  can  get 
together  over  juleps,  JD,  or 
RC  sometime  this  summer. 
Only  lesbians  and  gays  who 
actually  grew  up  or  came  out 
in  the  South,  please.  All 
responses  confidential. 
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Need  more  room!  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  254  per  word  (354  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost 

□  Non-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25C 
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□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35C  for 
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Special  heading 
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Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $. 

□  21 -30 consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $. 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $ . 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $ . 

Subtotal  $ 
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Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks 

Subscriptions 

□  1  want  to  subscribe! 

US:  $33 .  Institutional  rate;  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□S15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $15 
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HEALING  HANDS 

Deeply  healing/relaxing  therapeutic  nonsexual  massage 
and  energy  treatments.  Good  care  for  body,  mind  and 
spirit.  HIV  +  clients  welcome.  Michael.  623-0434,  (3) 

MAKE  YOUR  OWN  FRENCH  BREAD! 

Authentic  recipe  from  French  bahery  —  simple  ingre¬ 
dients,  hot  crispy/chewy,  delicious  results.  Perfect  every 
time.  For  fast  reply  send  S2  and  SASE  to:  BREAD:  Box 
149,  University  Finance  Station,  Syracuse,  NY 
13210-0149. _ (1) 


Double  your  closet  space! 

Let  California  Closet  Company 
maximize  your  closet  potential! 
Call  for  free  consultation  and 
estimate  in  your  home. 

Kathleen  Walker  524-2401. 


Charis  Video 

The  Lesbian  Video  Resource. 
Discount  prices.  Free  catalog. 
P.O.  Box  797,  Dept.  GCN, 
Brooklyn,  NY  11231 


Arthur's  Cleaning  Service 

I  DO  WINDOWS  TOO! 
1-295-6340 
QUALITY  WORK 
GOOD  RATES 
Commercial  &  Residential 
REFERENCES  AVAILABLE 
WEEKLY,  BI-WEEKLY,  & 

"  MONTHLY 


GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN’s  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Jennie  at  4264469  for  more  info.  (C) 


LOOKING  AT  USED  CARS? 

Before  buying  one,  bring  it  to  us  for 
a  complete  evaluation.  $35  for  4  or 
6  cylinder  cars  —  $5  extra  for  V-8, 
van  or  A/C  (with  this  ad).  If  you 
would  like  a  woman  mechanic  to 
work  on  your  car,  please  say  so  I 
when  you  make  your  appointment. 

J.  &  S.  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northhampton  Street 
267-0300 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  *Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


North  Shore  Gay  & 

Lesbian  Counseling 
Services  of  NSCMHC 

offering  affirmative  and 
supportive  counseling  for  individuals, 
couples,  families  and  group 
counseling. 

Health  insurance  accepted 
Sliding  scale 

Call  744-5322 


HELP  WANTED 


Lesbian  Community  Project  seek  Executive  Director. 
Responsible  for  overall  management  volunteer  coor¬ 
dination,  staff  support  for  projects,  committees,  board, 
coalition  building.  Must  be  able  to  support  LCP’s  com¬ 
mitment  to  diversity.  Resume  and  cover  letter  by  July 
22nd  to  PO  Box  593 1  Portland  OR  97229.  For  more  info 

call  (503)  233-9079  (f?) 

LIVE-IN  OR  PART-TIME 

Personal  Care  Attendants  to  assist  female  professional 
disabled  activist  and  friendly  cat  in  JP.  No  experience 
necessary  but  must  have  a  driver’s  license.  Live-in  gets 
free  rent  plus  $225/wk.  Weekends  $160.  5-10pm 

$177/wk.  Call  731-6228. _ O) 

Community  Jobs 

The  only  nationwide  listing  of  socially  conscious  job  op¬ 
portunities  —  organizing,  women’s  issues,  health  care, 
peace/justice,  more.  $  12/year.  CJ,  Box  G,  1516  P 
Street,  Washington,  DC  20005. _ (Ex) 


Management/ Finance 

Opening  for  Loan  Officer  at 
non-profit  lending  institution 
that  lends  to  worker-owner 
businesses.  Applicants  should 
have  MBA  or  equivalent  and  2 
years’  lending  experience. 
Write  by  July  8th ,  ICA/RLF, 
58  Day  Street,  Suite  200, 
Somerville,  MA  02144.  EOE. 


HELP  WANTED 


ORGANIZER/SUPPORT  STAFF  NEEDED 

American  Friends  Service  Committee  seeks  staff  for  the 
following  positions: 

Refugee  Program  Coordinator  (Deadline  July  20)  — 
Work  with  Central  American  refugee  community, 
building  support  networks  and  exploring  economic  op¬ 
portunities.  Monitor  legislation,  monitor  needs  of  other 
refugee  groups.  Demonstrated  community  organizing 
and  communications  skills,  experience  living  and  work¬ 
ing  with  Latino  people,  bilingual  English/Spanish. 

Administrative  Assistant  3/5  Time  (Deadline  July  15) 
—  Clerical  and  administrative  support  work,  including 
assisting  budget  preparation,  organizing  meetings,  com¬ 
puter  work.  Previous  experience  of  this  nature,  good 
writing  and  editing  skills,  excellent  typing. 

Both  positions  require  understanding  and  com¬ 
patibility  wuth  AFSC's  philosophy  of  non-violent  social 
change.  Please  send  resume  to:  Phyllis  Cohen,  AFSC, 
2161  Mass.  Ave,  Cambridge,  MA  02140.  (617)661-6130. 
Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity  Employer.  Peo¬ 
ple  of  Color,  women,  and  people  who  are  handicapped, 
gay,  lesbian,  or  ex-prisoners  are  encouraged  to  apply. 
All  applicants  will  be  considered  on  the  basis  of  their 
qualifications. _ (49) 

SHELTER  FOR  BATTERED  WOMEN 
Brockton.  Legal,  Welfare,  and  Housing  Advocate/- 
Counselor.  Full  time  (35  hours),  excellent  benefits. 
Former  battered  women  and  others  encouraged  to  app¬ 
ly.  Must  be  sensitve  to  women’s  issues.  Resume  by  June 
1  to:  Noreen  Kelly,  Health  Care  of  SEMA,  P..  Box 
2127,  Abington,  MA  02351.  Affirmative  Actio  n/Equal 
Opportunity  Employer. _ (49) 

PERSONAL  CARE 

Part-time  personal  care  assistant  needed  for  weekend 
mornings  two  times  per  month.  Jamaica  Plain  area. 
$7. 10/hour,  no  taxes.  Call  232-5956.  _ (2) 


DRUMMER 


needed  for  established  original 
rock  band.  Must  be  experienced 
with  creative  sense  of  dynamics 
and  tension.  Some  influences: 
Siouxie/Budgie,  Patti  Smith,  Wire, 
Joy  Division.  Call  254-0930 


Carpenter 

needs  experience,  vehicle 
Please  call  (617)893-5871 


PART-TIME 

Coodinator 

Tufts  University  Student 
Government  offering  position 
for  coordinator  of  student 
Lesbian,  Gay,  Bisexual 
Community.  Prefer  College 
Degree,  Masters,  and 
experience  in  college  setting. 
Also  prefer  experience  in 
counseling,  organizing,  and 
programming.  Must  be  able  to 
work  equally  well  with  both 
men  and  women.  Will  include 
working  with  students  and 
administration.  Application 
deadline:  07/20/88. 

Questions?  Call  (617)  381-2433 
or  (617)  381-3212.  Send 
resumes  to: 

Tufts  Lesbian,  Gay,  Bisexual 
Community,  c/o  Student 
Activities  Office 
Tufts  University 
Medford,  MA  02155 
attn:  Evelyn  Adams 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 


SHARE  SOMERVILLE  HOUSE 

LF  33  seeks  LF30plus  to  share  Teele  Sq.  House.  Quiet, 
responsible  non-smoker,  no  pets,  you’ll  have  3  rooms 
and  share  liv,  din,  kit,  bath.  $500  plus.  Avail  immediate- 
ly.  Call  before  9pm  628-7487. _ (49) 

Room  for  rent  in  quiet,  renov.  3  bdrm  apt  in  Soml  near 
T's.  On-st.  parking,  storage,  porches,  yard.  No  pets. 
Now,  625-8573  leave  message. _ (49) 

Cleveland  Circle  scruffy  basement  apartment  needs 
roommates  starting  June  and  August  1 .  Friendly,  in¬ 
dependent,  considerate,  respect  privacy.  Near  3  Green 
Lines.  NO  NEATNIKS!  $225  and  216  including  heat. 
Leave  message  for  Naomi  739-6566. _ (49) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Two  women  looking  for  one  or  two  lesbians  to  share 
spacious  apartment  in  J.P.  Convenient  to  T.  $237.00 
p-lus.  Available  immediately.  Call  Kati  or  Marcic. 

983-0599. _ (49) 

Two  LFs  seeking  two  LFs  25  plus  to  share  beautiful  J.P. 
apt.  Progressive  politics,  food,  w/d.  Avail,  immed.  or 
Aug.  near  Pond,  arboretum,  T.  No  smoking  $192.50 
plus.  Call  524-6209. _ (49) 

SOMERVILLE 

LF  41  and  2  cats  seeks  mature,  resp.  W  to  share  lovely 
spacious  apt .  between  Porter  and  Davis  T.  No  smokers 
no  more  pets.  Rent  $300  plus  util.  Avail  July  1. 

625-4298.  (49) 
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ROOMMATE  WANTED 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


LF  29  seeks  2  LF  25  plus  to  share  spacious,  sunny  house 
on  quiet  street  near  Davis  T  and  bus  lines.  Friendly,  in¬ 
dependent,  maybe  share  food.  W/D,  sunporch,  patio.  1 
avail,  now,  1  May  or  June.  Summer  sublet  possible. 
Sorry,  no  smoke  or  pets.  $270  plus.  Sue  776-8405.  (1) 

ROOM  FOR  RENT  AUG  I  N.  QUINCY 
L  Fern.  pref.  emp.  smoker  upstrs.  Shr.  yd.  bsmt.  attic, 
sm  pet  neg.  w/dep.  eve.  ph  no.  472-6156.  $225  plus  1/3 
near  MBTA. _ 0) 

Looking  for  clean  responsible  mature,  independent 
woman.  28  plus  into  friendly  atmosphere  and  privacy 
for  Victorian  Dorchester  house  with  piano,  cat,  gardens. 
$200  plus.  282-1217, _ _ (1) 

BETWEEN  BU  &  BC 

Male,  26  seeks  roommate  to  share  2BR  near  Washington 
&  Commonwealth.  4  min  to  T,  12  min  to  YMCA.  No 
tobacco.  $400,  available  8/1.  Call  Robert  at  787-9199. 
(49) _ 

2GM’s  seek  mature/resp.  GM  or  LF  to  share  huge  apt. 
in  Brigham  Circle  area.  Near  T,  off-st.  parking,  W/D, 
DW.  $300  plus.  Avail.  7/1.  Call  734-0046  and  leave 
message. _ (49) 

Woman  wanted  to  share  Central  Square  apartment  with 
three  others.  $200  monthly,  available  now  or  July. 
Located  two  blocks  from  MBTA.  Please  call  547-8647. 
(49) _ 

LF  38,  10  Y.O.  son,  and  pet  rabbit  seek  LF  to  share  sun¬ 
ny,  spacious,  beautiful  apt.  in  Somerville.  You  get  1  Vi 
rooms  —  $410  plus  non-smoker.  Call  Laura  — 
625-6468.  (49) 


I  NEED  A  NEW  HOME  -  HELP! 

Gay  man  (26)  seeking  home  in  Boston/Cambridge/Somerville 
area.  I  school  and  work  in  Cambridge  and  would  like  to  move 
in  with  others  committed  to  mostly  independent,  friendly, 

cohabitation.  300  including,  tops,  Kenji,  262-7320. _ (1) 

LF  25  and  fun  dog  seek  home  near  T  with  lesbians  for  July 
1st.  Non-smoker,  minimal  alcohol.  Up  to  $300/month.  Call 
Debbie  at  739-1568. _ (48) 

LF  grad  student  32  quiet  responsible  seeking  private  rooms  in 
prof  LF/GM  mixed  house  in  Worcester/area.  Non-smoking 
veg  chem-free  environment.  Need  8/15/88  latest.  Reply  GCN 
Box  319.  (4) 


APARTMENTS 


JP  Arboretum  area,  2  bedrooms,  hardwood  floors,  sunny, 
owner  occupied,  triple  decker,  insulated,  quiet  street,  garden, 
near  MBTA,  no  pets  or  smokers,  $850/mo.,  leave  message 
before  July  15  or  after  Aug  5th.  522-0345  available  August  or 
Sept. _ (1) 


SUMMER  RENTALS 


MORE  FABULOUS  THAN  FABULOUS 

Provincetown,  Beach  Point  —  Large  modern  studio 
w/loft,  kitchenette  fully  furnished,  cable  tv,  sleeps  four. 
Private  patio,  heated  pool  and  parking,  beach  access! 
$400.00/week  or  $3000/season.  For  more  information 
call  John,  1  -487-3281  or  Brenda,  576-1960.  (1) 


FOR  SALE 


VACATIONS 


GREENHOPE  FARM 

Secluded  Mountain  Setting  in  Vermont.  Lesbian  owned 
and  operated.  Horseback  riding  and  lessons.  Nearby 
waterfall  and  canoeing,  auctions,  fairs.  Cool  nights, 
campfires.  (802)  533-7772  for  brochure. _ (3) 

BLUEBERRY  COVE 

Alternative  coastal  vacation  cabins,  camping,  boats, 
veggy/fish  workshops.  For  brochure  write  Blueberry 
Cove,  HCR35  Box  520,  Tenants  Harbour  ME  04860. 
(207)  372-6353. _  (1) 


ORGANIZATIONS 


BAYLOR  ALUMS: 

Still  wondering  if  that  guy  in  Roland/girl  in  Collins  is 
one  of  us?  Let’s  organize  and  find  out.  Write  in  con¬ 
fidence.  Steve  T.,  1341  Ocean  Ave.,  #206,  Santa 
Monica,  Calif.  90401 _ (48) 

JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 
OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 

We  meet  for  support  &  networking  and  welcome  con¬ 
tact  from  other  Jewish  Lesbian  Daughters  of  Holocaust 
Survivors.  The  next  meeting  is  scheduled  for  April  22nd- 
24th,  in  upstate  New  Hampshire,  and  semi-annually 
thereafter.  A  partners  group  has  also  been  formed  for 
lesbian  women  who  are  in  relationship  with  JLDHS. 
Membership  is  not  dependent  on  both  partners.  For  in¬ 
formation,  write  Box  6194,  Boston,  MA  02114  or  call 
(617)321-4254. _ (15.49) 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  941 14. 
_ (16.1) 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
482-7858  for  info. _ (15,32) 

CL  \  W  *  Friday  Night 
Stuffing  Party! 

Each  and  every  Friday  night  at 

Gay  Community  News 

62  Berkeley  St.  ( 617)426-4469 


SAXONY  HOUSE  SECTIONAL 

From  the  Singapore  Collection.  Steel  reinforced  wicker 
with  pewter  textured  cushions.  Excellent  condition. 
Must  sell,  grad  student.  Retail  $2875,  will  sell  $1499. 
Call  Jan  at  (603)  887-5998  or  (617)  334-3458. _ (2) 


VACATIONS 


DISCOVER  NEW  ENGLAND'S  GAY  INN 

Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  the  pool  and  cool  nights  by  a 
crackling  fire  or  in  our  hot  tub.  Our  100  acre  mountain 
setting  offers  peace,  privacy,  beautiful  views,  spec¬ 
tacular  sunsets  and  lovely  paths  for  walking  hand-in- 
hand.  Great  hiking,  reduced  rate  golf,  tennis,  antiquing 
and  summer  theater  nearby.  The  Highlands  Inn,  PO 
Box  1 18G,  Bethlehem.  NH  03574.  (603)  869-3978.  Grace 
and  Judi,  lnkeepers. _ (16.7) 


GCN’s  circulation  manager  is  looking  for  a  volunteer  to 
help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn 
about  the  exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and 
meet  the  fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please 
call  Chris  at  GCN,  426-4469. _ 


PUBLICATIONS 


GUARDI  AN:  Independent  radical  newsweekly.  Covers 
Gay,  women  and  minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4  issues  FREE.  Write 
Guardian,  Dept  GCN,  33W  17th  St,  NY,  NY,  1001 1. _ (ex) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist  journalism.  We 
bring  feminist  national/international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11  issues.  ($15  for  con¬ 
tributing  subs)  $20  institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  our  backs’  Dept  GCN,  1841  Columbia 
Rd.  NW,  Room  212  Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

National  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M.  Diverse 
feminist  quarterly  of  S/M  fact,  fiction  and  photos. 
$l!/yr.  Single  issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info,  PO  Box  23,  Somerville  MA  02143.  (ex) 

WOMAN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
singles  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)625-7885. _ (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for 
lesbians,  is  48  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  time¬ 
ly  sexual  advice  and  news  colums.  We  are  quarterly,  na¬ 
tional,  unique  and  provacative.  $  1 5/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142. _ (ex) 

BISEXUALITY 

A  national  newsletter.  For  info  &  sample,  send  SASE  to 
P.O.  Box  20917,  Long  Beach,  CA  90801-3917,  (4) 

BLACKJOUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the  National  coalition 
of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  Fiction  and  announcements  of  in¬ 
terest  to  the  national  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  communi¬ 
ty.  Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4  issues)  $10. 
To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  P.O.  Box  2490,  Washington, 

DC  20013. _ (ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  #263G,  SF,  CA  94114. 
_ (16.-) 

Community  Jobs 

The  only  nationwide  listing  of  socially  conscious  job  op¬ 
portunities  —  organizing,  women’s  issues,  health  care, 
peace/justice,  more.  $12/year.  CJ,  Box  G,  1516  P 

Street,  Washington.  DC  20005. _ (Ex) 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $10  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 

Cambridge.  MA  02139. _ (16.33) 
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POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 

_ »I-M26 _ 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
_ MPDU  Number  23733 _ 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 


From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKf 
’  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
'  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
LIC.  and  INS. 

236-1848 


IHIHIBHMMIMIIMIIIHIIIIIHIIIII 
TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 

Alexander  Berkman.  Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 


Cancer  is  my  sign  and  I’d  like  to  correspond 
with  someone  that’s  intelligent  and  likes  to  have 
fun.  I  enjoy  reading  what’s  happening  in  the 
gay  world.  1  prefer  to  write  to  women.  Cynthia 
ELLMAN,  Box  180  —  7950,  Muncy  PA  17756. 


I  am  a  34  yr  old  Butch  Dyke  seeking  a  soft, 
sexy,  playful  Femme  who  will  help  brighten  my 
day!  I  am  HOT,  kinky,  oversexed  and 
underloved.  Isn’t  there  a  lady  out  there  to  tame 
me?  Come  on  ladies,  make  my  day!  Judy  1 
WALLACE,  03431-030,  3301  Leestown  Rd,  * 
Lexington  KY  405 1 1 


AIDS 


AIDS  info  = 

If  you  want  some  basic  info  on  AIDS,  please  | 
write:  GCN  Prisoner  Project,  62  Berkeley  St,  g 
ston,  MA  02 IJ  6.  _ 


The  ‘Prisoners  Seeking  Friends’  space 
would  be  glad,  if  interest  is  expressed,  to 
highlight  in  some  way  ads  from 
PWAs/PW ARCs/HIV  positive  folks,  IN¬ 
SIDE  &  OUT,  who’d  like  to  be  in  touch 
with  each  other.  Let  us  hear  if  you’re  in¬ 
terested  !  lav 


Seeking  PWA  Penpals 

To  all  my  penpals:  SORRY,  I  got  moved  to  this 
‘Medical’  prison  and  just  tested  positive  on 
HIV.  Also  I  would  like  to  write  and  receive  let¬ 
ters  from  people  with  AIDS  and  some  Spanish 
people  outside.  I  can’t  write  other  prisoners. 
I’m  25  yrs  old,  from  CUBA.  LEONARDO 
FLORES  PALOMO,  04059-131,  PO  Box  4000, 
Springfield  MO  65808. 


1  also  am  a  PWA  unfortunately.  There  are  quite 
a  lot  of  us  here  and  the  medical  care  we  receive 
is  very  inadequate.  I  would  like  to  receive  your 
paper  very  much  and  also  like  to  place  a  penpal 
ad  saying  anyone  with  information  of  ex¬ 
perimental  medicine  or  treatment  available  to 
PWAs  please  contact  me.  I’m  also  interested  in 
penpal  friendship.  l‘m  into  science  fiction, 
music  (all  types),  love  the  outdoors  and  night 
life.  Larry  SNYDER,  08324-000,  Box  4000, 
Springfield,  MO  65808. 


Here  1  am  again  looking  for  someone  to  corres¬ 
pond  with.  Se  habla  espanol.  Danny  i 
MURILLO,  07760-023,  3600  Guard  Rd,  Lom-1 
poc  CA  93436. _ j 

I  would  like  to  place  my  name  in  your 
newspaper  in  hopes  to  receive  some  cor¬ 
respondence  from  anyone  who  wishes  to  write. 
I’m  not  allowed  to  write  other  prisoners.  Phillip 
BYERS,  77A  1830,  Box  B,  Dannemora  NY 
12929. 


TS  looking  for  friendship.  Send  letter  and 
photo  and  tell  me  about  yourself.  I’m  known  to 
my  family  and  friends  as  Alisha.  Edward  E. 
JAMES,  137579,  Box  B,  Si.  Cloud  MN  56302. 


Sexy  stud  from  East  Boston  who  used  to  work 
at  the  Magic  Pan  on  Newbury  St.  (crepes) 
wishes  to  receive  mail.  Anyone  is  welcome  to 
write.  Kevin  McCLAFLIN,  1292,  2605  State  St, 
Salem  OR  97310. 


I  need  a  penpal  to  get  through  this  time.  I  was 
wondering  if  you  could  help  me.  1  enjoy  the 
Gay  Community  News.  Ron  MARSHALL, 
24063,  Box  607,  Carson  City  NV  89701 . 


Gay  man,  31,  doing  time  in  Cal.  would  love  to 
have  a  penpal.  Have  many  interests.  Will  write 
gladly  to  people  inside  or  out.  But  please  be 
sincere  for  a  longterm  correspondence.  Em- 
mette  MITCHELL,  PO  Box  7001,  Atascadero 
CA  93423. 


Very  handsome  30  yr  old  homosexual  seeks 
sincere  friendship  and  more  with  anyone  in¬ 
terested  in  corresponding  in  utmost  sincerity 
and  seriousness.  I’m  in  great  need  of  someone 
who  can  care  for  someone  in  my  situation.  So, 
hey,  if  anyone’s  interested,  please  write. 
Charles  MARSHALL,  98225,  Magnolia  2, 
Angola  LA  70712.  


Wi 

COLONEL  BO,  you  have  been  my  all,  my 
everything  and  you’re  my  lifeline,  for  the 
real  true  happiness  and  joy  of  being  with 
that  special  someone;  and  I’m  relishing  all 
our  past  pleasures,  towards  our  bonded 
future  together,  you  hear?  I  Love  you, 
Colonel  Nyati  Bolt.  Happy  Anniversary 
to  You  and  I,  Your  Lover,  April  Monique 
Bolt 


rwwwwwwwwww* 

PENPALS  &  MONEY;  Why  such  ’sensitivity’? 
My  problem  concerns  penpals  which  I  have 
found,  thanks  to  GCN,  and  liked  and  then  lost. 
It  must  be  very  hard  for  people  on  the  outside  to 
understand  that  these  prisons  don’t  give  us  even 
the  BASICS  (coffee,  cigs,  hygenic  products, 
paper,  postage,  etc  etc)  and  sometimes  we 
NEED  to  ask  for  a  couple  bucks,  which  makes  a 
much  bigger  difference  in  here  than  a  person 
outside  would  probably  realize.  Twice  now  I’ve 
gotten  penpals  that  I’ve  really  enjoyed  and 
when  I’ve  even  just  mentioned  how  nice  it 
would  be  to  have  money  for  cigs  etc.  and  ZAP!, 
no  more  penpal...  It  is  very  discouraging.  I  sup¬ 
pose  everyone  assumes  that  prisons  furnish 
everything  we  need,  or  maybe  that  we’re  all  in¬ 
dependently  wealthy  (smiie),  or  maybe  (pro¬ 
bably)  that  we  don't  "deserve”  to  have  these 
ordinary  things,  (...?)  Anyway,  I  just  want  to 
say  I  think  this  deserves  some  thought.  (It's 
another  matter,  of  course,  if  BIG  bucks  are  in¬ 
volved.)  Any  help  you  can  give  in  letting  the 
public  know  how  us  convicts  are  treated  and 
that  just  because  someone  asks  for  help, 
moneywise,  doesn’t  mean  he  doesn’t  care, 
would  be  appreciated.  John  WOLVERTON, 
394218,  Rt  4  Box  1200,  Rosharon  TX  77583. 


©©©©©e©©©©©©©.  _ 

1  am  interested  in  a  black  man  and  want  to  have^ 
a  love  relationship  with  him.  And  him  to  loveg 
me  the  same  way.  I  like  horse  riding,  camping,  g 
and  boating,  and  I  like  poetry,  books  and  draw-  = 
ings.  I  am  a  white  homosexual  and  like  to  suck  I 
dicks  and  get  fucked.  I  have  been  gay  since  1 5 
was  5  years  old.  Please  send  me  your  paper  too.  5 
Thanks.  Roy  DAILEY,  403157,  Rt  1  Box  150,  | 
Tennessee  Colony  TX  75861. 


I  would  like  to  receive  your  paper  if  they  will  let 
it  in.  They  are  kind  of  funny  about  anything  gay 
coming  into  this  prison.  But  we  can  give  it  a  try. 
Being  in  prison  and  being  gay  can  be  hard  at 
times.  But  you  have  to  deal  with  it.  I  hope  you 
will  place  an  ad  for  me.  I  would  greatly  ap¬ 
preciate  it.  Jeffrey  GUNTER,  186824,  Lock 
Box  500,  Ionia  MI  48846. 


B  I  am  active  in  sports  and  dancing,  and  love 
music,  poetry  and  making  new  friends.  Billy 
1  DUKES,  055596,  Box  158  (F-224),  Lowell  FL 
32663. 


■  Gay  male,  black  balding  hair,  looking  for 
1  friendship.  Don’t  need  money,  just  a  friend  to 
5  write  to.  Mikeal  (Gabby)  HARDIN,  363300, 
|  Box  128  (H308),  Tennessee  Colony  TX  75861 

S  What  I’d  like  to  know  is  What  is  Gay  Com¬ 

munity  News  all  about?  I.E.  Do  you  help  with 
legal  matters?  What  about  penpals?  (If  so,  I 
love  chess,  reading,  and  tennis;  also  music  by 
Whitney  Huston,  Luther  Vandgross  and 
Levert.  If  by  some  chance  I’m  asking  an  im¬ 
proper  request,  can  you  tell  me  more  about  Gay 
Community  News?  Thanks!  Stephen 
SOLOMON,  197623,  Box  57,  Marion  OH 
43302. 


I’m  seeking  a  kind  and  understanding  friend  to 
correspond  with.  Michael  Lee  WADE,  387057, 
Box  16,  Lovelady  TX  75851. 
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Boston  □  AIDS  eduQtor  Billy  Jones  will  be  one  of 
many  speakers  at  Black  and  White  Men  Together’s 
eight  annual  conversion.  See  schedule  of  events  below. 


3:iS-4:45pm.  □  Living  with  AIDS  with  Rev.  Michael 
Schloff,  Richard  Tremblay  and  Wendell  Roberson. 

J:IS-4:4Spm.  □  AIDS:  A  frontline  perspective  on 

discrimination  and  patient  advocacy  with  Mitchell  Karp 
and  Don  Reid. 

3:l5-4:45pm.  □  Hot,  horny  and  healthy  with  Phill 
Wilson. 


Please  note:  Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by 
the  Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event  Photos 
with  listings  are  encouraged. 


2  Saturday 

Boston  □  Noel  Coward’s  “Marvelous  Party".  Club 
Cabaret,  209  Columbus.  Ave.  (Th.-Sun.  until  July  17) 
7:30pm.  $16.  (Fri.  and  Sat.  $16,  Th.  and  Sun.  $14)  Info: 
536-0966. 

Provincetown  □  Ten  Percent  Revue,  by  Tom  Wilson 
Weinberg.  (Th.  through  Tues.)  Post  Office  Cabaret,  303 
Commercial  St.  7pm.  Info:  487-2979. 

Boston  □  Living  with  AIDS  Theatre  Project. 
Workshop  to  collect  the  stories  of  those  connected  with 
the  AIDS  crisis.  (Every  Sat.)  Club  Cabaret,  209  Columbus 
Ave.  10:30am. 

Boston  □  Women’s  Self-Defense  classes  offered  by 
Boston-area  Women's  Self-Defense  Collective.  (Sat. 
afternoons  and  Wed.  evenings,  in  the  South  End.)  Info: 
574-9433. 

3  Sunday 

Boston  □  Boston’s  Other  Voice  hosts  comedian  Dan¬ 
ny  Williams.  WROR  98.5  FM.  1 1 :30pm. 

Provincetown  □  AIDS  Film  Project.  Unitarian 
Universalist  Meeting  House,  236  Commercial  St.  8pm. 

5  T uesday 

Cambridge  □  Former  nun  lesbian  support  group. 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant.  7pm.  Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  □  “Constitutional  Protection  of  Civil 

Rights.’’Showing  of  a  forum  given  at  this  year’s  Mayor’s 
Conference  on  Human  Rights.  Boston  CAble,  ch.A-22. 
9pm.  Also  showing  7/7,  7/26,  7/28. 

Cambridge  □  Sanchin  Women’s  School  of  Karate 
and  Self-Defense.  (Every  Tues.  and  Th.)  YWCA,  7  Temple 
St.  6-8pm.  Info:  577-9514. 

6  Wednesday 

Cambridge  □  Politics  of  Fat  discussion  group.  Topic: 
Food  as  a  feminist  issue.  Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant. 
7:30pm.  Info:  354-8807. 

7  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN's  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN, 
426-4469. 

Cambridge  □  Open  discussion  for  incest  survivors 

Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30pm.  Info:  354-8807. 


Boston  □  "Community  Empowerment  Rally”  at 
the  State  House  to  demand  immediate  action  on  the  gay 
rights  bill.  Theme:  "Trash  Homophobia. ..Pass  the  Bill!" 
Bring  disposable  symbols  of  homophobia  (Boston 
Herald,  photos  of  Reagan,  etc.)  to  be  thrown  in  trash 
can  on  State  House  steps.  Speakers  include  Michael  Bar¬ 
rett,  Royal  Bolling,  Kevin  Cathcart.  Sponsored  by  Mass 
ACT  OUT.  5:30pm.  Info:  661-7737. 

8  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley.  Back  Bay  and  Arl¬ 
ington  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  426-4469. 

Medford  □  Lesbian  workers  and  legal  workers 

meeting.  7pm.  Free.  New  members  welcome.  Info: 
Carol,  483-3685. 

Cambridge  □  Sue  Kranz.,  folk  singer/songwriter  per¬ 
forms.  Women’s  Center.  46  Pleasant.  8-l2midnight. 
Free,  donations  welcome.  Info:  354-8807. 

Brookline  □  Am  Tikva  Shabbat  Services  with  Oneg 
Shabbat  to  follow.  Bring  something  sweet  to  share. 
Workmen’s  Circle,  1762  Beacon  St.  8pm.  Info:  782-8894. 

Provincetown  □  Lavender  Hearts.  Stories  and 
photos  of  lesbian  romance  by  Jennifer  justice  and  Susan 
Wilson.  Unitarian  Universalist  Meeting  House,  236  Com¬ 
mercial  St.  (Also  July  9.)  Info:  487-9344. 

Worcester  □  Gay  support  group  for  HIV  positive, 
PWAs/PWARCs,  worried  well,  friends,  etc..  Open 
to  all  lesbians  and  gay  men.  (Every  Fri.)  AIDS  Project 
Worcester,  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Info:  Dana  at  APW, 
755-3773. 

Boston  □  Ongoing  Healing  group  for  PWAs  and  sup¬ 
porters.  (Every  Fri.)  Santa  Fe  Hair  Salon,  528  Tremont  St. 
7:30-9:30pm.  Info:  Brian,  267-1154  or  Joseph,  357-6926. 

9  Saturday 

Northampton  □  Shelix  meets  for  discussion  of 

"public  sex."  8pm.  Shelix  is  the  New  England  S/M  sup¬ 
port  group  for  lesbian  and  bisexual  women.  Info:  (413) 
584-7616. 

10  Sunday 

Brookline  □  Allston,  Brighton,  Brookline  lesbian 
potiuck.  Amory  Park.  5pm.  In  case  of  rain,  meet  at 
Edibles.  Info:  787-1433. 

Boston  □  Downtown  lesbian  neighborhood 
brunch  New  group  forming  for  lesbians  living  in 
downtown,  Back  Bay  and  South  End.  Info:  Joan, 
266-5169. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  and  gay  neighbors  pond- 
side  potiuck.  Meet  at  the  O.D.T.  sign  entrance  of  Jamaica 
Pond  with  food  and  non-alcoholic  beverage.  (If  raining, 
meet  at  First  Church  Hall.)  4-7pm.  Info:  522-3894. 


Watertown  □  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  Watertown  and 

surrounding  area  annual  picnic.  12pm.  Info:  Rich, 
926-5371  or  Chelle,  489-2519. 

Boston  □  Noel  Coward  musical  revue  —  "Marvelous 
Party"  on  Boston's  Other  Voice.  WROR,  98.5  FM. 
1 1:30pm. 

Merrimack,  N.H.  □  Gaylaxian  Science  Fiction 

Society’s  monthly  meeting.  2pm.  Info:  write  The  Gaylax- 
ians,  PO  Box  1051,  Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston,  MA  02117. 

Ogunquit,  ME  □  Chiltern  Mountain  Club  volleyball 
with  Chiltern  men  and  women  and  the  Sportsmen’s  Club 
of  Lewiston.  Info:  Michael,  (617)  787-0428. 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  group  for  PWAs/PWARCs 
and  supporters.  (Every  Sun.)  Metropolitan  Health  Club, 
209  Columbus  Ave.  7:30-9:30pm.  Info:  Brian,  267-1154 
or  Joseph,  357-6926. 

1 1  Monday 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  rap  on  "Trusting  your  Intui¬ 
tion.”  Women’s  Center.  46  Pleasant.  8pm.  Info: 
354-8807. 

Boston  □  Economic  Equity  Task  Force  meeting  of 
Boston  NOW.  NOW  office,  971  Comm.  Ave.  7pm.  Info: 
782-1056. 


Eighth  Annual  Black  and 
White  Men  Together 
Convention  —  July  3  to  9 

All  events  held  at  the  Park  Plaza  Hotel  in  Boston 
except  where  otherwise  noted.  For  a  complete 
listing  of  happenings,  or  general  info,  call  266-4378. 
BWMT  can  also  be  reached  at  the  hotel  during  the 
convention  week.  AA/NA  meetings  will  be  held 
daily  during  the  convention  at  Sam,  except  for  July 
6  when  the  meeting  will  begin  at  8:15am.  For  info, 
on  convention  costs,  see  news  note  p.2. 


5  T uesday 

7pm.  □  Grand  opening  featuring  Carl  Bean  of  the 
Minority  AIDS  Project/Los  Angeles.  Faneuil  Hall. 

6  Wednesday 

10:30-1 1 : 1  Sam  □  Billy  Jones  speaks  on  AIDS  interven¬ 
tions. 

l:30-3pm.  □  AIDS  intervention  workshops. 

3:l5-4:4Spm.  □  “AIDS  —  the  light  at  the  end  of 
the  tunnel”  with  PWA  activist  Mike  Smith. 


8- 1 1  pm.  □  Harbor  Dance  Cruise,  leaving  from  Long 
Wharf.  $15,  Tix  can  be  purchased  from  hotel,  7/3-6  or  by 
calling  266-4378. 

7  Thursday 

9-  1 0:30am  □  Prisons  and  Quarantine:  Who  gets 
locked  up  and  why?  With  Richard  Tremblay,  Mike  Riegle, 
and  Terry  Bosworth  of  GCN's  Prisoner  Project  and 
Prison  Book  Program. 

9- 1 0:30am  □  Black  Men:  Survival  and  Involvement 

in  the  lesbian/gay  community,  with  Trent  Pettus,  David 
Johnson  and  Roger  Carter. 

10:45-11:30  □  Mel  King  speaks. 

l2-2pm.  □  Fundraiser  luncheon  for  pediatric  AIDS 
cases. 

2:l5-3:45pm.  □  Women  of  color:  Survival  and  in¬ 
volvement  in  the  lesbian/gay  community,  with  Doralba 
Munoz  and  Angela  Bowen. 

2:l5-3:4Spm.  □  Interracial  dating  with  Stu  Gross. 

2:15-3:45  □  Multi-ethnic/Multi-racial  membership 
development,  with  representatives  of  Men  of  All  Colors 
Together  chapters. 

4-S:30pm.  □  Hispanic  Men:  Survival  and  involve¬ 
ment  in  the  lesbian/gay  community,  with  Ari  Gonzalez, 
Roberto  Colon,  and  Heriberto  Crespo. 

4-5:30pm.  □  Celebration:  Homosexuality  is  a  gift, 
with  Marge  Work  and  Tim  Wilson. 

8pm.  □  AIDS  Memorial  Jazz  Concert  at  First 
Church  in  Roxbury.  With  Semenya  McCord  and  "Soft 
Brown  Sounds."  $10. 

8  Friday 

9-l0:30am.  □  Family  Dancing  on  the  razor's  edge, 
with  Nancy  Keene. 

9-l0:30am.  □  "Looking  In”  with  John  Bush. 

1 1- 1 1:45am.  □  David  Scondras  speaks. 

3: 1 5-5: 1 5pm.  □  Black  caucus,  people  of  color 
caucus  and  white  caucus  meet. 

5:30-6pm.  □  Co-Chairs’  address. 

8pm.  □  Frederika  King  piano  recital  with  baritone 
Vincent  Stringer.  Also,  “Dream  Streets”  by  Craig  Ed¬ 
wards,  an  original  series  of  vignettes  of  Black  life.  $12. 

9  Saturday 

7pm.  □  Banquet  followed  by  costume  ball  at  10pm. 
Performance  by  the  United  Fruit  Co.  and  talent  show.  $30 
for  evening,  $10  for  dance  only. 


IT’S  HERE  —  THE  LINE  WITHOUT  LIMITS! 
BOSTON’S  OUTRAGEOUS... 


ffi&fififr  n  ft  &  fit&  tt 


CHOICES 


ALL  LIVE 
NO  ACTORS 
NO  RECORDINGS 


SERVICE  IN 
MASSACHUSETTS 
NEW  YORK, 

NEW  JERSEY, 
CONNECTICUT 


A  SERVICE  OF 

NETWORK  COMMUNICATIONS.  INC. 


OMEN  TO  MEN 

JOIN  UP  TO  EIGHT  MEN 
ON  A  STEAMY  PARTY  LINE! 

©MAN  TO  MAN 

CONNECT  ONE-ON-ONE 
WITH  “MR.  RIGHT” 

©HEAVY-ACTION 

HOOK  UP  WITH  UP  TO 
EIGHT  TOPS,  BOTTOMS,  TRUCKERS, 
CONSTRUCTION  MEN  AND  OTHER 
HEAVY- ACTION  DUDES! 

©SLEAZELINE 

LEATHER  YOUR  SCENE? 

S&M,  B&D,  ETC?  SAY  IT 

THE  WAY  IT  IS  WITH  UP  TO  EIGHT 

OTHER  GUYS 

INTO  YOUR  KIND  OF  ACTION! 

©CHAT  LINE 

JUST  FEELING  SOCIAL? 

YOU’RE  SURE  TO  FIND  SOMEONE 
TO  SHOOT-THE-BREEZE  ABOUT 
THEATRE,  MUSIC,  POLITICS 
OR  WHATEVER! 

©BILLBOARD  “A” 

LEAVE  YOUR  “PERSONAL”  MES¬ 
SAGE...  TELL  WHAT  YOU’VE  GOT  — 
ASK  FOR  WHAT  YOU  WANT! 

©BILLBOARD  “B” 

LISTEN  TO  WHAT  OTHER  MEN 
HAVE  TO  OFFER...  FIND  WHAT 
YOU’RE  LOOKING  FOR! 


TRY  OUR  FREE 
NUMBER  FIRST... 

212-695-4365 

(TOLL  CHARGES  APPLY) 

A  BUSY  SIGNAL  MEANS 
THERE’S  GUARANTEED 
ACTION  ON  THE  NETWORK, 
SO  THEN  CALL... 


ONLY  .95  FOR  THE  FIRST  MINUTE.  .50  FOR  EACH  MINUTE  THEREAFTER  —  YOU  MUST  BE  18  TO  USE  THIS  SERVICE. 


